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To the truly Religious Reader. 


ether Religion be a Vertme, or the Mother, and bond of all ver- 
Hl mes, I will not now diſpute, This 1 am ſure of, that it happens to 
| it, as unts Divine and Morall vertnues, to be attended with two 
extreames, the one on the left hand, the other on the right » the one 
called Prophanencſle, the ot her Superſtition : the one whereof 15 the defect, 
the other the exceſle of Religion. T hat both of theſe are enemies to Religie 
on, and odious to God, there is no queſtion , but whether moſt, 1s yet uncer- 
taine which we ſhall then reſolve,when we have manifeſted theſe three things, 
T What Superſtition is, 2, How common, 3.How great a ſin it 8. | 
For the ſirſt ; Superſtition, in the generall, is vothing elſe but the exceſſe 1. Wha: A! 
of Religton, or rather Religion run ont of the wits, qd, by a ſuperfinous and pe: tion} 
flaviſh feare of the Deitie, Hencent #4 fitly by the Greekes, called Sera S/Cr/*rio | 
twriz, At. 25.19. 4 feare of the Deitie ; «And of the Athenians (other- om ” 
wiſe prophane enough ) the Apoſtle ſayes he did pra” them to be Juowu | {tm | 
twoverhpee, too ſuperſtitions, too fearefw!l of the D itmons, whom they g- (pr ns [taf 
norantly did worſhip, AQt.17.22. For the conſtience of ſuch men being Minſh.Dit8 
terrified by its owne guiltinefſe and prophaneneſſe, puts them wpon ſuch wayes 
fo pleaſe their God, and makes him propitio:4, 48 beſtwonll pleaſe them( elves ; 1 
were they in his ſteed, And from hence proceeds that >inopnotias as It is cal- "We, 
ted C91. 2.23, that will-worſhip whereby men take upon them to preſcribe to lt 
God, how he ſhall be ſerved ; every man according to h14 owne fancie, and th 
imagination of God. From whence it doth appeare, that ſuperſiition 1 4 fin Aquia 2.64 
againſt the ſecond (ommandement, and is rather a ſpecies of Idolat;y, than 921.2. 

the Gen of it, as the great Schooleman ſeemes to make it ; For [delatry FL 

two wayes committed, either by worſhipping a falſe Goa, or thetzue God in a 

fal/e manner : The firſt of theſe is prohibitedin the fir Commandement,the 
other in the ſecond , The firft was the ſiane of the Gentiles, the other was the 4 

ſinne of the Ifraclites, #n the time of Jcroboam, who worſhipped the [THe 4 

God, in the Image of a golden (, alfe ; and the ſinne of all thoſe who worſhip $ { 
God, with the inventions and traditions of men, Now when I ſay, :hat $#- 16idar.1,c, 4 
perfition is the exceſſe of Religion, we may not ſo take it, as if a mar could [14 
Properly. be too religions or give God more than js due to him, or he acſerves: i} 
brit inthat a man gives that to God as part of worjhip, which he dath mor | Wy 
require, which 1s inacea to give him eſſe. For the aſfrmative part «f tg 7 
Jourth Commandement being this, That God meſs bre worſbipp*a 3 bh bis 
* owne 
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4 To the Reader. 
; owne eſcribed worſhip ; bee that ſpall now deviſe a way of worf@p of hi; 
| | ewne, and tender this to God, to make hin propitions ( fearing that that is 
j preſcribed, will not doe it ſufficiently ) this is that which ſtiles him ſuperſti- 
l tions, eAnd this is that we call Smper(tition, 99 
| >w com - For the ſecond thing propounded, How common 4 fin thu Superſtition #7, 
a hnne 8: 3+ doth appeare by inftances of all times and places ; $0 alſo by the frequent 
_—_— ftri& prohibitions grven againſt it, The ſecond Commanadement is there- 
fore proporunded negartvely,to ply, that men are apt o to adar, ( which is 
. Smperſtition, as we ſaid ) than to detratt from the preſcribed Rules of worſhip 
(which is prophaneneſſe.) Certaine it is indeed that Prophanneſſe and Super. 
|, flition have almoſt divided the world betwtene them ( there being few that 
| find, or keepe the golden Meane of Religion ) but whether of them hath the 
greater ſhare js yet uncertaine. The azfficulty of deciding this dowbt is thus 
augmented , That the ſame parties ( being not truly Religions ) are often. 
times both prophane and [mperſtutious. Prophane without, in common life, 
and /uperſtitions within the ('hurch, when they come to tender their devori- 
ons, Nay the Scripture gives ns inſtances enough, and too many of thoſe kind 
of men, who were moſt notoriouſly prophane ana wicked, and yet exceeded in 
their formalities, and ceremoniall ſervices of G od,lia.1.Jcr.7,Plal.50,&c. 
And however prophanneſſe in the very worſhip of God bee a common vice, 
and men be too propenſe unto it , yet, vf 1 miſtake not, men are moye inclined 
to be ſuper ſtitrons ;n their worſhip, than prophane, and that for theſe reaſons. 
Firſt, Atheiſme, which is the Mother of prophanneſſe,s not ſo common , 
few there be that ſay, There is no God, or if they ſay 1t,thatreally beleeveir, 
For this 4s a naturall principle It Hr UVLUNg the Fall of man, | That there is a 
God *] upon which depends this next concluſon, [ That this God muſt be 
worfl1pped ] and that with Reverence ; But there is no light left in man, 
How God will be wrſhipped, at leaſt for theexternall part ; whereas there 
art ſome reliques of moralitie leſt, to keepe men from extreme prophanneſſe. 
Herenpon it comes to paſſe, that men are apt to tkinke, that Godis like them- 
ſelves, to be pleaſed bet, with free-will-offerings of their owne, that is with 
Z will. worſhip, and voluntarie Hamilitie, Col. 2.18. and that the higheſt, 
ſ! or rather the loweſt expreſſions of Devotion are fitteſt for him: And thus 
(wanting light ) they find out many inventions to ſerve God withall whichis 
zothing elſe but Sapertiition, 

Secondly, becau(e men are naturally proud, and conceized of their owne 
+] wiſedome, even to preſcribe 111 the ſerviceof God, Hence wee may obſerve, 
#24 that when the 1peſt le ſpeakes of Will -wor ſhip and Superſtition, he commonly 

| mtimates thecanſe and oviginall thereof, to bee the tpyrnpa. the wiſedome 
of the fleſh. That Humilitie, cr demiſſion of mind, that was pleaded for woy- 
ſhipping of Angels, uſing them as Mediators to God, Col.2.18. was the 
aeviſe 


IPO ar a 
; RSTT..: al 


% 


To the Reader. 


deviſe of ſome, [That werevainly puff:dup in their fleſhly mind,] And 
ſo inthe following verſes, thoſe Traiitions, [ Touch not, taſt not, handle 
not+] had the Prin originall | which things have a ſhew of wiſc- 
dome,c,] The like is to be obſerved, Rom.1.2 2.2 3, The Gentiles when 
they changed the glory of God, into mages of all ſorts, thought themſerves 
very wiſe : for ſo hee ſayes, [| profefſinz themſelves wile, they became 
fooles, ] The !ſ; aelites al[s, when they choſe them places, and trees towor« 
ſvip Goa in, ani under them ( contrary toexpse ſ ecommand of God; wanted 
not pretence of reaſon fo; what they did, Ho1.4.1 3. [ They Sacrifiſe upon 
the tops of th: Mountaines, and burne Iecenſe upon the Hills, under the 
Oake, the Poplar trec, and th: Elme, becaufz the ſhadow thereof is 
good, &c.)] Good inregard of Divine preſence more there than el/e-where : 
Goodin regard of mere Ficlineſſe, as conſecrated to ſuch a Deitic : Good1iſt- 


ly, to firre up more devotion, for the former reaſons 17. the conſideration of 


Divine preſence, and more Holineſſe there than in other places. Now, this 
proud Conceited wiſedome, keepes men ſo fa. re from being prophane in the ſer- 


v8ce of God, that it rather precipitates them into the other extreme, and 


that is Superſtition. 

T hiraly, that men may Supererogate with Gods A naturall piece of Þ o- 
perie,borne ard bredupin the hearts of all men, by which men thinhe either 
ro merit of God,if leſſe grefſely vitious,or at leaſt, toſet off with kim,an to 
quit the ſcore of former arreares, by voluntary and uncommenied {crvicer. 
{f they find they faile and ceme ſhort in ſome thing commanded, they will 
overaoe, in ſome other thing not commanaed, and ſo they tak? it, thit Cod 
79 ſatisfied, Now to fofier and favonr this rpininn, the performance of req tie 
red (ervnces will not ſerve the turne, For no man can driam? th mcijit re 
ward, or ſatisfie a debt, by a neceſſary and en'oynea perſormante , There. 
fore, that he may ſupercropate in buth, hee mriſt drviſe ard nadertoks ſome 


thing notcommanaed, Hexce were and are, phoſe connſc!s of per{ctlion, cf 


the old Papiſts, the Phariſees; and the New Ph :r1iſees, the Papiſts : Wee 
hzaye one of then bragging ; [ thanks God,T pay Tith:s of all ! dz poſſeſſe, 
that was butt his dutic : but more than that, f faſt twice a weekp, which 
Gol never required of bim : implying , that either God was benoldea to him, 
or at leaft, he was not behslden to God, or any wayes behind-hand with bum, 
though he had failed in other things ; for in aving mere than was command-d, 
he had made amcnias for what he had offened, Of this mind it feemes wore 


their Predeceſſers. Way 58. who dw ſt ex>oſiulate with God, as not obſerving 
their devotions ; | Wherciore hive we faited,and thou regerdelt itnot ? ] 
They cornld not be ſo [criſlelie as not to ſee and know themſelves to be fanltie 


z ' F 4 , 
erengh, { as Goa charges them preſently upan it ) ut had they not thonnhe, 
4 : . _ 7 p ' : "a. - £ 296 , 
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To the Reader. 
ewne reſcribed worſbip ; bee that ſpall now deviſe a way of worf@p of his 
wr. this A God, to 2d rayon propitions ( fearing that that is 
preſcribed, will not doe it ſufficiently ) this is that which ſtiles him ſuperſti- 
tions, eAnd this is that we call Smperſtition, | ; 
For the ſecond thing propennded, How common a fin this Superſtition ©, 

as it doth appeare by inftances of all times and places ; $0 alſo by the frequent 
and ſtr prohibitions grven againſt it, The ſecond Commandement is there- 
fore propounded negarively,to imply, that men are apter to adae, ( whichis 
Swperſtition, as we ſaid ) than to detrabt from the preſcribed Rules of worſhip 
(which is prophaneneſſe.) Cert aine it is indeed, that Prophanne _ Super. 
flition have almoſt divided the world betwtene them ( there being few that 
find, or keepe the golden Meane of Religion ) but whether of them hath the 


greater ſhare _ rncertaine. The difficulty of deciding this dowbt is thus 


angmented; That the ſame parties ( bring not truly Religions ) are often. 

DP times both prophane and [wper ſftitious. hane withowt, in common life, 
br and [uperſtitions within the (hurch, when they come to tender their devoti- 
f ons., Nay the Scripture gives ns inſt ances enough, and too many of thoſe kind 
l of men, who were moſt notoriouſly prophane and wicked, and yet exceeded in 


their formalities, and ceremoniall ſervices of Goda, 1 .Jer.7,Plal.50,&ec. 
And however prophanneſſe in the very worſhip of God bee a common vice, 
| and men be too propenſe unto it , yet ,vf 1 maiſtake not, men are more inclined 
| to be ſuper ſtitions ;n their wor hap, than prophane, and that for theſe reaſons. 
| Firſt, Atheiſme, which is the Mother of prophanneſſe,«s not ſo common , 
| few there be that ſay, There is no God , or if they ſay 1t,thatreally beleeve it. 
? For this s a naturall principle ſurviving the Fall of man, [_ That there is a 
F God '] upen which depends this next concluſon, [That this God muſt be 
bl worfhipped ] and that with Reverence ; But there is no light left in may, 
\ How God will be wirſhipped, at leaſt for theexternall part ; whereas there 
art ſome reliques of moralitie leſt, tokeepe men from extreme prophanneſſe. 
| Herenpon it comes to paſſe, that men are apt to thinke, that Godis like them- 
ſelves, to be pleaſed bet, with free-will-offerings of their owne, that is ,with 
will. worſhip, and voluntarie Hamilitie, Col. 2.18. and that the higheſt, 
' 07 rather the loweſt expreſſions of Devotion are fitteſt for him: And thus 
(wanting light ) they find out many inventions to ſerve God withall which is 
+ nothing elſe but Sapertiition, 
wI3g Secondly, becau{e men are naturally proud, and conceized of their owne 
1) wiſedome, even to preſcribe in the ſervice of God, Hence wee may obſerve, 
that when the Apoſtle ſpeakes of Will-wor ſhip and Smpeyſtition, he commonly 
mtimates the canſe and oviginall thereof, ro bee the tpornya. the wiſedome 
of the fleſh. That Humilitie, or demiſſion of mind, that was pleaded for wor- 
ſhipping of Angels, uſing them as Mediators to God, Col.2.18. was the 
| | aeviſe 
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To the Readef. 
deviſe of ſome, [That werevainly puff:dup in their flefhly mind, And 
ſo inthe following verſes, thiſe Traditions, | Touch not, taſt not, handle 
note] had the [ame originall © which things have a ſhew of wiſe- 
dome,&c, ] The like is to be obſerved, Rom.1.2 2.2 3, The Gentiles when 
they changed the glory of God, into Fmages of all ſorts, thought themſerves 
very wiſe : for ſo hee ſayes, [ profeſſinz themſelves wile, they became 
fooles. ] The 1ſraebites al(s, when they choſe them places, and trees towor« 
ſoip Godin, and under them ( contrary to expreſſe command of God) Wanted 
not pretence of reaſon for what they did, Ho1.4.1 3..[ They Sacrifife upon 
the tops ofthe Mountaines, and burne Ircenſe upon the Hills, under the 
Oake, the Poplar tree, and th: Elme, becauf: the ſhadow thereof is 
good, 8c.) Good inregard of Divine preſence more there than elſe-where : 
Goodin regard of mere ticlineſſe, as conſecratedts ſuch a Deitie : Goodlaſt- 
ty, to ftirre up more devotion, for the former reaſons viz. the conſideration of 
Divine preſence, apd more Holineſſe there than in other places. Now, this 
prod conceited wiſedome, keepes men ſo fa, re from being prophane in the ſer. 
ve of God, that it rather precipitates them into the other extreme, and 
that is Superſtition. 

T hnraly, that men may Supererogate with Gods A naturall piece of Po- 
perie,borne ard bredup in the hearts of all men, by which men thinke either 
ro merit of God,if leſſe grefſely vitious,or at leaſt, toſert off with kim,and to 
quit the ſcore of former arreares, by voluntary and uncommanited {crvicer. 
1f they find they faile and come ſhort in ſome thing commanded, they will 
overdoe, 1m ſome other thing not commanded, and ſo they takz it, th:it God 
75 ſatisfied, Now to fofter and favour this opinion, the performance of vequie 
red (exwices will not ſerve the turne, For no man can drtame th mcrit ve- 
ward, or ſatisfie a debt, by a neceſſary and en/oyned perſormante , There- 
fore, that he.may ſupercrogate in bath, hee muſt drviſe and undertake ſome - 
thing notcommanaed, Hence were and are, vhoſe connſels of perfection, of 
the ol4 Papifts, the Phariſees; and the New Phairiſees, the Papiſts : Wee 
heave one of thrm bragging ; 1 thanks God,l pay Tithes of all 1 dor poſſeſſe, 
that was but his datie : but more than that, 7} faſt twice a weekg, which 
Gol never requsred of bim : implying, that either God was beholdea to him, 
or at leaft, he was not behslden to God, or any wayes behind-hand with bim, 
though he had failed in ather things ; for in doing mere than was commanded, 
he had made amcnis for what he had offen1ed. Of this miad it ſeemes were 
ths; Preneceſſers, Ifay 58. ho dw ſt expoſiulate with God, as not obſerving 
their devottons | Wherciorc have we fafted,and thou regzrdelt itnot 2] 
They conld not be ſa ſcrſleſie, as not to ſer and know themſelves to be faultie 
erongh, { as Goa charges thempreſently upon it ) but had they not thong he, 
the ſatifaftion mate by F oſting more than was requirea, they had not mode 
; — SAPF 
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ff To the Reader: 
if that bold and ſawcie expoſtulation with God, It 1u the natural faſhion of 
or hypocrites, to ply God with eeremonials, for negleft of moral; : and to make 


} amend: ( a4 they thinke ) for breach of Gods commands, by ſnbſtitntion of 
j their owne ſuperſtitions Traditions, eAndin this notion wee may jay, that 
ſuper ſtition ſprings from the ground of prophaneneſſe ; none commonly being 
4 more Ceremonious ( that i ſuperſtitious ) than they that are moſt HO. 
|; For knowing themſelves indebted for morall tran(greſſions, they labour to 
= compenſate God with Ceremonials, either of his commanding, or of their own 
| KB deviſing. Guiltineſſe( as T ſaid ) drives them to doe ſomething to appeaſe 
F an angry, and by prophanncſſe provoked God; Dutws commanaed by 

4; God, when beſt performed, are but duties, and therefore pay no former debrs : 

| Onely Counſels of perſeflion, or deviſes of higher Devotion, ſeeme to ſu- 
pererrogate, and this is Superitition. 

Forrthly, becauſe there is more credit and applauſe from men, not onely 
more than can be looked for, in prophanneſſe ( which is lyable to diſhonour, 
ard juſt hatred ) but more than can be gotten, by doing things commanded. 
To doe duties commanded by God, ( at leaſt for the outward att ) ts vulgar, 
and common to every Pref-ſſour of Religion ; but hee that tranſcends com- 
manas, and worſhips God, with voluntary worſhip, with greateſt humilitte, 
ana abjetlion of himſelfe, this 1s the Saint of hypocrites, and the Angell of 
renorant min, This is eaſily obſervable, that thoſe that were exatteſt in 
ceremonials ( whether Goats, or their owne, but rather their owne ) though 
g*3!ry often in morals, carryed away the credit of the world from them that 

; . were more ex.tt in morals, and equally exatt in Ceremonia's of Gods pre- 
43 ſcritang. Zacharie ana Eliz. that walked in all the Commandements, Ordi- 
nances and ſtatutes of the Ltrd without rebuke, were not in halfe that rep#u« 
tation, that the P hariſces were, who di4exceed in obſervation of their owne 
Traditions, Nay, our bleſſed Sanioeur himſelfe, though moſt exat? in all 
Commands of God, could not winne ſo much credit and applauſe as the Pha- 
riſces had 'mthoſe times, And the Phariſees had xo better way ( as they 
thought ) to {uppre I/ tl c growing fame of him and his Diſceples, than to 
lay upon them this mmputation of want of Devotion, in not obſerving the 
Traditions of the Elders, 

Fiftly, bec aſe as Ceremontals are eaſier to doe than morals, ſo thoſe ( *- 
remoxials which themſelves invented, they can more eaſily, and more exatt- 
ly performe than thoſe of Goas preſcribing, How eaſie a thing it was, to 
Sacrifice a beafl, how hard to mortific a lu$F ? Fow caſie a thing it was to 
waſh their banas,and pots, and cups, and diſhes ;, How hard to waſh ther 
hearts from yapine and extortion ? How eafie athi»g it 15 to bow the body 
with [everall Poſtures and gefticulations, how hard to bend the {mie to 
Gods commands > Now the truth is, Sxperſtition, though'it ſeeme a buſie, 

| w__ yet 
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yet it is but al aze thing. Like ſome lither an4 idle ſervants, who [4-4 very 
quick about leſſer matters, but remiſſe enough in buſineſſes of greater waight 
or labour. Nay, therefore double diligent in leſſer , that they may exempt 
themſelves from harder works : Twit 0itis, with Stperſtitious hypocrites, 
they ſomerimes tire themſelves , ana weary God, with r1 walls , that thry 
may flip their necks from barder ſervices, Beſides, there is another thing in 
it, Their owne Deviſes, they can, and know they can,exattly performs , but 
things of Gods preſcription, are very hard, if n1t for matter, yet for manner 
to be performed, Hence they find inſt cauſe to be humbled in their beſt per- 
formances of Gods comman4s, as failing and falling ſhort of what was com- 
manded, but they ſind cauſe to applaud themſelves, and to glory in their owne 
deviſed ſervices, becauſe thy have exattly perfoymed them, 

Laſtly, becauſe the moſt wicked and profane deſire not ſo to ſeeme but find 
out figg-leaves to cover their profaneneſſe, H:rod, though he intended mur - 
der, pretended worfrip unto ('briſt. Iczavel that meant to ſwallow down Na- 
boths Vineyard, proclames a Faſt, The Phariſees that devoured widowes 
houſes, did it with a pretence of long prayers. Now the more ſeemingly devont 
men are at Charch , theleſſe they are [1 uſpetted to be wicked at home, or a- 
broad, Who would imagine to finde awidowes houſe, in the bomells sf a long 
| Praying Phariſee f” or to meet with rapine and extortion , in a waſhed an4 
ſcoured diſh ? Who would think, that a man that bowes conſtantly, devonutly, 
at the N.1me of Jeſus would commonly ſweare by the name of God,or Chriſt? 
who woula looke to find thoſe that bowe ſo much, ſo oft before the Altar, ſo < 
ſtiffe to yeeld obedience to the mvrall comards of God ? Ina word,ts find men, 
who ave religious even to Superſtition,to be profane even to Admi-ation? Up- 
on all theſe reaſons and perhaps more,it may appeareythat men are more tn- 
clin'd to Superſtition, than to profaneneſſe ; and conſequently, that profane« 
neſſe ts not ſo common, as Super ſtst1on, , 

And now wee come to the third, How oveat a finne Superſtition is, For { 

p ow £14 
though it be true, that profancneſle is «n o4ous ſinne , and ſorſteemed by "1 
men ; yet ſurett is, that Super(ittion i moſt abomiaable to God, ntwith fticion | 
Standing thoſe many ſpecious pretences that it hath , of ſingular and ſþecia!! \ 
Devotion ; which we ſhall thns demonſtrate, | 

Fir#t, it derogates from the infinite wiſedom of God , as if ne were not wiſe 
enough to preſcribe his own worſl ip : we ſaia before,thar Superſtition waz! s 
not ſhewes of wiſedom,to make ut plauſible with men,and (as they thinke )well } 
pleaſing to lod: Now for feolt|b man, to make him{elfe wiſcy than God, 19 \ 
maticr of his owne wor/hip,as tt proceeds from intollerable pride and pre/um f= 
tron. ſo it cannot choo's but be abominable to God, No King, no Father, no 
Maftey on earth, wor:la [nffer (ur h inſolence from their inſcrvurs, that they 
fbun:d take upon thera to preſcribe their manner of ſerice ; and ſhall God? 
#2 Secondly, 


I >. — — _ 
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o the Reader. 


Secondly, it detratts not onely from the perfeftion and truth of Scripture» 
by addition tothe Rule of worſhip, but it beles both the Scripture, and God 
him{elfe, making that his command, and a part of worſhip, which is the fig- 
ment and device of man, Thefalle, Prophets were of old charged with forge« 
rie , for ſaving, Thus ſaith the Lord when the Lord hath not ſþokenit, And 
f Ephraim, who was ſuper flitions in the ſervice of God, thus it is ſaid , 
Fr ram compaſſes me about with lyes, t of, 12.1. ] To this purpoſe is 
»2t of Solomon, Pre.30.6, [| Addnotthouunto his words, eſt hee re- 
"rove them, and thou be found alyar,”] for parting that upon God, as if 
1: were his word, which is thine own invention, Ag not to beleeve what God 
trſerfies, is to make himalyar,1 loh.s.10.S9 to mike him ſay what he ſayes 
14t,1s allo to put upin himalye, Now we know how haynous a Crime 1t ts,to0 
vive th. lye to a man, at leaſt our Superionr : How preat a ſinne then is it to 
px*thelye npon the God of truth ? 

Thi dly, whereas men pretend they doe it ont of their great reſpefts and 
[ve of God. as thinking n2t DInr too deare, too much for God, the truth is, it 
1rsceeds from hatred of God: T his is evident in the ſecond commanacment, 
wheye thoſe that keepe Gods Commanidements, that is , kis preſcriptions of 
worſt ip,accordiag to the ſecoud commandement are ſaid to love him,and keepe 

his commandements. eAnd on the contrary, they that break his commanae« 
mcnts,cither by defeft, or by additions of their owne, are ſaid to hate him: 
[ Viſtrirg the linnes,&c. upon them that rate me 2 ] Nowtheres nothing 


””, 


— 


4 ore 6a194s, to God or men, than hatred masked nnadey the pretences of love. , 
? Forrthly,it is Taclatry, not onely againſt the ſecond commanadement, wor- 
j /-ipping Gedin a fal'e manner, bat even agaizſt the fir5b commandement, ci- 
Y ther negatively, not having the true God for our God, or poſitively, ſ*tting up 
I ano her God, in his ſteed. Fir, the firs commanaement requires, not onely 


that me have noothcr God, bur alſo, that wee have thetrue God for onr God, 
But hee that worſhips God in a falſe manner , hath not the. true-G ad for his 
3 God, nor doth he wor (rip him. This is exxaentin 2 Kme.17.32.3 4. inthe 
! cnc virſeit isſazd,; They feared or ſerved the Lord, that is, they mtended (a 
F3.Y.,, 10 doe; butinthe other,it is (aid, T hey feared not the Lord » and the reaſen 
yeu 15 renared, becauſe they aid not ſerve him «Ccording to the Law, andcome 
WW manaement , which the Lord commanied the ſonnes of Tacob,cc. For the 
ot her, that the Super ſtutiows wor ſhipper, ſets up another Godin the fteed of the 
trre God, will thats appeare ; becau'e he ſets up himſelfe tn the ſtecd of Go? 
and inſerting God , hee ſerves hum(clfe, This ts eaſily colletted from that 
jpeech of Cod himfelfe, Zach7.5. | Whin you falted and mourned, in the 
hi and ſeventh moneth, as now theſe ſeventy yeares ; did you faſt at 
all ro me, I fay,tome ? when you cat and drank , .did you not cat to 
your {:lves and drink to your felves ?7] eAs if he ſhoxldſay, you faſted to 


your 


To the Reader. 


your ſelves, au well 4s you did eat and drink to your ſelves. Thoſe Faſts I ye. 
gitired net, you deviſed them of your owne heads, aud obſerved them, ay your 
owne Traditions, and ſo 1n wor ſbipping me, you worſhipped your ſelves, An 
this was in effett, to ſet up your ſelves as God, As if a Subjet or Servant 
ſhall preſcribe Lawes, bow they will ſerve their K ingor Maiter, tu nt this 
to ſet up themſelves, inſteed of their King and Maſter ? So doe all ſuperſtit;.. 
ous perſons ; they puil downe God ont of his T hrone , and place themſelves 
therein,and under pretence of worſhipping God they worſhip themſelves which 
5 moſt groſſe ldolatry, aganſt the firſt commandement. 

Laſtly, it is the worſt and hi obeſt degree of Idolatry , not onely the wore 
ſhipping of an 1doll, but it is the worſhipping of the Devill,Gods greateſt cnc. 
wire, inſteed of God, placing him in the Throne of God, T his is evident by the 
Script ares ; inmany inſtances, The Gentiles fi-(t , intended no doubt t9 of 
fer ſacrifices to the true God, Rom.1. 21, Act.17.23 Tet the Apoſtle [ayrs 
expreſly, 1 Cor. 10. 20, The things which the Gentiles offer 5 they offer to 
Dewvils and not to God. Aaron and the Iſraelites, intended alſo to worſhip the 
true God, Exod, 32.5. Theſe be thy Gods, O Ifrac], which brouht thee out 
Y Egypt: TetLevit. 17.7. they are forbiaden to ſacrifiſe any more (as they 

ad done) to Devils. The 10 Tribes had the ſame goodintentions, 1 King, 
12.28, 7et 2 Chron.11,15. ts (:id of leroboam, | He ordained him 
Pricſts — for the Devils, and for the calves which he made. ] Becanſe 
they worſhipped the true God , in a falſe manner , therefore th:y are ſaidto 
worſbip the Devill inſteed of God. In a word, T he P apiſts,t hat worſhip God 
n Images of gold, fulver, braſſe, ſtone and wood,c>c, ſuppoſe that they worſhi» 
the true God, but $.lohn ſayes,they worſhip Devils,Rev.g.,20.Þy all which 
hath bij ſaid,it now appeares that however Superſtition makes a faire hr 
of honouring God, axd us of kigh eſteeme with men , yet it ts an bainots ſinur, 
and moſt juſtly, for the former reaſons, maſt abominable to God. 

Tocapply this a little to our preſent purpoſe. This Age of ours is profane 
enough, there 1s noqueſtion to be made of that, It cannot alſo be d:icyed, but 
kay” 6 oh began tocreepe apace upon the ſervice of Goa ;* But I dave ſay, 
that Superſtition, /the a gangrene, hath crept further in a fewe yeares , tha:: 
profancnefle aid #7 many , and had it not beene maturely checked, it nai Tht, 
for ought [ know,by this time have carried ns neere to Roms. Among st ot her 
particulars, wherem Superſtition began to revive, (»me are here preſented to 
thy v1ew ( good Reader) as leaders of thereſt, Apparent it is, that ſome men 
beoan to put ſo muchholineſic in C hnrches,and things thereto belonging,that 
they had almoſt leſt alt holincle in themſelves + andthe hyoline fl: of places 
had welln31h eat np all the holinefl: of Times , #xleſſe they were Times of 
mens deviſing, For firſt is it not eviden!,that the Holy day 2s [0 called, had 
rhruft out almoſt the holinefle of the Lords Day, or rctten to them/clues © 
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To the Reader, 
eauall honour with it ? The Holy dayes of Saints were 44 ftriftly preſſedto be 


obſerved, and by themſelves obſerved,with more devotion, with more ſolemne 
ſer:4-es, than the Lords Day ; On them men might not work . in their honeſt 
callings, but preſently they were preſented ; On this, {the Lords Day) they 
gave them liberty, without ſinne, not on: ly to labour, but to play, and that 
juch playes, as ſcarce beſecms a common, much leſſe, an Holy day, For the 
places alſo of humane conſecration, how ſacred and holy were they eftcemed, 
a0t onely in their publick uſe , but extra uſurn, No veſſell, no burden, might 
paſſe through them, no buſineſſe ſecular might be done inthem , whereas the 
Lords Day was counzed holy , 10 longer than. the publick Service /aFed. 
From the Altar to the Bell-ropes , all were Sacred; no comming in to the 
C haich, no going out, without uncove! ing,adoration, proftration,once,twice, 
thrice, forward, backward ; and he that would not doe ſo, was held, little bet- 
ter than profane, The very Churchyards mere growne ſo holy , that if a 
bealt did but touch 1hem, they were held by ſome profaned. Hence thoſe Holy 
Articles, given to enquire, whether any kinae of Cattell were [uffered fo feed 
thertin, Such 1s the ſpreading nature of Superſtition , that though the 
Churchyard bounds be known, yet Superſtition once gotten into the (hurch, 
hnowes no limits. 1 will make bold to bor ow the woras of another, altering © 
onely the Subje&t whereof he ſpakeyto thu wn hana,ana adding ſome few words 
beſides, | Of the two great enemies of Gods holy worſhip , although 
profaneneſſe , init ſelfe , be the more off:nlive ; yet Swperſtztion is more 
ſpreading, and more quick of growth. In ſuch a Church as this, fo ſct- 
led, in aconſtant pra&tifc of Religious offices, and io confirmed by godly 
{anons, (or the performance of the ſame there was no feare, that ever 
the publick worſhip of God wonld have dcene over-runne by the pro- 
fine negled ofary picus reverence, then required. Rather th? danger 
was, lei by the violent torrent of ſome mens aftections , it might have 
be ne overflowne by thoſe Superſtitions, wherewith,in imitation of the 
lewes, (or Papiſts) th.y began to charge it : and rtherevy madeit, as 
burdenſome to their brethren , as was the cexemomniall Law to thelirac- 
lites , by th: Law of Moſes. Nor know wee, where they would have 
layed, had not the Honourable Parliament now aſſzmbled,teen pleaſed, 
out of a tender care of the worſhip of God, and: fafety of Religion, to 
e1ve a check to their | roceedings. | But [ may not enlarge my Epiſtle tag 
farre, leſt my Perch grow too bigg for my houſe. I leave what ever hath, or 
ſpall be ſaid, to the Candide cenſure of the goaly and judicions Reader, 
Farewell, 
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CHAPDP.I. 
Concerning the Holineſle of Churches. 


2d Hcre hath bcene of late, among our ſelves, 
a Controverſie revived , concerning the 
Holineſſe of Places, now in the times of 
the Goſpell ; [ Whether any Place bee pro- 
| perly Holy , or more holy than another.) In 
SSIS particular, Whether the Church be more ho- 
ly than other Places , or one part of the Church more holy than 
another. This Queſtion wee therefore chooſe to begin with, 
becauſc it is the foundation of the ſucceeding Controverſies, 
and they {tand or fall together with it ;- For the clearer deci- 
ſion, and Reſolution whereof, wee mult crave leave to pre- 
miſc ſome few Con{iderations. 


Firſt, That under the Law, there was a diff:rence of P/a» x. b fcrence 


c25,in regard of Holizeſſe, one more holy than another : as 


of places The 


1. The whole land of Canaan was called the Holy land, 4cr the Law. 
Zach,2.12.and was accounted more holy than other Landg '- Tic land of 
were, as5cing the promiied Land , the inheritance of Gods ©": 


peculiar holy people , a Type of the Churchon carth, and of 
A 2 the. 


At» _ my A wu 


2 Superſtition revived. 
the Kingdom of heaven. And thereupon, the Saints of God did 


deſire to be buricd therez}acob G n 47 2 of Kr Gen.zo 25, 
3. The Citric 3. The Citie fernſalem was alſo called the boly (*tie, 
of 1eyuſalem. Math. 4. 5. and 27. 53. becauſe God had choſen that place, 
above all others to dwell in, and to put his name there. [_ 4: 

Stem is his Tabernacle, and his dwelling in Sten,Pſai, 76.2. ] 
3. The Temple wag yet morc holy than the Citte, in any 
3 TheTewple gther parts thereof 3 becauſe that was, as it were , the Pa- 
n 3.4cgrecs. lace of the great King ; and therefore called the holy Temple, 
Pſal.5.8. and often cl{-- where, as the very Throne of his Ho- 
lineſſe, And this Temple had its degrees of Holineſe,according 


to the parts thereof, | 
© 1. The Courtyard (fo called) the place where the people 
Hp ne Court- \(embled. Luc.1 10, S0 holy a place, that our Savionur would 


not ſuff-r any to carry a veſſel] chrough it, Zar. 11.16. 

2, The Holy place, ſo called, Levit.6.20. the place where 
the Prieſts officiated ; ſo holy that the people might not come 
into It : {ſpoken of alſo, Heb 9 2. 

3. The Holy 3+ The Holy of Holies, or the moſt Holy place, He'".g. 3.into 
of Holics Which, none, but the F:gh-prieſt, might goc,and that but once 
a ycare, Wee ſhut up this firtt Conſideration, ryith a donble 

Obſervation : Firit,that one Rea(on of the Folineſſe aſcribed 

to theſe places, common to them all, was, their Typicall uſe, 

to bgnific ſom-thing in the Go'pell ; And as they did more 

ncercly, and, as I may ſo ſay, more lively Typitic Chrift fo the 

d'frence and degree of Holineſſe did ariſe; as the Temple 

was more Hely, becauſe 1t typified the body of Chit, in 

whom the Codhead dwelt bodily,Col.2 $5.18 God diddwell 
Symbolically in the Temple : though other reaſons of their 

bolineſſe are after rendred, Secondly, we obſerve,thar beſides 

theſe places, mentioned, wee read not of any ordinary,ſtand- 

ing place, that was called holy, in the vId,or new Teftament , 

For the Syna70gnes, which were ancient, and appoint-d :or 

reading the Law,&c. are never ( that I remember ) called 


boly. And now wee procecdto another conſideration, to bee 


_____premiſed. 
2. Holineſlc is 


2.The Holy 
place. 


es Secondly , holineſſe (with reference to the creature) is di- 
ei Ringuiſhed 


Saperſtition revived. 3 
{1 mn 2uiſhed into two forts : ſ»herent, and Relatives 

1. /nherent h»lineſſe,is that,which ls infuſed into the crea- 1+ Inhzren:. 
tire, by the holy fpirit of God, And of this kinde of holineſſe, 
nore but rational; creatures, Angels, and Men, are capable, 
No other thing, Time, Place, can be faid to be inherently 
hty. 

C, Relative holineſſe, then, 1s that alone whereof we now 2. Relative, 
ſreak, with reſpe to ſomething, withoutthem, which doth which is, 
d n'»minate them holy And it may be thus deſcribed, [ An 1-Pelcribed. 
holy thing, or place zs that, which being conſecrated to Gad, is, by 
hims, thence-forward, owned, as his peculiar, ] Thus wee ſhall 
he at c the adverſe party deſcribe it hereafter ; [Relative holi- 
ne (ſe ,is nothing elſe, but a ſtate of relation of peculiarity to God- 
Wir. 5G. ] Fro which dcſcription of holinefe, in things 
ot Places, tow, as proper Effects, or naturall Conſequences, 
th :{« particulars, x. Thz unlawfulnefſe of alicnating chem 
by Men,or imploying them,to other uſcs than ſacred: 2. The 
power or virtue, of fanctifying the ſervices of thoſe that uſe 
th:m , making them more cff=<tuall and acceptable z . Some 
perpertuall poſitive xe {pet or Reverence, in the uſc of them, 
an{{.ich like. Theſe all (1fI miſtake them not) are afficm-d 
by ſo:nc or other of the adv<ric part, in this preſent Contro- 
veilſic, 2s ſh:ll in duc time be mani'cſted. And there are but +. Difi-pui- 
t wot hings, as I ſuppoſe, that are made the grounds of this ſhed wi h :c- 
Relative holineſſe, anplyable unto Places, in the eftecme of !?<*- 
vne or other ſide, viz, The holy God and the holy things of God, 
me:'ting in thoſe Placcs. 

1. The holy God: in relation unto w' om, Places are cal. 1. To God 
"led bly ina double reſp, 1. His Preſence. 2, His Precept -"-+<{aSns 

or(.cmmand, I 

liſt his Preſence there cxhibited , which preſence of ;. fg og 
Coil, isalfo diſtinguiſhed , according to the manner of the ;,770o VE 
extvbicion ; It is either ſenſible, ſymbol;eall, or jpirituall. 

1 Serſible and viſible, when God did pleaſe to manifeſt x. Scnfible, 
himle]tc to be preſent, to the very cy=s of men,by ſome ſhew 
of gtot y. And this was extraordinary, as in the Buſh to Mo- 
ſee,i.x 0d,3.5, The place where thou tiandeſt, is holy ground ; 
A 3 And 


Cuper ſition revived. 
And ſuch way'that ro Foſbweh,Cap:5.1 5. Andinthisreſped, 
the Mount , where our Saviour was trangfigured , is called 
the holy Monn,z Per.1.ns, 

2,5ymbolical. 2. Symbelicall, OF Ordinary 5 ag in the 7 omple , pon 
tho Ark, whersGod-was conſtantly Reſident , by a Sywboli. 
call preſence , The difference of this holineſſe, from this diff:- 
rent preſence, was but rhis, That the ex1y ordinary or ſenſible 
preſence wide the places holy onely for the preſent Time of 
appanition- ; the ordinary or Symboticall prefonce made the 

277 room holy,during che good pleaſure of Got there 

ro I 


3. Spirituall, J- Spiritmall and imoifible preſence 1s thit which God 
cſpeeially affords unto bis owne ſervants, and: hath particu- 
larly promiſed ro them, in the uſe 'of his holy Ordinances; 
[.Fhevs 1v0'oy thres are gathered together in my name , there 
an [ inghe midit of thery, Math. 18. 2 0,:]That is, when Gods 
1: to meertogether in! any place , hee is /pirornally preſent 
witty chem ; not wirtyrefpett corhe Place,butro:the Perſons. 
Amdrhctefore wote; that hedortynotiay, am inthe midſt of 
thur Plzec, as inf the Temple of old,bur i»tho midſt of Them: 
prefern tiv- the Place; for 1h fakes, not preſent with Them, 
for the Places fake : For had they met iwanorher place , his 
preſence had attended'themthere; as well at here; where 
now they areafſcmbled. Now-this ,ſpirieuall preſence of God 
(weſiy)mikesrio phace properly holy; becauſe then, God 
being preſent” ſpiriewally , with all: his Saints, when, and 
whereſoever aſſembled , it would follow , that any Place, 
Hoafe, Chamber, Cloſet, Field, &c, ſhould become holy ; 
which, no mas, I think, willafflirme. 
2 The Preccpe 3+ The Precepr, or Inſtitution of God , is another ground 
or Inſti.ut.o.1 Of Relavive bolineſſe, places «© I micanc, his SanZFificarior, or 
of God, Confeetationof them to holy ukes ; As the Tabernacle, and 
Temple,were made holy places ot old ; fo powerfully ſanAi-= 
fied by God, that they were made parts of his worſhip, eft:- 
Auall mneahes of grace , bringing acceprtationof the perſons, 
i#1d ſervices there performed ; ho/,not only daring the time 
of the pubtick &tvice, but alfo, at all other thmes, in-ſo _ 
that 
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that it was utterly unlawful, to change them, for other Pla- 


ces, or to —_— them to any other uſes than ſacred, with- 
out his expreſle leave, 


2: Holy thinas 


as the, Holy dntics 8 excrailcs of Religian.there parfarmed, _; 7 


or Holy-perſons thereafſcembled ; And thus men uſe to fpea 
that deale in this Controverlic ; ſaying , | That places deadica- 
ted and ſet apart by the Church,for Gods ary: 45} holy gin re» 

lation to the duties there,performed, | But, by.the:r leave, this, 

of all the reſt, is. a moſt improper.holineſſe; and places in.this 

reſpec are very improperly called holy ; Far it taly gutzes (or 

perſons) makeany place holy , then.cvery Place, may be made 

and accountcd bely,wherc.haly perſons meet, to,pertarmance 

of haly Duties. The Apgſtles and Diſciples met together jn 

private Houſes , and by .the;River lide, AZ. 16. to Preach, 
Pray, ,cclcbratce.the.Saqrament,: Here were holy Perſons, 

and holy DNutics, yet. no man will lay, as. ppaſe, thoſe ph- 

ces were holy, intheir uſe auch.leſle, after thenuſe, when the 

dutics ceaſed , and the perſons were departed, In this ſenſe, 

every private. Houſe , where Prayer .is made, and thc Word 

read, wereas holy as the Church ; which, how it will pleaſe 

ſame men, I doc not well conceive , but cave tham to con- 
fider,and POCO ARON conſideration. 

T hir&y then, Itisa point of prerogative, belonging unto | 
Godalone;to SanRikie.any thing , to.make.it praporly boly, ?: 27 
that.is, ſo to ſanRific,, that the Thing is -madcapart of his 1,. 
Worſhip, an cff:Auall,meancs of Grace , giving acceptation 
tothe Worſhip , and tothe workhippers;; and fo, that it is 
unlawfull coaliepateitfor another Thing, 


2. Places,arc faid tobe holy, withreſpeRito Holy things , 
, 
k 


'QI-tO imploy it to 
any other uſc, than Seared, This is generally-grantcd, by all 
Qcthados Divincs, and thexefare I forbeare the further can- 
firmation of it unleſſeit'be required. 

Feurthly , Whereas we often hearenow adayes, that men , 110w men 
doc Conſecrate, or Santlifie Things-or Places; 1t mult be un- are ſaid to 
derſtood, if not ſupertiitiouſly,ofan-impraper kindof hobnes, ſanctific. 
conliting ovely in a Soperation of tham from Secular In- 
ployments, for order, decancic;& comnatioace; wits game 

calc 
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And ſuch way that ro ?oſbwah,Cap.5.1 5. Andinthis reſpet, 
the Mount , where our Saviour was trangfigured , is called 
the holy Mount,z Pet.1.1s, 
2,5ymbolical, 2. Symbolicall, or Ordinary , as in the Temple , upon 
the Ark, whers God was conſtantly Reſident , by a Symboli. 
call preſence , The difference of this holineſſe, from this diff-- 
rent preſence, was but rhis, That the ex11aordinary or ſenſible 
preſence made the places holy onely for the preſent Time of 
apparition ; the ordinary or Symbolicall preſence made the 
place perperaally hoty,during the good pleaſure of God there 
to dwell: 
+. $pirituall, J. Spiritnall and inviſible preſence 18 thit which God 
cſpecially affords unto bis owne ſervants, and hath particu- 
larly promiſed' to them, inthe uſe of his holy Ordinances; 
[| Fheye two or three are gathered together in my name , there 
am [ inthe midFt of them, Math. 18.20, ]That is, when Gods 
pgs mecr together in any place , hee 1s /prritnadly preſent 
withthem ; not withreſpect tothe Place,bur ro:the Perſons. 
Andrhcrefore note; rhat he dothynot (ay, I am inthe midſt of 
that Place, as inf the Temple of old,bur iwtho midſt of Them: 
prefer inthe Place, for they fakes, not preſent with Them, 
for the Places ſake : For had they met iwanorther place , his 
ptelenes had attended them there; as well as here, where 
now they areaſſembled. Now this ſpzrieuall preſence of God 
(we ſay) makesno place properly holy, becauſe then, God 
being preſent ſpirigwally , with all his Saints, when, and 
whereſoever aſſembled , it would follow , that any Place, 
Houfe, Chamber, Cloſet, Field;&c, ſhould become holy; 
which, no man, I think, will affirme. 
z.ThePreccpr 3+ The Precept, or Inititution of God , is another ground 
or Inſti u;.0.1 Of Relative holineſſe, m places : I meanc, his Santification, or 
of God. Conſecration'of them to holy uf:s ; As the Tabernacle, and 
Temple,were made holy places ot old ; fo powerfully ſanRi- 
fied by God, that they were made parts of his worſhip, eff:- 
Auall meanes of grace , bringing acceptationof the perſons, 
ind ſervices there performed ; holy, not only daring the time- 
of the publick ſervice, but alſo, at all other times, in-ſo _ 
that 


4 


that it was utterly unlawfull, to change them, for other Pla» 
ces, or to —_— them to any other uſes than ſacred, with- 
out his expreſle leave, 
2. Places,arc Aid tobe holy, with reſpetto Holy things; 
as the Holy dntics 8 excrciles of Religion.there perfarmed, {3.7 ® 
or Holy pcrſons thcereafſembled : And thus men. ule to ſpeak 
that deale in this Controverlic ; ſaying , [_T bat places dedica- 
ted and ſet apart by the Church,for Gods wor ſhip,are holy iu re 
lation to the duties there performed, | But, by their leave, this, | 
of all the reſt, is a moſt improper.holineſſe; and places in this 
reſpect are very improperly called boly ; Far it haly gwtzes (or 
perſons) makeany place holy , then.every Place.may be made 
and accountcd hely,wherc haly perſons-mcet, to pertarmance 
of holy Duties. The Apoſtles and Diſciples met together in 
private Houſes , and by the,River lide, A. 1.6. to Preach, 
Pray, .celebratethe Saqrament.: Here were holy Perſons, 
and holy Dutics, yet no man will.ay, as I ſuppaſc, thoſe ph- 
ces were koly, intheir uſe much leſle, after theuſe, when the 
dutics ceaſed , and the perſons were departed, In this ſenſe, 
every private Houſe, where Prayer is made, andthe Word 
read, wereas holy as the Church ; which, how it will pleaſe F 
ſame men, I doc not well conccive , but cave them to con- 
lider,and/procced to another conlideration. 
Thirdly then, It isa point of prerogative, belonging unto 
Godalone, to SanRific any thing , to-make it proporly holy, 3: 0117 
that is, ſoto ſanRific,, that the Thing is madcapart of his 1,. 
Worſhip, an cff:Auall,meancs of Grace , giving acceptation 
to the Worſhip , and to:the worſhippers; and ſo, that it is 
unlawfull roalienate it for another Thing,or to imploy it to 
any other uſe, than Seared, This is generally granted, by all 
Octhodox Divincs , and therefore I forbeare the further con- 
firwation of it unlefſe it be required. 
Faurthly , Whereas we often hearenow adayes, that men , 110, men 
doe Conſecrate, or Sanifie Things-or Places ; 1t mult be un- are ſaid io 
derſtood, if not ſuperttitiouſly,of an improper kind of hobres, ſanctitic. 
conlilting onely in a Seperation of tham from Secular Inm- 
ployments, for order, decancic,8& conveniendie.; witha gout 
| deaic 
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deale of difference from the Conſecr ation of God, in theſe and 


ſuch parriculars, ; 
t. Places (to inſtance ſtill in then )("onſecrated by Gods In» 


ſtitution are thereby made parts or proper Meancs of w'or - 


ſhip, as the T-mple of od was z but Places, Conſecratzitby 
Men, are onely circumftarces of Worſhip for order,&c. 

2. Flaces (onſerr ured by Gr! {antifed both the Worſhip, 
and the Worthipo-r<; a th: 1/r4r 18 faid to ſanRific the 
Gift, and the | c:uple rhe Gol, Math 23,18. 19. Botin 
Places ſinQih:d by men. ch:y (iy , the autics fanRitic the 
Places, if at all they b= ſin+tihi-d. 

Places Conſecrared by G14 wore principall, the daties 
Ieff. princiva'l, the Wor thip »ewg app» nrcd tor the Places, 


But in thoſ. C dale ated by M:2, the Dues are princij all, 


the P: accs I:i{> principall , vcing aypor-ed for the Duties 
fake. For cx2mole, Tac Temple, and «Altar, being Types of 
Chrif# , were made more regardfull , than the very ſ:rvices 


preſented in,or by them; to ſignifiethit (rift 18 more wonh, 


than our' Prayers preſented by him ; an 1 the Excellenci: of 
them , owes more from his Mediation, than the natur:of 
them , in themſclves , though commanded by God , an4 io 
Hee and his Types were indeed the Principal]. Bur inthe 
Synagogues, (and-our Churches) the Duties wers the princh- 
pal}, and indecd, all in all, the P/aces lit: le or nothing. 

4. Places, ſanttifiedby God, were properly holy , with r4 
ſpc& to the Inſtitution ; Bur Places Sanfified or Conſecratrd 
by Men, arc improperly ho/y, onely with reſpe to the holy 
duties for which they are ſeperated and ſet aparr. 

5. Places ſantlified by God, were holy,even extra n/um pubs 
licum ; they might not be imployed to any Utes, bur facr:J. 
But Places Conſecrated by Men, if holy at all, arc holy onely 


- inthe Publike uſe, with reſpeR tothe people of Go4,there, 


and then Aſſembled, and the holy Exerciſes there performed x 
As (hall more fully appearc hercafter, : 

Theſe things being thus premiſed tor Explication,wenow 
come tothe Confirmation of the Negative, That theres 0 
more Holineſſe in Churches, thanin other Places, nor more © '0« 


line([e 


4. 44 TI 


Superſtition revived. - 
linefſe m — part of the Church than in axother , which 
thus we cndevour to make good. 

Firſt, If all difference of Places be taken away inthe time Reaſon. 1. 
of the Gofpell, then all Places are cqually holy, no one Place 
being hotyer than another : and conſequently, the Church is 
not more holy than ot her places, nor one part of it morc holy 
than another . Bur the d f-rence of Places is taken away in 
the time of the Goſpel, Ergox The ſequel! 1s undeniable , the 
aſſumption we ſhall confirme, by this which followes. 

r. If the totall Reafon of the difference of Places, in regard 
of holin: ſſe, be taken away, then the diff:rence of Placcs is 
wholly taken away. Thisſequell is alſo cyidently ſtrong. But 
the corall Reaſon of the difference of Places 15 wholly taken 
away. This 1s proved by the particulars : The total] Rea'on 
of difference,or ſetled ho/meſſe of Places under the Law, was, 
I. The Symbolicall preſence of God, 2.The Typical] uſetherc- 
of. 3 The Command of God : But theſe are all ceaſed, For 
neither 1s there now any Symbolicall preſence of Go 1, in any 
place cxhibited ; nor is there any Typicall uſe of Piaces,fince 
Chriſt is now come,who was Typificd by them; nor laſtly,is 
there cxtant, inthe new Teſtament , any command of God, 
to make ſuch difference of Places : but rather the contrary,as 
ſhall appearc. 

. 2. By the Scriptares, which ſeeme dir-Qy to lay all places 
levell, in regard of holmeſſe, Joh. 4, 21. [ 7:/#5 ſari unto hey, 
Woman, b:leeve me, the hogre commeth, when you ſhall neithey 
in this Mountaine , nor 1n Fernſ, alem , wo+ ſhip the F ather,] 
The meaning wherco! is given to be this , That it ſhould be 
ind &.rent to worſhip God in any p/ace , without r-{pect of 
h:lin-(ſe,E fficacie Acceptation,&c, And ſo the Apoftle, x Tim, 
2. $, 1 will that men pray everie where, iy miv;irong, m every 
place ; without any ſcruple of difference, in regard of ho/i- 
n«ſſe, Efficacir,&c. If any man ſhall tay (as ſome doz) that 
God heard the Prayers of his people 'n ary place, under the 
Law, and they might pray in any place, and be h:ard. I an. 
ſwer. They might ſo pray , and be heard ; but not fo well : 
their Prayers Were morc ae i the Temple, _ 

OTACE 


8 

\ 
1 
K 

Reaſon 3. 
; 
# 
'# 
+ 
”" 
| 

Reaſon 3. 


Superſtition revived. 
other places, becauſe more holy,&c. But now that diff:rence 
is taken away : As if the Apoſtle had ſaid , There wasa time 
when Prayer was morecffcAual], and better accepted, in onc 
place than another ; but now men may pray in every place, 
with like ſuccc ſe, 1f they lift up pure hands,&c, 

3. The aſſumption is alſo con rmed by the Teſtimonie of 
the adverſe party,who cxpreſly lay, [ The differences of placer, 
i not more taken away now under theGofpel than of times, That 
is, the diff:rences of times and places are equally taken away, 
in the time of th: Goſþel/. But of this more anone. 

Secondly, thas wee reaſon , If things of Gods owne Coxſe- 

cration , or made holy by his Inſtitution , be not now more 
holy than other things , nay, be not holy at all, after their uſe; 
then no thing or place of mans Corſeeration (as it is called) is 
more holy than another, after the uſe, what ever it be, in the 
uſe, But ſome things made holy by Gods Inftirntion, are not 
holy at all, after their uſe ; ergo, The ſequelf 18 (ſtrong, a ma- 
10.6 ad minus : If Gods Conſecration doe hot make them holy, 
after their uſe, mens cannot. The aſſwmprion is manifeſt ; The 
water in Baptifme , the bread and wine conſecratedfor the 
Lords Supper, even by divine Inſtitution , and fo more holy 
intFeufe, than others of the ſame kinde; yet after the Sa. 
craments cnded,arc no more holy, but returne to be common 
as they were; inthe judgement of all Orthodox Divines, and 
the praQtiſe of our Church : Therefore no place, andparticu- 
larly, not the (wrch, ſeperated by Men, to holy uſes, is holy 
after the publick nſe ; what <ver it be, in the uſe, with rc- 
ſpec tothe holy duties, Of which againeere long. 

Thirdly, If any place , (forexamplethe Church) be more 
holy than another, even inthe publick uſe , it wonld add yer- 
tne, and efficacie, and acceptation, to the worſhip there per- 
formed. Bur no placenow adds vertue. &c. to the worſhip : 
ergo, The ſequel] 1s evident , from the places Conſeerated by 
God, The Temple, and Altar, did add Vertue, Efficacic,&c. 
to the Worſhip, there, and thereupon performed. The 4/- 
rar{anAtified the Grfr &c. The aſſumptionis alſo manife f?, be. 
cauſe no Conſecration of Men, can give cfficacic to the Wor. 
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ſhip, but onely the inſtiruted of Ged. In the old Law, not on- 
ly the publick Worſhip, but alſo the private, was better, and 
more cff:ctuall,8&c. not onely i»,but done towards the Temple, 
than in any other p/ace : But to think , that any Worſhip, 
eſpecially private, performcd i», or towards our Churches, is 
better accepted,&c. is a groſle Superititious Popiſh conceit : 
For this is the Reſolution of Gerſon, and divers others of that 
Schoole ; [The {hurch or (onſecrated Place , is, by reaſon of ne viia (ter. 
its venerable condition, a Place provoking to Repentance : And 
thence he inferres many concluſions ; [" Fir, that ordwmar ily 
it is a work more holy m it ſelfe, more pleaſing to God,more pro fi- 
table tous,to Pray in Conſecratedplaces, thanelſe-where,c5c.] 
Which, what is it clſe , but to equall the-7raditon of Mew, 
with the [nſtitntions of God ? And yet ſome.of our owne have G. 19:7 ,. 
approved this Concluſian of his, and made uſe of it, to other queſt. of $av. 
ends, and by approving it have made it their owne : Let 2277. | 
them conſider how they will avoid the juſt Cenſure of being 
Snperſtitions, But we may, pe: haps, callte-him a particular 
acco.int hereof, in another place. 

Fourthly, If any (Church, or any place or part of the Reaſon. 
Church, or (hancell, or T.uble,&c. be more holy , than ano. 
ther, then 1t mult be made hey, by ſome, or more of theſe 
Mcanes. 1. By God. 2, By Men. 3. By the holy ſervices , or 
dutics done there, or thereupon, 4, By che particular bene - 
fits, obtained by Chriſtians, in thoſe places, Theſc are the on- 
ly wayes,as I ſuppoſe, that can be pretended, for the holineſſe 
of thoſe places : But no place is now made holy, by any of 
thcſe Meancs, as ſhall aÞpcare in the particulars, 

x1, For firſt ; No place is now made holy, or more holy, by 
Cod himſelfe, for chen, either by his Inſ{titution , or by his 
ſpeciall Preſence there , more than in other places : Bur, net- 
ther of theſe waycs hath God made any place more holy than 
another. 1. Not by any Word of Inſtitution ; tor in allthe 
New Teft«ment, God hath not himſelfe,or by any Command, 
ſanifiedany one place, more than another, or if hee have, ler 
us {ee the Patent. 2. Nor by his ſpectall preſence there, more 
than in other places ; for then cither by his ſen/ible,or Symbo- 
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licall Preſence , or by his #171144] preſence ; But firſt, the ſex- 
ſible and Symbolicall preſence is altogether ceaſed ; And 1c- 
condly,the ſpirituall Preſerice of God doth not make any place 
holy, as we proved above, or one Place more Holy than ano- 
thr; therefore,on Gods part nothing can be pleaded to make 


a place holy.Yet this is the Reſolution of iome who derive ho- 
lines upon Churches from the Preſence of God there;Thus one 
ſpeaks, [ T he preeminence we give (to the Church or Table) ©, 
onely relative, wn relation tothe Preſence of God, in Plares Con. 


ſecrate. Andthough the whole ſtrufture be Goas houſe , and [6 


hee more preſent there , than in other Places , yet hu Preſence 
there hath degrees.) No w, though we may grant, that God 
is Spirirually Pretcnt in the Church , during the Aflzmbly 
there, by bis ſpeciall aſſiſtance, and bleſſing, according to his 
promiſe : yct wee denic, thit God is more Preſent in one 
place of the Church.than another, during the aſſ-mbly, or in 
the (hurcl, 'r any part therot,whe there is no aſſembly there, 

1. Not more in one place of the Church, than another,du- 

ring the aſſembly : we have the promiſe of Chri/t, that when, 
or where, two or three arc gathered together in his Ni1me, he 
willbcia the mid({t of them , that js, equally Preſent, with 
all his people, thereand rhen aſſembled. And no doubr , he is as 
({piritually )preſent at the Font , wheBapriſme 15 adminiftred, 
at the Pa/pit,vvhcn the Word is preached as at the7ab/e,whe 
the Lords Supper is Celebrated : So thar, if this ſpecial] Pre- 
ſence make aPlace more holy,the thoſe places take their turns, 
one now, then another more holy, which is abſurd. to fay, 

2, Not inthe Church, more than in other places , when 
there 15 no aſſembly there ; which we thus decl-re, x, Wee 
have no word for it, no ſuch promile, and for mento tye, or 
athx God toa place, 18 lugh preſumption , and ſuperſtition, 
2, We have noreaſon for it ; For a: for Chrifts bodily pre- 
ſence, 1t 1s confined tothe heavens, by the Scripture. As for 
his Godhead, 1t is incomprehenſible}, and cannot be affix -d to 
a place, without his owne good pleaſure, as of ald. Laſtly,as 
for his ſpiritual] preſence. it dothnot make ary place holy, in 
the uſe; much leſle after the ule js over, 3, Wee have, we 


think 
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think, word and reaſon againſt it : For Chriſt haying promi- 
{cd to be preſent, ſpiritually, onely with his Saints aſlemblcd, 
itis too much boldneſſc for mzn to tye him to a reſidence 
there, when and where.there is no Aſembly, From all which 
we conciude, Churches are not made holy by God. 

2. Nor yct by men : For mcn cannot ſan&ifie, or make 

holy one place ( ſuppoſe the Church ) or any part of the 
Church (ſuppoſe the Table) ro make it prop:rly holy, or 
more holy than another. For firſt , they that conſecrate a 
Church,&c, conſccrate all places and parts alike, theretore, 
either they are all equally holy , or all equally common, and 
not holy. 2. Many Tables arc brought new into the Church, 
and never conlccratcd at all, therfore wanting humane Con=« 
ſecration they are not holy at al,or not ſo holy as other parts, 
which are conſecrated. 3. It belongs ro God alone, as was 
confeſlzd above, to ſanctihe a thing properly , as to bc a part 
and mcancs of worſhip,to add holincle,cfcacic, acceptation, 
to the worſhip, &c, Lally, it 1s confetled, that all the Holt» 
neſſc that men can put upon a place, 18s only relative, with re- 
ſpe& ro the holy Services, for which they are conſccrated,or 
ſet apart : And thercforc,the Holincfl: proceeds (it any there 
be in the places )rather from the holy Servic:s, than from hu- 
mane conſ-cration, which come next to be conldered. 

But firſt we will conſider, what holinefle fome are pleaſed 
to aſc;1>e to the Churches conſecration , and how much pre- 
ſence of God they imagine to bein rhe places conſ:crated. 


Thus one dclivers it. | The rruth &, that peculiar bleſſing, 7 
whith God once beſtowed upon the Temple, and thereby differen -.0: $46.p.38. 


cedit from others, 1s enlarged to all places: and any place, may, 
by the Church, be dedicated and ſet apart for Gods worſhip , and 
being ſo dedicated and ſet apart, it inherits that Holineſſe which 
Was once pecnliar unto the Temple, in relation to the duties there 
performed to God,whonregaraof the abundance of grace, vouch- 
ſafed now in the time of the Goſpel, may be ſasd., to be moye pre- 
ſent in ſuch places than heretofore,in thoſe of hs owne aſſigning. | 
How confident ſoever this man 1s, to affhirme this as a truth, 

yet wee douvt not to aftirme it to - Cs more waycs 
3 than 
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than onc : which this wee manifeſt. : 
x. It is an untruth toſay , That any place dedicated and 
ſct apart by the Church, for Gods worſh'p,inherits that Ho. 
linefſe which was once peculiar to the Temple. For, 1.The 
Temple was Holy, by more rights than one, by divine inſti. 
rution, by Symbolicall preſence, by typicall uſc * and fo was 
a part and meanes of worſhip , made the Services cffectua]}, 
acceptable, might not be imployed to any other uſes than fa. 
cred ; which, if any man ſhall affirme of our Churches, I 
ſhall more admire his confidence,than his judgement, 2,The 
Synagogues ( the patternes of our Churches ) were ſct apart 
by the Jewiſh Church, to the morall worſhip of God ; yer 
hee werevery bold , that ſhould aftirme, that they were as 
holy as the Temple. And thirdly, Inhis own confeſſion,they 
arc holy, onely with relation to the dutics there performed 
to God : Butthe Temple was holy, without relation to the 
dutics there performed; and the place ſanRified the duties, 
not the duties the places : therefore the difference is palpable 
and apparant. | 
2. It isalſoanuntruth, and anerroneousg aſſertion, to ſay, 
That in regard of the abundance of grace, now vouchſafed, 
God may be faid , to be more preſent in our Churches, than 
heretofore in thole placesof his owne aſſigning. For,r.That 
the power of diſpenfing grace, 1s1n the Churches Conſecra- 
tion, is manifeſtly faſc ; as if it were in their power, to con- 
ſecr-te Places to be eff-tuall meancs of grace to them that uſe 
them. 2. To give the preheminence to places of mens con- 
{ecration, that God mult be morepreſent there, than in places 
of his owne aſſigning , 1s moſt high preſumption; to make - 
God wait upon the Tradicions of men, who doth not tye him- 
ſ{cltc, nv not to his owne inſtitutions , to diſpence grace al- 
wayes, much leſſe, ro mens. 3. The abundance of grace now 
vouchlafed, is not with reſpe& toany place whatſoever, bur 
with relation to his ow ne ordinances, 'hen , or there per- 
formed, to his owne people there afſzmbled, and indeed prin- 


cipally, tohi owne promiſe made unto them both : So that 
for all this, it doth not appeare , that there 18 any vertuc in 
. the 
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the conſecration of men , to put any relative holineſſe , pro- 
perly ſocalled, upon the Church, butar is done, ifirbe done, 
by relation to the holy Services ; which now comes next to 
be conſidered. 

3: Neither dec the particular Services, done, in,at, or up- 
on the parts or places ſpecthed , m:ke them more Holy than 
other parts or places. Yet ſome there are that ſo imagine ; 


who ſay, [ [n what place we have the moſt lively demonſtration Pofunm: ft, 


of Gods preſence, by ſome thing either done, or ſaid there, as in a 
place, and at aninſtrument , appropriated to that Service, there 
#u the higheſt Court, of , or for hi2 Holineſſe, called the place of 
Majeſtie,c>c, | Butthatthis is molt abſurd , ſhall thus ap- 
pcare, For, 

r. If the particular Services done at or upon any place 
doe make it more holy , and God more preſent ; then, any 
plac where thoſe Services are done, (andthey may be done 
in any place) ſhould be more holy , which is abſurd. Yea, 
the Font, the Reading Pew, the Pulpit , were more holy 
than the Table , when there is no Sacrament there admi- 
niltred. 

2, This iscontrary to the 01d rule , The Altar fanRificd 
the gift , and not the gift the Altar : But here the Service is 
made to ſanAific the place, andnot the place the ſervice. 

3- It the Place or Part be Sanctified by the particular Ser- 
vice, then, the Chalice, and Pattine (as ſome call it) con- 
taining the bread and wine conſecrated, were more holy than 
the Table , by vestuc of a more immediate touch of holy 
things: Yca, the hands of the Miniſter (or Clerk) carrying 
the conſecrated clements , the hands and mouthes of every 
Receiver, wereall made holy, by touching of holy things, 
and might not be uſed to common uſes: and fo no end of {1- 
perliition. 

4. Certainly the bread and wine, in the Lords Supper, 
(and fo the water uſcd in Baptiſme) were in all reaſon to be 
accounted more holy, cyenatter the-uſc, than the Table : The 
reaſon is, 90d efficat rale,eft magis tale ; Which the praftiſe 
_ of alltimes, accounting and wing them as-common, _ 

| nc 
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the Sacred uſe, doth clearely contradia. If therefore the 
conſecrated Elements lule rhcir Holineſſe , and returne to 
their common nature, and uſe , much- more doth the Table 
loſe its Holineſſe , if it had any , after the ule is over, And 
againe ; if Gd be not preſent with the Elements, after their 
uſe, morc than with oth:r things , much Icfl- is he preſent at 
the Table, or inthe Church,when the publick uſc is ceaſed, 

5, Laltly, if the conſ:cration of the Elements on the Ta- 
ble, doc make it holy, even when there 1s no Sacrament, as 
theſe men ay, then, when the Miniſter viſ1ts the fick,and con- 
ſccrates che Sacrament , upon a common Table , or a Chctt, 
when there is no Table, That Table or Chelt 1g alſo made ho- 
ly, and may no more be 1mployed to any common ule : or 
elic ſome othcr way mult be deviſed , to prevent this incon- 
venience, which yet I doe not name, 

4 If cone of thoſe wayes make the Church or Tableholy, 
there remaines but on-ly one way more to be lmagined, and 
that is, The p+rticuiar benefits, obtained by Chriſtians, in or 
at thoſe parts and places, Ad thus likewiſe ſome derive an 
Holines, up"1m ſome places. [_ Ar the Font (ſaves one) children 
obtaine rem1(510n of their ſins, are made the children of God 56, 
ample priviledg's , and ſuch as ave procure honour and Holineſſe 
tothe ſacred Font, from whence they flow. ] Not to take al! ex- 
ceptions that offcr themſelves 1n this Atlertion , this Tonely 
fay ; Thar by this way, the river J-rdan , where fohnbap. 
tized, and the Baſon uſed in tapriſme, ina pr: vat * hout+, and 
the fick m2ns Table, we ſpake of before, thould all be in1de 
holy. and ncver moreto bc uſed in common : ffaires. Such, 
and many mor :, are the abſardities, which they muſt needs 
runne into, who once forfake the truth. 

To draw to an end of this argument, If any man {hall ſay 
(as ſome doe) that, [_ Though the particular ſervices be not al- 
wayes in att, yet the Demonſtration c:a'erh not, becauſe the ſame 
place, and things arereſerred ſtill, for the ſam: purpoſe, and Gods 
relative propriety mt aboliſhed, the preat ſigne of his preſence 
ful abiding.) To this we lay ; Thar hee beggs the queſtion 
more than once : As 1. when he faith, The Vecmontitration 
of 
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of Gods preſence ceaſeth not, though the Services be not al- 
waycs in a& : and then againe, in ſaying, that the great ſigne 
of his preſence (ti]l abideth. For I demand, what is it, x op 
demonſtrates, or fignifies Gods preſence ? Is it not the Sacra- 
ment, upon the Table ? But doth that alwaycs remaine, when 
there is no Sacrament ? It doth indeed, with Papiſts, who 
have the Hoſt (as they call it) alwayes reſident upon their 
Altar , but not yct with us, who make no rcſ{:ryation of the 
conſecrated Elements , but command them to be preſently 
ſpent: And ifhe meanc, that the Table is the Demonſtration 
and figne of Gods preſence, he may ſay the ſame, & as much 
of the Font, or Pulpit. 2. He beggs againe , ſuppoſing that 
the preſence of God, once exhibited in a place, makes it per- 
pctually holy ; for if ſo, thenthe Baſh whercin God appeared 
to HMeſes , and other places , where God manifeſted him- 
{clfe to men, ſhould have beene perpetually holy, in as much, 
asthe ſigne of that preſence didafterwards remaine, 3. Hee 
{uppoſcs alſo, that the ſpirituall preſence of God doth make 
a place properly ,and perpetually holy, which is yntruc, 4.He 
fakes for granted, which is denied, that humane conſecrati- 
on, doth not onely give to God a propriety 1n the places, but 
alſo puts holinefſ: upon them , even extra wſum publicun , fo 
farre, that they may not be otherwiſe 1imployed ; which 13 
Corgrary*40 experience , and the common praiſe of the 
tnurch, or State, wherein Churches themſelves have beene 
made common ground, turned into Gardens or Paſtures, 
Andnow we procecd to another argument. To bring in 
Superſtition into the Church 1s uttzrly ualawfull ; But to 
make one place or part of the Church more holy than ano- 
ther,is to bring in Superſtition : e799; The minor, which one- 
ly nceds confirmation, isthus made good, 1, To make any 
thing a part, or meamm of worſhip , which God hath nor 
made ſo, is to bring in Superſtition: But to make one place,or 
part ofthe Church more holy than another, God not having 
made it (o, is to make it a part or m2-divm of worſhip, ergo, 
2. To make any place or part {o holy, that it may not be alic- 
nated, or imploycd to any common uſz, is to bring in Super- . 
C (tion: 
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ition : but to make one place or part of the Church pro- 
perly holy, isto make it ſo holy that it may not be alicnated, 
or imployed iO any comman uſe : ergo. The wajor is proved 
by this, that it belongs onely to God to make any thing fo, 
and in the manner aforcſaid, holy : Therefore for men to doe 
it, is to bring in SuperRition , againſt the ſccond commane 

dement. of” HOW 
Further thus we argue. That opinion, which is the pro- 
per and dir ground of many more Superſtitions , is falſe 
and crroncous. But this opinion , That one place is ho- 
lycr than another , hath bcenc, and 1s the proper and dire& 
ground of many Superſtitions, ergo, The minor is proved by 
many inliances, among the Papiſts ; who build many Su. 
perlt;t1ous practices upon this opinion. As 1, Their Pilgri- 
mages to the Holy Land , (as they will (till call it ) to Le- 
retto, and other places, eſteemed of greater holinefle. 2.Buri- 


all in Conſccratcd ground, asbetter , and more profitable to, 


the dead. 3. Private prayer in publick places , which they 
hold tu be more cfc<tual], becauſe the place is conceived to 
be more holy :; and divers other ſach like ; whereof more 
hereafter. 

Wee add another argument, ad hominem : If all Dayes or 
Times be cquall , in1cgardof Holinefle, under the Goſpel], 
then all places arc alfo cquall in regard of Holi» %--- The 
reaſon of the ſecucll is,becauſe (as they fay) Time and Plac 


are cquall circumtiances of worſhip, Butall daycs and timeO 


(!ay they alſo) arc equall in regard cf Holineſſe, in them- 
{clves conſidered , for they arc holy (fay they) and fo called, 
onely with reſpect to the Holy duties done on ſuch a day : 
But Holy duties doc very imp operly denominate a Day to 
be Holy : Therefore, if places be eqall with Times, and 
holy onely withrcſ'e&to the holy duties, they are alſo ye- 
ry improperly called holy. And I cannot but wonder , that 
they that diſpute againſt all Holincflz in Dayes , ſhonld 
yet put Holineſſe in places , making one more holy than 
another. | 

 If1tbe ſaid by them, That they as well wonder at us, who 


taking 


OOO AR Age HE 5n es, er pw 74-4 » 


Superſtition revived. JL ; 


caking away all Holineſſe from Places, are yet ſo rigorous 
for holincſſe in ſome Daycs,making one more holy than ano- 
ther, to wit, the Lords Day which wee cal),and kcee pz holy, 
as our Sabbath. 

To this I anſwer, That the advantage is on. our (ide : For 
there is more reaſon for diſtinction of Dayes , in regard of 
Holinefſe, than for places. As 1. Becauſc it 1s granted by 
themſelves, that, to have ſome ſet, ſufficient Time, to be de- 
dicated to God, is morall naturall, but not fo, to haye any ſet 
place. 2, Wee have the fourth Commandement expreſly for 
one: Day in 7 to be kept holy ,or (as themſelves ſpeak) ſome 
ſufficient Time , not leſſe than one Day in ſcaven. But wee 
have no commandement to make any difiinaion of places, 
But rather a liberty;to hold all indifferent, 7+4.4. rx T1m.2.8, 
And 3, We have the Apoſtolicall praftice, for obſcryation of 
the Lords day, which, conſidering the two former reaſons, 
amountstoa Divine mltitution. Bur there 18 no Apoſtolicall 
practice, making difference of places , but rather a contrary 
command, ergo, 

And now, I might fetch my laſt argumentfrom Authori- Rexſey 8. 
tics of all, or mo(t Orthodox Divines , who hercin concurre 
with one conſent, That there 1s now no Holinefle in any 
place, but with reſpectrto the holy Aſizmblics, and holy du- 
tics there cxcrciſcd, and in Act, I ſhallname but onefor 31]; ;:,... .,-.. 
Oar Church in hcr Homihies, approved, as part at leaſt, of pairing Clue 
her Do@rine, thus expreſſes it. [The Church or Temple & cs, Þ 79 
called Holy, and ſo accounted, yet not tn it ſelfe but becauſe Gods 
people reſorting thereunto, are Holy , andexerciſe themſelves in 
holy , and heaventy things ] And with this I end. 
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Ee have beene ſumewhat larger in the former 
Diſcourſe, concerning the Holizeſſe of (hnr:ches, ar 
Places, becauſ: indeed as wee have (aid, that is the 
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foundation of many other ſuperſtitions ſuperſtructions, Be. 
ſides others,there are three eſpecially to be conſidered, which 
flowe by way of naturall conſequence, at leaſt, in ſome mens 
pradtiſe, from the form:r ground, For,this being granted, or 
ſuppoſed, that ſome places are more holy than others , for in- 
tance, the Church, more than the Churchyard , and in the 
Church, the Table, more than other parts thereof , they havo 
rationally, as th:y think, inferred, 1, That greater reverence 
isduz, in the Church, at entrance thereinto , than in other 
places, 2. Bowing, or advration to, or towardsthe Altar,(ſo 
they now call the Table) as the molt holy place. 3, Private 
prayer in a Church as being (by vertue of more holineſſe there, 
and more ſpecial] Divine preſence) made more effeftuall,more 
acceptable, than it it was made in another place, As on the 
contrary, If there beno more Heolixeſſe in the Chnrch,no more 
ſpecial preſence of God there, (fecluding the aſſemblies) than 
in other places , thoſe three before mentioned (and many 
more perhaps) done 11 or at thoſe places, with thoſe relati- 
ons and reſpects, of more Holineſſe, and more ſpecial! preſence, 
are cahly concluded ſuperititious, Thus much only in the ge- 
nerall , wee come to conſider them aſunder, and 1n order, 
beginning firlt , with that Reverence pleaded: for in the 
Church. 

There are two things infiltedon , by ſome of late in this 
behalfe. Firſt, that the Church be not perverted tro ſecular 
smployments,but reſerved onely for ſacred ulcs. 2. That more 
Reverence 1s duc, th:re, atall times, than in other places. 
And both theſe are inferred from the former premiſes of 
more Holineſſe, and divine preſence there,thanin other places, 
we ſhall fay ſomething briefly to both. 

T7. The firſt is, Thatthe Chnrch ought not to be perverted 
to any ſecular imployments,& c, Concerning which aſſertion, 
wee have three thinzs to fay , Firft, that this will not bee 
yeelded by ſome,and not without appearance of reaſon : For 
they ſuppoſe, that the Synagogues of the Fewes were every 
whitas holy as our Charches , being builded, ſeperated, de- 
dicatcd, tor the publick worſhip of God, the aſſembling of the 
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poo, to divine Services, praying, reading, expounding, and 
caring of the word : And yet 1t ſcemes that there was no 
ſuch reſpe#t or reverence given to them , tut thatthey were 
ſometimes imployed to ſer#lay wſes. For the manifeliation 
whereof, they may bee pleaſed to remember and conſider, 
whatis the ſenſe and meaning of that text, Math, 23, 34, 
[And ſome of them you ſhall ſcourge in your Synagogues, ] For 
the interpretation whereof, by Synagogmer, in Scripture , is 
never meant any place of onely ſecular meetings, bur of ſacred 
x ay 1s, And then, concerning the phraſe. of /conrging in 
the Synagogues, two things onely can be pretended, cither 
firſt, that they did in their Synagogues inflict the puniſhment 
of ſcourging , or whipping upon the partics cenſured, which 
the letter ſeems to imj ort: or {:condIy,that they did there (it 
in 7#dgerment upon delinquents, and cenſure them to be ſcowr 
ged, though the execution of 1t were done in ſome other pla- 
ces. Ifecither of theſe were done there ; then, behold, a place 
as holy 28s our Churches imployed to a ſecular uſe ; and it (>, 
then what hinders', but it might be ſo now. And indeed, 
what is that eſſe, whichis now commonly done in ſome of 
our Churches, where there are Con/itories ereted, and Conrts 
kept, and that in the holyeſt place thereof, the (hancell, where 
cenſaresare impoſed upon ſme d:linquents,unholy enough, 
for fornication, adultery,&c. If any ſay theſe are cccleſia(ti- 
call caſes, ſubjecd to the cenſur-sof the Church : 1grant it 
of ſome, but not of all, as Wills, Tithes, Defamatione, but yer 
they are not facredenough,ſome of them, for ſuch holy places, 
as thoſe are pretended to be. 

Secondly, if this Author meane it abſolutely, that it is une 
lawfull to doc any ſecular thing in the Church, he muſt needs 
be ſuperſtitious, taking upon him, to put that holineſſe upon a 
place , which none but God can impoſe : /c#/, to make 1t fo 
holy , that jt may not be otherwiſe 1mployed. 

Thirdly, ſuppoſe we grant him, that the Church ought not 
to be perverted to ſecular w/es, during the feperation ot 1t, by 
the Church, to divine imployments, Yet this wee doe not 
yeeld upon his grounds, becauſ2 It 18 more holy , or God 
659 more 
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more preſ:nt there, at all times, than in other places, but be. 
cauſe of that order, and decencic,&c. which is required in 
the ſervice of God. For it is not convenient or decent, that 
the Chxreh which is-ſcqueſtred to holy wſes , ſhould be im- 
ployed to any ſecular , much leflz to any ſordide wſes, And 
though wee doe deny any poſitive reverence tobe duc there, 
yet negative reverence WE are ready to yeeld, that 18, thatthe 
things , or places , ſeperated and ſubſeryient to Religions 


duties, be not abuſed, or made deſpicable, by any contempeu- 
0115 uſage, As, that the bread left afrer the Sacrament 
{hould be caſt ro dogges, or the wine ſpent to drunkenneſſe, 
the Table nſed to profane drinkings , the: Church ir (clfe 
made a receprable for Hogges or Horſes,&c. This wee doe 
abhorre ; but think it fit , that they be decently and clean- 
lily kept for theſervice of God , to which they are devoted, 
But this indeed is no more thana crvillreverence , due to an 

place of publick mecting, a Senate-houſe, or the like, And 
this we add, that if the Church, upon jult reaſons, ſhall think 
it fit to ſub{tirute other chings,or places, for divine imploywents, 
then thoſe tormer things, or places, doe returne to their com- 


mon nature, and uſe, which could not be done , in things or 
places fanRtified by God , without molt hatnous facriledge. 


For example : If the (ommunion Table, Font, or Pylpit,Chall 
wax old, and unfit for the ſervice, the Church _ muſt 
ſubſtitute others in their places , by the rule of order and de- 
c:ncic, But what ſhall be done with the old ones » Why, 
fay ſome, they muſt be reſerved , and not imployed to any 
common uſe, that w<reto profane holy things, But is not this 
to ranne into ſuperſtition, while they would avoid profanc- 
neſſe ? Is not this to cquall the conſecration of men , with 
the Santifcation of God ? And 1s not that opinion of hol;j- 
neſſe, in things or places , the ground of this, and more ſuper- 
{tition ? I my ſclfc once heard a learned DoRors diſcourſe, 
concerning an old Swrplice. The queſtion was made , whar 
{ſhould be done with it, when it grew old and unfit for 
wearing any longer ? Might not the Miniſter or Church- 
wardcns take it home,& 1mploy 1t to ſome domeſtical uſes ? 
The 
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The learned Rabbi anſwered, no, by no meanes, it muſt not 
beſo protaned. What then ? Ir mult (faid he) make abſfter- 
ſoria Towells for the Miniſter to wipe his hands on, after he 
hee hath baptized a childe. And it was demanded further, 
what ſhould be done withthoſe Towells, when they were 
become raggs. His anſwer was, They muſt be burnt, Moſt 
rationally ſpoken, and D#r4nd like ; But if a man had asked 
him once mere, what muſt be done with the aſhes, I doubt 
not, but he would have concluded, they muſt be buried un- 
der che Altar , or reſerved to make a lye to waſh the holy 
veltments : There 1s no cnd of ſuperſtitious vanities, if once 
we part from the truth. That opinion of helineſe in things 
| or places is guilty of this and many more ſuperſtitions. 

2 , And that appcares by his ſecond conclufion, upon the 
ſame premiſe, and that is this, [' That more Reverence ts duc 
there (inthe Church) at all times than elſe-where :] That is, 
not onely in the time of publike ſervice, ( which is granted) 
but alſo, when upon private occalions men coms into a 
Church. This concluſion is inferred upon the former pre 
miſcs, of more belineſſe, and more ſpeciall preſence of God 
there, at all timcs, than in other places ; And by reverence, 
herc, he meanes,not that xegative reverence before ſpoken of, 
but ſome poſitive reverence, prolirating or bowing of the bo- 
dy; for fo he doth cxprefle himſelf. Now that no ſuch poſirave 
reverence is due to the Charch, at ſucha time, is thus con- 
cluded from our former grounds. If there be no more 60//:- 
zeſſe, nor more fpeciall preſence of God there , than in other 
places}, (excepting the times of publick afſembitcs and ſer- 
VICC ) then no more poſutive YEVEYENCE 18 duc there 5 thanin O=- 
ther places. But the Antccedent is abundantly confirmed 
above. Ergo. The ſequell is thus confirmed , Thoſe two 
things arc pleadcd as the ground of all this reverence ; if 
therefore they be removed by forc* of reaſon , the ground 
filing , the ſuperſtrature mult needs come downe. And 
thus much may be ſpoken in gencrall , wee come to partt- 
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CnaAP-III, 
Concerning Bowing to, or towards the Altar. 

Propound this Queſtion, with a double expreſſion of 

Bowingto, or towards the Altar ; becauſe the praftiſers 
and maintainers 0' it, do thus diffcrently expreſlc it. Some 
there are, who ſay direRly and i» texymins, they doe, or may 
bow, not onely row4rds, but tothe Altar : So the Author of 
a tract, called, Sunday no Sabbath, is bold to affirme. [" /f wee 
ane not onely bend or bow our body (to) hz blefied board, or holy 
Altar, bet fall flat on our faces, ſo ſoont as ever wee approach w 
fight thereof, c. who wouldcondemne us i it. ] Why, Sir,not 


ſhip che able) onely many Proteſtants, but even Papilts doc condemne you, 


is {0 palpable 
Idolatry, as 
cannortbe 1n- 
cidcent ro any 
Heathen. G.1- 
roul 7. quiſt. of 
Sab.s6. p. 279. 


:f ſo you doe, for the greateſt IdoJaters in the werld, and 
worſe than Papilts themſelves, who have their God al wayes 
in a Box upon the Table, leſt they ſhould worſhip a pcece of 
of wood, Others arc yetmore mode, andthey call it, Ado- 
ration towards, or before the Altar, more nicely perhaps,than 
wiſely, upon their owne Principles. For, 1, Though they 
doc not bow tothe Altar, as to the ultimate objee of their 
Adoration : yet they do: bow to it, as to the next and moſt 
immediate objc& of it ; which is ſtrongly proved from the 
former grounds, by themſelves laid, ag the reaſons of this 


adoration towards the Altar , rather than any other place; ]. 


which are more holineſſe, and more ſpeciall preſence of God 
there. This relation had to the Altar in their Adoration, 
cauſes the worſhip to be in part tendered to the Altar, as a 
medium of worſhip,which 1s ultimately terminated in God, 
Juſt ag Papiſis adore and worſhip Images. For they doc 
not uſe the Image objeively, as terminating their worſhip 
ulcimately therein ; but ſay, they worſhip God, or Chriſt, 
3n, by, through, before,or towards the Image; which is dire& 
Tdolatry. 3. In Scripwure uſage, to bow, kneele, worſhip, 
before God, is all one, as to bow to, knecele to, and to wor- 
ſhip God ; as 1s evident in many places thereof. Dext.26.10, 
Pal, 


- 
- 
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Pſal.32.27.& 72.9. & 86.9. & 95.6.and infinite more ; So like- 
wiſe, bowing, knecling, worſhipping, and falling downe, before 
or towards Images or Altars, is the ſame with bowing,kneceling, e+e. 
to Images or Altars, as theſe places manifeſt ; 2 Chron.25.14. ſay 
44.15-17.19. Dan.3.3.5,6, So when St. John would worſhip the 
Angell, he ſaycs, I tell downe before the feet of the Angell, Rev,1g, 
10. and 22.8. Yea, the Devill himſclfe, when he tempted our Savi- 
our to worſbip himſelfc, He fayes thus ; 1f thou wilt fall downe, 
or worſhip before me, all thoſe ſhall bee thine, L»k.4.7. which 
Aath.4.9.isthusexprefled ; If thou wilt fall downe and wor- 
ſhip mc. From whence it is apparant, that our eAltar-wor/hippers, 
who would acquit themſelves from Superſtition and Idolatry, by 
this diltin&tion, of Bowing before and towards the eAltar, and not 
ro the Altar, cannot ſo evade, but that cither they excuſe and free 
Papiſts, who fay alſo, they bow not to the Imageor Crucifx, but 
before it, or to Chriſt, towaras it; or elſe they doe intangle them- 
ſclves ſo farre in Superſtition, that there is little or no difference be- 
twcenc themſclyes and Papiſts : For while they doc require, that 
the face be tswards the Altar, and if the back were ſo, it were (as 
they lay ) with them, unreverence and prophanation, aad withal], 
doc it with thoſc reſpeRs of more Holinefſe, and more ſpeciall pre- 
ſence of Chriſt there; There, towards, and before, muſt needs be to 
the Altar, at leaſt in part, which is cnough to ſtile them ſuperſtitt- 
tious and idolatrous. But take them rs they pleaſe : They bow they 
ſay,not fo the Altay, but to God, towards the Altar z Now we de- 
miaund a reaſon, why they bow towards the Table, rather than to- 
ward: the Font or Pulpit, or any other place, or part of the 
Church : And they anſwer, They doe it, becaule firſt, it 18 the moſt navrnant 
holy place, or part of the Church. 2.Becauſc it is the moſt preſen- d:te-m. 
tall place : both which, if they bes decayed, and not proved, the 
bowing towards the Table,with thoſe reſpe&s, mult needs bee ſu- 
perſtjticns, to ſay no more. And thus we reaſon againk it from our 
former grounds. 

1. If th:re be no more Holineſſe, no more ſpecial preſence of 
God there, thanin other places; then, the bowing towards the Ta- 
ble, with thoſe reſpeats, is Superſtitious. But the firlt 18 proved true 
abdove,ergo. 

2. To makeary thing pars or medium cnliys, which God hath 
not madc {o,is fuvciltitious, againſt the ſecond Commandement. But 
to bow towards the Table with opinion of more Hohneſſe, - more 

peciall 
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ſpecial preſence of God there, is ſo to doc, as hath above beene 


proved, Ergo. : | 

3. Tobow to, or towards the Bread and Wine, after the Sacra- 
mentis ended, as more holy, or as the place of Chrilts more ſpecial 
preſence, is ſuperſtitious : Therefore much more 1s it ſuperititious, 
to bow toor rowards the Table, with the fime opinion and reſpects. 
The conſequence 1s evident, 4 94/07? ad mints; Thoſe elements are 
farre morelikely, to be more holy, and to be the place of more /pe- 
ciall preſence, than the Table, becauſe they were properly holy, in 
their uſe, by divine Infiitntion ; Thereforc, if it be ( as 1t 6.) ſuper« 


{titionsto bow to or towards them, with thoſe reſpeAts, much more 


to bow towards the Table, with the fame reſpetts. The Antecedent 
is the judgement of all orthodox Divines : and beſides, it hath been 
proved by the pra&ice of the Church, that there1s no more holineſſe, 
no more /peciall preſence of Chrilt in them, after the uſe,ergo,to bow 
tothe, or towards them, with that opinion,is ſuperſtitious, and ve- 
ry necre if not altogether Idolatrons. And indeed, what hath bin the 
2round of Popiſh reſervation of the Elements,and adoration of the 
Hof, but this conceit, at leaſt in part, That they are more holy, and 
Chrilt more ſpecially (even corporally ) preſent there than in other 
places : And here this opinion I feare will end, if 1t bee not timely 
ſtayed. 

4, I adde yet a fourth reaſon, directed eſpecially againſt thoſe 
that fay and teach tat we may bow, not onely rowaras, but alſo 7» 
the Table, Thus I diſpute againſt this opinion and practiſe, If itbe 
not lawtull ro adore, or bow to the conſecrated elements during the 
time of the Sacrament, then mach lefle 79 the Table, when there is 
no Sacrament : The {:quell 1s frong,a majore ad minus:The Antece- 
dent is thus confirmed;becaule all adoration of a creature,is Idolatry 
2Cainſt the ſecond Commandement ; Thou ſhalt not bow down to 
it, nor worſhip it, cc, And therefore Papiſts themlcIves, to juſtifiz 
their Adoration of the Holt, as they call it are forced to flyeto their 
Tranſubilantiation, and :magine the bread to bee turned into their 
God ; For they conteſle, it it were not 15, but remained Rill meere 
bread, th:y were moſt grofle Idolaters. Now we, for our parts 
Joe confeſſe it to be bread (t11], and fo a creature and not God ; 
therefore we cannot without ldolatry terminate our Adoration 
upon it ; The Adoration which 1s tendered 1n receiving of the $a- 
crament, is tendered onely unto God, 1n the uſe of his owne ordi- 


nance; For the clearcr expreſſion of this,what honour or reverence 
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15 duc tothe Sacramentall elements, I ſhall make bold to tranſcribe 
and tranſlate, what I find in two learned and judicious Divines, 
profeſſors of Divinitie in ſeveral] Univerſities, 


Firſt, one thus declares himſclfe. A though divine honony is nor Du Amer.cal 
to bee applyed unto Sacred things m their uſe ; Nor thofe things 49 bee conſ l1b;4.c 31 | 
accounted for the next objetls of that worſhip, by which the worſhip us {i&.z. 


tendered to God, nor laſtly any worſhip of inferiour kind is tobe beſtow- 
ed upon them, all which are the errours of Papiſts, whilſt firit they 
worſhip the Hoſt as God, 2. Images as thenext, though not the ultimate 
objetts of religious worſhip , «And 3 holy veſſels, with a certaine re- 
ligions obſervance ; Tet that honour which 1s due to God, cannot bee 
yeelded duly unto him,nxleſſe the inſtruments thereof be handled with 
ſmgnlar reverence,becauſe of that ſtritt or neere connexion and relats- 
on, which 1 berweene the att; and inſtrument of that Att, 


Theother is more large and fuil in his expreſſion. This 7 /ay, 1, r.:.. p... 
there 15 no poſitive vemeration of the Sacrament, ( to bee indeed that (ul... 1berdon, 
which it 1s called ) unleſſe it be the Adoration of that thing whereof it 1c. p.35 9. 


is a Sacramezt,im the uſe of the Sacrament. For there is one venera- 
tion of the Signes, whichis Negative, if } may ſo ſay, by which wee 
take heed leſt wee uſe them uncomely or prophanely , Sowee doe re- 
wverence the temples dedicated to Goa, when we abſtaine from wislation 
or prophanation of them, and carry not our ſelves unazcently in them, 
But of things that want (enſe,there can be no Poſitive veneration law- 
fully,which may carry the name of Adoration,unleſſeit be the Adorati. 
on of Ged, in the uſe of the thing. As wee rewvercnce the reading of the 
ſacred Scripture, hearing it, with keads uncovered , that is honouring 
God, ſpeaking to 15, with an adoring geſture, Neither 1s that onr venc- 
ration or adoration any wayes terminated in the word: written or (poken, 
But that our adorative geſture is partly thanks-giving, whereby we 
praile God for his revealed Myſteries, and Qractons ſpeakmg to 15, 
partly it is a kind of Prayer,that Goa would maks our hearing ſaving 
r0us ; Otherwiſe, ifwe orant any religions adoration to 4 meere (,rea- 
thre, however wee clogke it with the name of Veneraticn, wee are not 
farre from Idolatry. So inreceving of the Euchariſt, that poſitive we- 
nratiun, or aderation, whereby wee reverently, and by an adering Way, 
receive the Symbols or Signes reac hedto us,is the worſbip adoration 
of God', For to uſe the dryme /yſteries reverently, is to uſe them with 
the reverence of God, Neither ought the leaſt adoring devotion of ony 
9m1m4 tend, or be faſtened any where, or upon any thing, bet upon God 
and in God, T herefore to adore or Vencrate the myFticall Symbols, is 
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ſpeciall preſence of God there, 1s ſo to doe, as hath above beene 


proved, Ergo. | ; 

3. Tobow to, or towards the Bread and Wine, aftcr the Sacra- 
mentis ended, as more holy, or as the place of Chrilts more ſpecial 
preſence, is ſuperſtitious : Therefore much more 1s it ſuperſtitious, 
to bow toor towards the Table, with the ſame opinion and reſpects. 
The conſequence is evident, 4 majore ad minus; Thoſe elements are 
farre more likely, to be more holy, and to be the place of more /pe- 
ciall preſence, than the Table, becauſe they were properly holy, in 
their uſe, by divine Inftitntion ; Thereforc, if itbe ( as 1t &,) ſuper= 
{titious'to bow 0 or towards them, with thole reſpeAs, much more 
to bow toward: the Table, with the fame reſpets. The Antecedent 
is the judgement of all orthodox Divines : and beſides, it hath been 
proved by the praRice of the Church, that there 1sno more holineſſe, 
no more /peciall preſence of Chrilt in them, after the uſe,ergo,to boy 
tothem, or towards them, with that opinion,is ſuperſtitious, and ye- 
ry neere if not altogether Idolatrous. And indeed, what hath bin the 
ground of Popiſh reſeryation of the Elements,and adoration of the 
Hoſt, but this conceit, at leaſt in part , That they are morcholy, and 
Chrilt more ſpecially (even corporally ) preſent there than in other 
places : And here this opinion I feare will end, if it bee not timely 
ſtayed. 

” I adde yet a fourth reaſon, direed eſpecially againſt thoſe 
that fay and teach tat we may bow, not onely towards, but alſo ro 
the Table, Thus I diſpute againſt this opinion and practiſe, If itbe 
not lawtull ro adore, or bow to the conſecrated elements during the 
time of the Sacrament, then mach lefle ro the Table, when there is 
no Sacrament ; The ſequel} is trong,s majore ad minus:The Antece- 
dent is thus confirmed ;becaulſe all adoration of a creature,is Idolatry 
2Cainſt the ſecond Commandement ; Thou ſhalt not bow down to 
it, nor worſhip it, c, And therefore Papilts themlclves, to juſtific 
their Adoration of the Holt, as they call it are forced to fiye to their 
Tranſubtantiation, and imaginethe bread to bee turned into their 
God ; For they confeſſe, it it were not 19, but remained fill mcere 
bread, thy were moſt groſſe Idolaters. Now we, for our parts 
doe confeſſe it to be bread (till, and fo a creature and not God ; 
therefore we cannot without Idolatry terminate our - Adoration 


- uponit ; The Adoration which is tendered 1n receiving of the $a- 


crament, is tendered onely unto God, 1n the uſe of hisowne ordi- 


nance; For the clearcr expreſſion of this,what honour or reverence 
| | 19 
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3 due tothe Sacramentall elements, I ſhall make bold to tranſcribe 
nd tranſlate, what I find in two learned and judicious Divines, 
rofefſors of Divinitie in ſeveral] Univerſities, | 

Firſt, one thus declares himſelfe. Although atuine honour is not Dc1me{.cal. 

o bee applyed unto Sacred things m their uſe ; Nor thoſe things to bee won{l15,4.c 21. 
ccounted for the next objetls of that worſhip, by which the worſhip # [i.2, 
endered to God, nor laſtly any worſhip of inferiour kind ito be beſtow- 

d upon them, all which are the errours of Papiſts, whilſt firft they 

*orſhip the Hoſt as God, 2.1[mages as thenext, though not the ultimate 

bjetts of religious worſhip , «And 3 holy veſſels, with a certaine re. 

ions obſervance ; Tet that honour which 15 due to God, cannot bee 

eelded anly unto him, urleſſe the inſtruments thereof be handled with 

ngnlar revererce,becauſe of that ſtrict or neere connexion and relats- 

n, which u berweene the att; and inſtrument of that Aft, 

Theother is more large and fuil in his expreſſion. This 7 ſay, ,, r,.:.. p... 
here 15 no poſitive veneration of the Sacrament, ( to bee indeed that (ul... 1berdon. 
phich it 1s called ) unleſſe it be the Adoration of that thing whereof it 11ic,p.3 59. 
4 Sacramerit,in the uſe of the Sacrament. Foy there is one venera- 

07 of the Signes, which is Negative, if } may ſo ſay, by which wee 

ake heed leſt wee uſe them uncomely or prophanely ; So wee doe re- 

erence the temples dedicated to Goa, when we abſtaine from wislation 

r prophanation of them, and carry not our ſelves unaecently in them, 

But of things that want (enſe,there can be no Poſitive veneration law- 

#lly,vhich may carry the name of Adoration,unleſſeit be the Adorati. s 

» of Ged, in the uſe of the thing. As wee revercnce the reading of the 

acred Scripture, hearing it, with keads uncovered , that is honouring 

70d, ſpeaking to 5, with an adoring geſture, Neither 1s that our vene 

ation or adoration any wayes terminated in the woras written or (poken, 

Jut that our adorative geſture is partly thanks-giving, whereby we 

raiſe God for his revealed Myſteries, and gracious ſpeaking to 15, 

artly it is a kind of Prayer,that God would make our hearing ſaving 

745 ; Otherwiſe, ifwe orant any religions adoration to a meere (,Tea- 

tre, however wee cloake it with the name of Veneraticn, wee are not 

arre from Idolatry. $0 inreceaving of the Euchariſt, that poſitive we- 

rratin, 07 aderation, whereby wee reverently, ana by an adering Way, 

eceive the Symbols or Signes reac hedto ms,isthe worſbip (> adoration 

f God, For to uſe the dive Myſteries reverently, is 10 uſe them with 

be yeverence of God, Neither ought the leaſt adoring devotion of ouy 

2ind tend, or be faſtened any where, or upon any thing, but upon God 

ud in God, Therefore to adore or venerate the my$ticall Symbols, is 
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- Fomſe them with adoration and veneratiin of God, Thus much I 


thought good to tranſcribe, that men may rightly underſtand how 
to dirc<t their adoration in the uſe of holy things. If any man lear- 
ned, defire to ſee how he anſwers the ſpeech of Theodores, The my- 


ſticall Symbols are worſhipped, hee may conſult the Authour in the 


place above mentioned, and receive ( I thinke ) full ſatisfaction, 

But ſome objeions may be made, the ſolution whereof will 
yet further clearc the point in hand ; As firſt it may beſaid ; If it be 
lawfull to adore God, rowards, or before the facred Elements, (not 
making them ol1jets of our worſhip ) why then may it not be al- 
ſo lawfull to adore or worſhip God, towards or before the Table, 
and not makeit an object of our worſhip. Tothis I anſwer, 

The difference is mnch betweene the things propounded ; For 


firſt, the Elements intheir uſo are meancs of worſhip, and that by 


Gods appointment, ſo is not the Table, but a meecre inftrumene of 
humane inſtitution. 2, Becauſe the Elements in their ule are pro- 
perly holy by divine {anification, and Chriſt there ſpiritually pre- 
ſent ; But neither of theſe ( as we have proved ) are applyable to 
the Table, 3. If any fay, when we docadore before the Elements, 
wee dos at the ſame time adore before the Table, aiid cannot chooſe 
but doe fo ; therefore if it be unlaw full zo bow before the Tab/e, it 
may alſo ſecme unlawſull ro bow before the Elements, To this I 
anſwer by diſtinRion as aforc ; To bow before the Table, mcerely as 
a place, inſtrument, or part of the Church, is not vnnlawfull : But if 
we ſhould bow rowards or before it, with thoſe religious reſpects 
of more h«lineſſe, or more ſpecial preſence of Chriſt 1n it, than in 
other places of the Church, we ſhould be ſuperſtitious, 1f not Ido» 
Jatrous. Laſtly, we ſpeake of bowing before the Table, at other 
times, chiefly when there is no Sacrament ; andtherefore this ob- 


© jcHion doth not hurt our cauſc, 


Yet ſome perhaps will be readice to lay hold upon our former 
grant, That it is lawful] to bow before the Table, conſidered meerce- 
ly asa place or part of the Church, as wellas it is lawfull to bow 
rowards any other part of the Church; For our Poſture of Adoration 
muſt be direted ſome way, and no way 18 limited by God, Eaſt, 
Wet, North or South,bur all left indifferent; Whercupon they will 
ioferre. that then, it being in it ſelfe indifferent and Jawfull, the 
Church hath power to determine - which way men ſhall dirc& 
their poſture of Adoration, and having determined, ſhee mult bec 
obeyed. And this is as much as they deſire, 4 

© 


Superſtition Revived. 

To this I anſwer ; 1.We grant that it is as lawfull to bow or 
adorc before the Table, as any other part or place of the Church, 
conſidering them meerely as parts or places without any rcligious 
reſpes: butthen we ay, it ig as lawfull ro dir: & our poſture any 
other way, or to any other part of the Church, {o conlddered, ag to- 
wards the Table; but this will little pleaſure them who plcad for 
our adoration to bec direQcd this way, and towards this part, ra- 
ther than any other, and give us religious reaſons for it ; For if the 
left it ſtil] indifferent, we ſhould not much contend, 2.1f then they 
will relinquiſh that hold, I meane thoſe reaſons, as weake and cr- 
roncous, we ſhall follow them to the pfeſent ſcruple now objc- 
Acd ; And this I fay firſt ; Our Church hath not determined yer, 
our poſtureto be this way direted, but left it free- for men to uſe, 
ornot to uſe. But ſecondly, we crave leave to confider whether 
the Church hath any ſuch power, I meanc, whether ſhee may law- 
fully dztermine all men to direct their poſture rowaras the Table, 
rather than to any other part ofthe Church. And, with duc reſpet 
uato our Mother, we may and docſuppoſc the cannot : Vor though 
the Churches power extends to indifferent things, and them onely ; 
yet theChurch cannot command the uſe of every thing indiff:rent in 
the ſervice of God, but muſt have due reſpeRt to other rules as well 
as this, whereby ſhe muſt dire her determinations. Aad they are 
theſe; 1 .Ot Order and decencie, 2.Al1l appearance of evill mult be a» 
voided, and things of evi/l report, 3. All occaſions of ſuperſtition 
arc tobe prevented as much as may be. Now if the Church ſhould 
determine our poſture to bs this way onely directed, almoſt all 
theſe rules would thereby be infringed. For, not to ſpeake of the 
violation of Chriſtian libertic ( iffo it were determined) the three 
Tiga arcall hereby violated, wee ſhall take them backward, the 
alt firſt. 

1. This were arcady way to breed and bring in Superſtztion into 
the Charch of God : For hereby ſome would, after a while, ſtudic 
religious reaſons, why their poſture ſhould bee this way direed, 
rather than any other way, and men (being naturally ſuperſtiti- 
ous ) would be apt to beleeve and entertaine them, viz. to thinke 
and eſtecme the Table as the moft Holy, and moſt preſentiall place ; 
And this we need not doubt, ſceing we ſec it done alrcady ; From 
whicherrours, once entertained, many more ſuperſtitious conceits 
will follow, as we have ſhewed above. 


Sol. 


2.Ic.isa thing of il! report, and bath jn it a plaine appearance of 
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evill ; whereby it proveth ſcandalous and offenlive, both to weake 

Proteſtants, who thinke the men that doe it, to bc idolatrons, and 
to (ſtrong or weake Papilis, who are confirmed in their Adoration 
of the Hoſt, becau'e they doe belecve it to be tarre more holy 

than the Table, and Chriſt more preſent there, And therefore 
whereas it isdefired by the 7, Canon of the late Synod, That the 
rule of charity may be obſerved, that they which uſe thu rite, deſpiſe 
not them who uſe it not, and that they who uſe it not, cor dermne not 
thoſe that uſe it, We \uppoſe they doe forget another rule of the 
Apoſtle, concerning the uſe of indifferent things ; They thax 
are flrong ought to beare with the infirmities of the weake, and not 
to pleaſe themiclves with dilpleafing others z but to forbearcand re. 
traine themſelves in their lawtull liberty, rather than to offend 
their brethren. And therefore we thinke they ought to bee fo farre 
from deſpifing them that uſe it not, that they themſelves ought not 
to uſe it, it being confeſſed an indifferent thing, and yet of cvill re. 
port, -nd carrying with it a face and appearance of ſuperſtition, 
and Iafily, ( which is not leaſt conſ1erable ) not yer determined by 
the Church. For though it be not in my power to neglect the uſe 
of a thing indiff-rent, if once commanded by the ſuperiour power ; 
( asnor to uſe it if it be forbidden ) yet when 1t 1s left eyery way 
indif-rent in it ſelfe, and by the Church, In caſc of offence and ſcan. 
dall, Tam bound to forbeare the uſe thereof ; St. Par! was of this 
mind ; / will uever eat fleſh whilſt the world ſtands, rather than of « 
fend my brethren Let others be a)fo ſo minded. 

3, Itis a breach of order, and fo of decencienn the ſervice of God, 
which is ſo much pretended for it, For if the Church would order 
men in their poſture of Aforation,t* were fitter to order it with re. 
fot to the place of the particular ſervice then in hand, ag 
towards the Font, in time of Baptiſme; towards the Pulpit, in 
time of Prayer and Preaching; and towards the Table, in time 
of adminiſtration of the Lords Supper :; And for this wee have 
a prefident or example for cne particuwiar; When, our Saviour 
preached, it is ſaid, The eyes of all that werein the Synagogue 
were faftened on him, It's very probable he {iood in the midſt of 
the Synagogne, or ncere unto it, not at any end thereof ; Where« 
upon it followes that they could not all dire their poiture one 
way, ſome looked Faſt, ſome Weſt, ſome North, ſome South : And 
this may be {aid for this ; That it 1t benot neceſlary tor all the peo- 
ple to fix their eyes, and ſo their poſture upon the Miniſter, yet it is 

very 
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very uſcfull ſo to doe, helping much to further attention, and to 
fix the words the more upon their hearts, and in their memories, 
And this is by experience found to be a good helpe tothis purpoſe, 
Now lct it further be conſidered, whether 1t be nota a &reach of oz. 
der, for all the Congregation to. direct their poſture one way, in 
time of preaching the Word, when God ſpeakes to us men, by the 
mouth of the Miniſter ; and a breach of Decencie alſo, in as much as 
many mult turne their backs upon the Minilter, and conſequently 
upon God ; And this cannot be avoided, it the Church ſhould de- 
termine all the Congregation to dire&ttheir poſture Eaſtward, or 
towards the Table, unicfle the Pulpitalio be removed into that part 
of the Church,which cannot be conveniently done in many, in moſt 
places. The like may be ſaid of the other particulars, In the time 
ofadminiſtration of the Sacrament, we ſuppole it neceſlary or very 
convenient, and muſt for edification, that all rhe receivers ſhould 
have their eyes direRted towards the Table, to behold the Conlecra- 
tion and Sacramental] ations of breaking the Bread, cc, For which 
reaſon our Church hath ordered, that the Table ſhould at the time 
of adminiſtration of the Sacrament, (tand in the body, that is, in the 
midlt of the Church or Chancell, that the people might come 
round about it, to behold the particulars before wentioned. Now, it 
the Church ſhould determine all men to worſhip Eaſtward ( as 
ſome deſire ) whilit ſhe ſeemes to c{tab)}1ſh Order, ſhe would ma- 
nifeltly breake it ; for fome mult neceſlarily turne their backs upon 
the Table, ( which would bce thought piacular and prophane ) 
which I thinke cannot be done without breach of order and decen- 
cic too. There 1s no way to helpe this, but to ſet the Table cloſe by 
the end of the Chancell,leſt any man ſhould(as ſome abſardly have 
{aid )fit above God Almighty.But then they fall into another incon- 
venience and greater miichiete, that they break the R ule of Zaifica- 
tion, becauſe many,in many, or moſt Churches of this Kingdome, 
ſhall ncither ſec nor heare the Conſecration, which is lo neceſſariec. 


Todraw toa concluſion of this buſinefſe. If any man ſhall yet 09jc#.3. 


further ſay, It being lawfull for to worſhip God any way, when 
the Church hath not determined it, 1t may no: ſeeme unlawtall if a 
min ſhall chooſe to direc his polture of Adoration that way ; For 
eleRion of the place or part, towards which a man will dire& his 
worſhip, carmot alter the nature of the worſhip, to make it wil- 

worſhip or ſuperſtitious. 
My anſyer is partly made to this alrcady, and further Tn En» 
arged, 
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larged. EleRion of a place or part of the Church to dire& our wor- 
(hip cowards 1t,in reſpeRt 
the like, as in reſpeR of ſuch circumfiances as may further the wor- 


of convenicncie,decencie, cdification and 


ſhip,doth not indeed alter the nature of the worſtup, or corrupt 1d; 
ſuch a part or place being rather of Gods chooting than our owne. 
For the Scriptures,&the Law of conſcience within,command us to 
make ſuch choice of place ( and time ) as may better our worſhip, 
But torule our election of part or place, to adore or worſhip God, 
by any ſuch circumſtance as hath not any influence into the worſhip, | 
ro better or further it, in him that doth performs it, but oncly ſuch 
25 is founded upon the device of man, and ends in ſuperſtition, 1s 
an ankewfallcletion, For example ; Suppoſe there were in the 
Church, an Image or Crucifix in the end of the Chancell upon the 
wall or window , ( as in ſome there is, and ſome of late ſet up ) 
it 18 no doubt as lawful] for a man to bow to God that way as any 
oth:r, if it were done without all reſpe& unto that rk or thing ; 
But if any man ſhall chuſc to boxv that way, rather than any other, 
before thoſe Images, I ſuppole it were ſimply unlawful], becauſe he 
regalatcs his choic: of place or part by fach a circumſtance as doth 
no way furthcr him in that a of worſhip, but directly tends both 
to further the Idolatrous Papiſt, in his worſhip of or by an Image, 
and alſo ſcanda'1ze the ſe that are weake, and hunſclfe incurrestFe 
ſuſpition ( or appeararce) of Idolatry.The ſame inconveniences fa!- 
I:1ngupon the choice of the Table, to be the part or place towards 
which wedirc& our adoration, Wee may conclude, that ſuch cle» 
ction sunlawfull. To cleare my f(zlfe,and (hut up all ; Ir is Jaw- 
ful}, yea, perhaps neceſſ-ry.in the time of adminiſtration of the Sa- 
cramznt, to choole to dir: & our Adoration towards the Table, or 
rather towards the Sacrament, as much corducing to further o'r 
worthip : tut ſo it is as Iawtull, and neceſlary to dire it towards 
th: Pulpit in the t1me of preaching; the reaſon of both was given 
afore; But for a man to chuſe to cireRt his worſhip towards the 
Table, when there 1s no Sacrament there, or wich thoſe rel1gious 
iefpcts of more holineſſe in.and more ſpecial! preſence of God at that 
place than any other, this we thinke to be ſuperltitious; And to this 
cur diſcourle 1s chiet'y directed. 


I had thought | had now done and anſwered all, But mecting 
with another pretence for this Adoration tewerds the” Altar, to re- 
move ( asthe Author ſpeakes ) the ſtumbling block of theſe times, 
of bowing towards the communion Table out of the way of all well 
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affe&ed people I could not let it paſſe without ſome obſcryation. 


Thus he fayes ; The T able being among conſecrated things, eitheyig G-Ironſ. 7. 
acquires ſomething by vertue of its ( onſecration, oy elſe the attion of queſt. of $ab, 
the ('hurch is not onely void, but alſo vaine and ale, which no man wilt 0379, 


( 1 thinke )affirme. That which the Conſecration conferres,cannot be any 
reall qualitie of holineſſe, for of this it is not capable : it muſt needs be 
therefore onely a fitneſſe or aptneſſe in the thing conſecrated,to worke upon 
the minds and underſtandings of men conſidermg it as (onſecrated,e And 
is nothing elſe, but an aptitude to ſtirre them up to holy thoughts, upon 
thoſe things repreſented, and atted upon that holy place, which multiply« 
ing themſelves, doe at laft breake forth into the att of holy worſhip,c>c. 
To: Tableis onely a memerative inſtrument, unto which the aſſiftance 
of grace is never wanting, either to beget in our minds ſuch thoughts of 
the death of Chriſt, or toextrat from our perſons ſuch a worſhip of 


him, if we be not otherwiſe wanting to onr ſelves, 


To which I have many things to ſay. Firſt, the Conſecration it 5,/. 


{clfe, now challenged and pratiſed by the Churchyis juſtly queſtio- 
nable. By what laiv of God or man ( except the popiſh Canon 
law ) is Comnſecration of Churches, or of things thereto belonging, 
juſtified ? 'V ho gave the BB. this authoritie, to (o»ſecrate, that 1s, 
to transfaſe any fuch vertue or cfficacic into the things conſecrated, 
to worke thus upon mens mings to (tirre up in them acceptable de» 
votion ? which 1s peculiar unto God, And, I pray, how doth hee 
juſtihe this c<ctual} conſecration, but from Cajerane, and the Ro- 
miſhſchooles ? 

Sccondly, the Table being among conſecrated things, an(i but one 
of them, v-hy 1 this ctficacie more given to it, than to the For? or 
Prlpir,( er Bell-ropes if they be conſecrated ) and why are other 
conſecrated things negle&<d ? Surely they may take it il], to bee 15 
ſlighted, Why may they not juftifie: their owing to the Font cc, 
as well asto the Table, upon the fame reaſon ? 

Thirdly, th: (onſecration of the Church or Table,c.1t it be ſup- 
poſed to be any more,than a meere ſeparation of them to ſacred uſes, 
during the decencie, convenience,cc, is not onely void, and vairic 
and idle, but ſuperititions alſo, derogatoric to the prerogative of 
God, who alone can effectually conſecrate things or places, to that 
purpoſe which is here pretended, 

Fourthly, but let ns conſider, what ( hz fayes ) the conſecrar zon 
doth. conferre : not any reall holinefſe, of that, the Table is-nor 
capable ; what then ? any relative holineſſe ? nor that, it _ 

E wry 
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Rom. 13.1; 


- ——V_—_— 


g aperſtition revived. 


why thew isit called a conſecraredrhing ? yet relative holinefſe, if 
properly {o called, is-proper and peculiar unto God, as wee:have 
ſhewed above. What is it then that the Conſccration conterres ? 
Nothing elſe but an aptitude or fitnefie to ſtirre up mens minds to 
toly thoughts, conſidering it as conſecrated. But firlt, 1s. not this 
groflc popiſh ſuperitition, as if it were in the power of humane 
conſecration to infulc into the things conſecrated an aptitude: ro, ftir 
up holy thoughts in the minds of men ? The Temple aud Altar con- 


ſecratedby God did no more. If therefore the ground, beenaughte, 


the devotion cannot be good, nor the worſhip holy. Secondly, the 
Table ( he faycs ) is.a memorative inftrument, unto which the aſfj- 
ſtance of grace isnever wanting, cither to beget1n our- minds ſuch 
thoughts, or to cxtrac from our perſons ſuch worſhip, if webe not 
otherwiſe wanting; unto our ſelves : But- who made. the Table a 
memorative inſtrument, with aſſiſtance of. grace to wait upon it ? 
Not God-for ccrtaine, he hath no where promiſcd his aſſitiing grasc 
ſhall wait upon the Tab/e, or any thing of mcere humane conſeora- 
tion, Not men, itis too much arrogance and preſumption, for ecn 
to take upon them the diſpenſation of grace, to ſtirre up ſuch 
moughts, to extra ſuch worſhip. And therefore: ſuch devotion ſo 
Rirred up, ſach worſhip ſo cxtracted from the confideration of the 
thingsas conſecrated by men, makes it ſo farre from being accepta- 
ble to God, that if we thinke to have grace attend upon' the uſe of 
this meancs, it will make it abominable. Such devotion deſcends 
_ from above, but is carthly, carnal], and ſuperſtitions ; And fo I 
cavcit. 


CHnavp. IV. 
Concerning private Devotionin a C hurch. 

Vperſtition,as well as truc Religion, 1s very fruitful] of con» 

0 cluons,with rhis difference, beſides others that truth hath li- 

mits, but errour and ſapcrſtition hath none. but one being 

granted, a thouſand follow after. There 1s ( as I take it ) a- 

nother branchof Superſtition ſpringing from the tame root ; That 


- men, Whenlocver they goc into a Church at any timefall do wine on 


their knees ( as neere the A/tar as they dare ) and there pur forih 


their private prayers, If they will give no rcaſen of this chcir 
pract 1c, as it is not A:3» Azrge612 A reaſonable ſervice, as 1t ought to 


bee, 
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bee, (o it giveseſtrong ſuſpitionof hypocrifie and vain-glcry, as it 
eic 1n the Pharitees of old, who prayed in the S ues and cor- 
ners of the (treets, tobe ſeene'of men; And it t 


hey will vouchſafe 
to give a reaſon, I ſuppoſe it is the ſame that ts atore given for the 
former practiſcs,viz.a conceit of more Holineſſe, und more ſpecial 
preſence of God there than inother places, which is the reafon ren- 
dred tor the generall reverence pleaded for i che firſt ccrollary ; 
Now that this is alſo grofſely ſuperttitious will thug appcare. If 
there be no more holmeſſe, nor more ſpeciall preſence of God, in the 
Church, than in other places, our houſes, cloſets, chambers, exc. 
then to pray privately in a puvlike place with that opinion is groſ- 
Iy ſuperſtitious, Burt the firlt hath becne proved true in the former 
diſcourſe,-rpo, 


For the Letter fatisfaRion of ſome in this particular, there may 05jef.r 


a double queſtion be moved. The firſt 1s this ; Seetng 1t 18 granted 
lawfull, not onely by us,but by the Apultle himſclfe,to pray, i a74 
Tov, inevery,in any place, why may it not bee alſo as lawfull to 
pray ; rivately in a Church, though 1t be a publike place, as in any 
other place. 

Tothis1 anſwer, 1 It the ( urch be confidercd as a place mcere- 
ly, without any Religious reſpett put upon it,v3z,of more Holineſſe, 
moreſpeciall preſence, or more cff-ctuall ro adde vertue to our pray- 
crs.it 15 as lawful) to pray there, as 1n afny other place.. 2.Butthen 
I addetheſe c: utions ; This mutt be, when either a man isalone,that 
he may not incurre ſuſpition of vain-glory, or clſc hath juſt occaſi- 
on © ffered him, now whilelt he 1s in that place, to ptay to God, e. 
£- Tfa men lived in a place where he had no conveniencicto be ſo- 
Iitaric,to performe his private devorttons, if hee opportunely meet 
withlibertic of a Church, I doubt not, but he may lawfully take 
It : or thus, Su2>poſe a man w:re torcee to Iye all night ina Church; 
hee might as lawfu'ly commend himſelte to (od by praycr, even« 
rg and morning there, asin his cloſet or chamber, conlidering it 
onely as aplzc* fit and convenient for the purpoſe, without thoſe 
former religious reſpeRs. Bt thus he mighe allo pray in the fie/dv, 
yea, 1n the {irects, in the greate(t concourie of pcople, as Sreven 
did, when they came all abont him, to ſtone him, He kneeled down 
2nd prayed,c+c, and { did Par! and his Companions upon the 
ſhore ready to depart. 

The other queſtion may bethis ; Suppoſe the Aﬀſembly bee come 
together, and the ſervice of God now 1n a&, then you yceeld the 
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place more holy, and God more ſpecially preſert there- Now ſuppoſe 
alſo,a man is caſt behind, whether by negligence, or ſome jult oeca- 
fion, whether is it lawfull tor him, when hee firſt comes into the 
Church, to proſtrate himſclfc, and fall to his private devotions, to 
prepare (as is pretended þ for the publike Service. It ſhould ſeeme 
he 20h fully may ; For if it be therefore unlawfull to pray privatc- 
ly in a Church, becauſe there 18 no more Ho no more ſpecial 
preſence of God there; then, when there is both theſe, 1t may ſeeme 
to be lawfull, | 
| To chis I anſwer many things, yeelding the Antecedent, and de- 
4 nying the conſ:quence : For, in publike worſhip, all the rules of 
worthipmult be obſerved, and a man cannot make amends for one 
fault, by making another. Now in this praiſe there are many 
faults meet ; as 
aaa 1. The not attending on the beginning of publike Service, for 
| Ns $19.13. hen hee might have joyned with the Congregation in proltration 
%\ jt12 nt  andpraycr,c#c. And this no doubt, this late comming to the pub- 
E muctunlice. Jke Service, is one cauſe of this diſorder, | 
i3N 2. The next faulr is, the want of preparation before hee came, 
1.1 which ought for to have beene done, Eccleſ,5.1. Take heed to thy 
"; foot when thou entereſt, that 18 before thou entcreſt, not when thou 
3 art entered, for then thoy muſt be more readie to heave ; that is, to 
\ Joyne with the Congregation ; I forveare to adde thereft. 
p 3. Buta worſe fault is this, a breach of Order and decencie, in 
#. <,Gr. of Tcgardofrhe place which 18 appointed for publike, and not for pri- 
| Sab.p.267. VAatc worſhip ; the houſe or chamber is for that, Math.6. Now as it 
ky VFewmenl i1sheld,andindecd 1s, a breach ot Order, in peaceable times of the 
vill 5 op4 >*© Church, when places are appointed for that end, to have publike | 
 0P70% mectingsand ſervice in private houſes : So it mult bee confeſſed a 
__ OG reach of Order alſo, to make private prayer 1 blike place. 
# , to p prayer in a publike p 
& - 4, Laſtly, but there is yet a wortſe fault than this, The' breach of 
Order and Decencie in the publike Service, which ſhould be Uniforme 
and unanimous, Pcople ſhould come together; depart together, 
pray together, heare, ling, reade together, which 1s ſtrongly and 
juitly pleaded for. And I cannot but wonder, that they, who ſtand 
{» much for /Vnifermitie, Order, and decencie in the ſervice of God, 
hould fo much forget and tranſgrefſe their owne Rule, as both to 
jultifiz and praQtiſe this Deformitie and d;ſorder, as when they come 
into the Church, intime of publike Service, tobetake themſelyes to 
their private deyotions, Ilcave them to conſider it, 
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To conclude this bulinefle, Though we doe grant, that proftrati- 
on and kneeling, and other geſtures of reverence,venow lawfull, ac- 
cording tothe particular Services in hand, yet wee affirme, they 


muſt be uſed with obſervation of that general] Rule, Lee all things 
(ia the Church eſpecially ) be done decently, and in Order, 


A Cenſure of certaine Aſſertions of De,M. concerning 
Bowing before the Altar, 


He particulars here following, arc part of -a Lettcr ( as it 
1 ſhould ſceme ) written by the Dr, to a friend, concerning his 
Bowing towards or before the Altar. And the beginning of his dif- 
courſc, is (asI take it ) an anſwer to an objeRtion made againlt 1t,by 
his friend,to this cff:& : That there is little or no diftzrence between 
his Aderatiop tow1rds or before the Altar,and Papilis adoration to- 
wards, before, or by an Image, To this he an{wers, . 


Sx-c rT. I. 

To worſhip Godby an Image, and to worſhip, him, towaras ſome place 
or Monument of his preſence, are things of a farre different na- 
thre. For the one ts abſolutely forbidden by the divine Law, and the 
other we find continually pratliſed by hu people, with his allowance 
and approvement, Thus in the Wilderneſſe they worſhipped him to- 
wards the cloud, as the monument of his preſence going with them, 


Exod. 33 10, & 34-58, 


To this I would reply by way of diftinftion. An Image may bee 
takencither (irictly for a Statue or Picture, or largely for any (1mt- 
litude uſcd in divine worſhip, and that either by divinc or humare 
inſtitution, If the Dr. take it inthe firſt ſence I grant bis Afertion 
true ; there is a difference betweene them, and the reaſon lyes faire, 
in Gods prohibition of the one, and allowance ar leaſt of the other, 
But if he take 1t in the ſecond ſence, and for a {imilitude of Divine 
inſtitution, there is little or no difference betweene them ; For ſuch 
an Image or ſimilitude is a place or monument of his Preſence, by 
vertue of his promiſe, to be preſent with his people, in the uſe of 
his owne ordinances. On the other (ide, 1t he take it for a ſimilitude 
or Image of mans inſtitution ( which is, when any place or thing is 
made, and clteemed more holy, and God more preſent there ) it is all 
onc, and little or no diff:rence there is, betweene adoration before 
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e,and adoration before ſucha place, or thing, male by men a 
hte dn of his preſence. As ſhall appeare hereafter. 


SncrT. lI. 

In the Tabernacle and T emple, they direed theer poſture towards the 
Arke of C-venant, ar mercy Seat, 4s the Throne and foot-ſtoole, 
Plal.99-5.& 132.7.28, &- Pl.5.17 — When they were abſent 
from the Temple, they turned thety faces towards the ſame, when 
they prayed or worſhipped, 1 King.8 44.49. Dan 6.10. 


To this fecend ScRion thus wee reply. In the Tabernacle or 
Temple, they dire<ted nor onely their poſture, bur their at of wor- 
ſhip, ( as the Dr.diſtinguiſhes SeR.6.) which 13 more, toward: the 
Arke or Mercy Seat,as the Throne or Foot-ſtoole ; The reaſons 
were, 1. becauſe thoſe were fimilitudes of Gods owne inſtitution, 
( as the Temple and Altar alſo were ) Sim2hitudes, I fay, and Types 
of Chriſt, and ze414 of worſhip, appointcd for thoſe times, to tig- 
nifie that a}l worſhip was,and 1s to bee directed to God, by and 
through Chriſt. 2.Becauſc God was pleaſed there continually to 
reſide, and there tocxhibite higpreſence to that pzople.Both which 
reaſons are wanting to our Tbles, as in the Application will ap- 


pea re, 


SECT III, 

And all this may ſeeme ( for ought that can be allcaged-to the contrary) 
Ex more £eneris humant, wtheur any new or peculiar precepe, 
which is nowhere tobe knowne , Nature having taught them, a in 
their adaveſſes to men to looke #po0n thety face. ſo in t hear adareſſes ro 
divine 1Ma'fty, to accommodate their pr ſtures to ſomething, where 
his preſerce was mare deciared than elſe where, whether as in rhe 


Feawers or as inthe Temple, or other ſacred places, and Monu- 
mints of his Preſence. 


That all this was done mecrcly ex more generis hnmani, is partly 
falſe ; For Dexr.26 3.10. there is expreſl: command, that the off>- 
rer, preſenting his offering to the Prieft, ſhould Jeave it there, be- 
fore the Altar, and bow himfclte before the Lord, And beſides,there 
was a mutuail itipulation betweene God and Solomos;, that when 
any did pray towards the Temple, though farre off, that God ſhould 
hearc in heaven, which 1s cquivalent to a precept, As for the Hea- 


then 
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therin their addrofſes to their, Gads, they had reſpect of their Ima- 
gcs.or Altars, to which.they had contined. the preſence of: their 
Gods, Thercforc apprehiending them there to be preſentmorethan 
in other placcs, no matvell if they did accommodatetharr poſtures 
to that place. Nature indeed: may teach men, that wh:re God 
cxhibites his preſence, thitherward the worſhip may bee dircRed ; 
But I ſuppoſe, no Chrittian will: confine Chritts preſexce, more to 
the Table, thanto any other part of the Church; when there is no 
Sacrament there at the leaſt : And therefore this will little helps 


the buſineſle. | 


SECT, 1V. | 
Hence it appeares, that:to worſhip Goa, Verſus locumpreſentiz, or co- 
waras the place where his perſon is any where ſpecified gs no Idolatry, 
or forbidden in the ſecond ( ommandement. For that which was no 
Iaolatry in the old Teſtament, ſurely can be none in the New, what 
ever fault may, be otherwiſe. 


Hence it appeares indeed, that to worſhip God, Verſus lorum 
preſentie ,&c, 1s no Idolatry ; but hence 1t is ſuſpeed, that the Do- 
ctor begges the queſtion, 1n taking for:granted, that the Table is 
locus preſentie, whenthere is no Sacrament ; Nor is his reaſon an- 
nexed generally true, For that may be Idohatry or \':perſtition in 
the New. TeGament, which was-none in the Old, e.g, If a man 
ſhould now worſhip God toward' Feruſalem, or the Templ: there, 
( with opinion of Hoelineſſe, or ſpecial preſence of God there, to 
make his prayer more accept: ed,c5<c. )it were no doubt, Idolatry or 
ſuperſtition, becauſe thoſe are now ccaſed to be meanes of worſhip. 


SECT. V, 

The reaſon of this difference of worſhipping God by an. Image, and wor- 
ſhipping towards ſome place, where his preſence 1s ſpecified, 3s this + 
becauſe in the former, the creature is uſed objeflively, in the alt of 
Divine worſhap, #n the other not (0. 


This reaſon aſſigned by th: Door, of the difſerence betweene 
the things propoſed,v:z. that in the one the creature is uſed obje- 
Ctively, in the other not fo, is moſt unſound, For firſt Papiſts them- 
ſelves docnot,or fay they doe not uſe the Image objeQively, as ter- 
minating their worſhip ultumately thereon; but fay they gy =: 
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an Image and adoration before ſuch a place, or thing, made by men a 
Monument of his prefence. As ſhall appeare hereafter, 


Sn cr. ll. | 
In the Tabernacle and T emple, they airefted their poſture towards the 
Arke of C-venant, or mercy Seat, as the Throne and foot-ſtoole, 
Plal 99.5. & 132.7.28, & Pi.5.17 — When they were abſent 
from the Temple, they turned theiv faces towards the ſame, when 


they prayed or worſhipped, 1 King.8 44.4. Dan 6.10. 


To this ſecend SeRion thus wee reply. In the Tabernacle or 
Temple, they dire<ted not onely their polture, bur their at of wor:- 
ſhip, ( as the Dr.diſtinguiſhes SeR. 6. ) which 18 more, cowards the 
Arke or Mercy Seat,as the Throne or Foot-ſtoole ; The reaſons 
were, 1. becauſe thoſe were fimilitudes of Gods owne inſtitution, 
( as the Temple and Altar alſo were ) Sim!hitudes, I fay, and Types 
of Chriſt, and zea:2 of worſhip, appointed for thoſe times, to 1ig- 
nifie that a)l worthip was,and 1s to bee direted to God, by and 
through Chriſt. 2.Becauſc God was pleaſed there continually to 
reſide, and there tocxhibite hispreſence to thar pzople.Both which 
reaſons are wanting to our T«bles, as in the Application will ap- 
Pcare, 


SECT III, 

And all this may ſeeme ( for ought that can be allcared to the contrary) 
Ex morc Cencris tumani, witheut any new or pecultar precrpr, 
which is nowhere tobe knowne , Nature havw'g taught them, as in 
their addveſſes to men to looke #pon their face. [o in theyr adareſſes to 
divine aft, to accommodate their p-ſtures to ſomething. where 
his pre/erce was more deciared than elſe where, whether as in rhe 


Feavers or as inthe Temple, or other ſacred places, and Monu- 
mints of his Preſents 


That all this was done mecrc!y ex more generis hnmani, is partly 
falſe ; For D«wr.:6 3.10. there is expreſl> command, that the off-- 
rer, preſenting this offering tothe Prieft, ſhould eave it there, bc- 


fore the Alrar,and bow himſclic before the Lord, And beſides,there * 


was a mutuail i:ijpulation betweene God and Solomor,, that when 
any did pray towards the Temple, though farre off, that God ſhould 
heare in heaven, which is equivalent to a precept, As for the Hea- 


then 


- + aw 
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thewin their addroſfſes to their, Gads, they had reſpect of their Ima- 
ges or Altars, to which they had contined: the preſence of their 
Gods, Thercforc apprehending them there to be preſcentmorethan 
in other placcs, no matvell it they did accommodate their poſtures 
to that place, Nature indeed may teach men, that wh:re God 
exhibites his preſence, thitherward the worſhip may bee directed ; 
But I ſuppoſe, no Chrittian will confine Chritts preſexce, more to 
the-Table, than to any other part of the Church; when there is no 


Sacrament there at the leaſt : And therefore this will little helpe 
the buſineſls. | 


em 


SECT, 1V, | 
Hence it appeares, that-to worſhip Goa, Verſus locumpreſentiz, or co- 
wards the place where his perſon is any where ſpecifiedis no Idolatry, 
or forbidden in the ſecond (, ommandement. For that which was no 
Iaolatry in the old Teſtament, ſurely can be none in the New, what 
ever fault may. be otherwiſe. 


Hence it appeares indeed, that to worſhip God, Verſus lorum 
preſentie &c, 1s no Idolatry ; but hence 1t is ſuſpeed, that the Do- 
ctor begges the queltion, in taking for granted, that the Table is 
locus praſentie, when there is no Sacrament ; Nor is his reaſon an- 
nexced generally true, For that may be Idohatry or ſ':pcrſtition in 
the New Tefament, which was none 1n the Old, e.g, If a man 
ſhould now worſhip God toward feruſalem, or the Templ: there, 
( with opinion of Holineſſe, or ſpecial preſence of God there, to 
make his prayer more accep: ed,c>c. )it were no doubt, Idolatry or 
ſuperſtition, becauſe thoſe are now ceaſed to be meanes of worſhip. 


SECT. V, 

The reaſon of this difference of worſhipping God by an Image, and wor- 
ſhipping towards ſome place, where his preſence is ſpecified, 3s this ; 
becauſe in the former, the creature is uſed objeflively, in the all of 
Drvine worſhip, #n the other not (0. 


This reaſon aſſigned by th: Door, of the difſerence betweene 
the things propoſed,v:z. that in the one the creature is uſed obje- 
Ctively, inthe other not 1o, is moſt unſound, For firſt Papiſts them- 
ſelves docnot,or fay they doe not uſe the Image objectively, as ter- 
minating their worſhip ultimately thereon; but fay they worſhip 
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God or ChriR, 6y, before, through, or towards the 7mage. 2 They 


that worſhip God toward or before the Table, as the Throne of Ma- 
3:Rie, asthe moll wy , and moſt preſentiall place, doe as much uſe 


the creature obj<Rively, making the Table objefFum mediatum &- 
relativum, of the worſhip, as they that worſhip God ly an image, 
and where 15then the diff:rence ? The true ground of the difference 
was given before, becauſe the former is forbidden by the ſecond 
Commandement, the other not, but rather commanded. For h=that 
torbids us toin ike an Image, and to wor(h'p it, or by it, doth not 
barre hinſzIfe from making Images or (imilitudes of his own wor- 
ſhip, or frum requiring u: to worſhip him, in, by, or through the 
fame. Yea, the athrinative part of that ſecond Commandement ſup- 


poſcs boththeſz, 1 ,Thou ſhalt worthip God, 2.in, or by, his owne 
pre{cribed Images, 


SECT. Vls 
For take notice that the creature may be uſed m Divine worſhip, exther 
per modum obyjectt, in reſpett of the att of worſhipping z or per mo- 
dum inliru nent!, or circumſtance encly. T he firſt without queFtion 
ts [dolatry, for the Lord our God is a jealous God, and cannot en- 
dure that any created thing ſhould partake with him, by way of ob 
zeet,in the worſhip given him. But he that adhibits an [mage wn the 
att of Worſhip, if he attend it as an Image, makes it an obje(t, not of 
h:1s poſt ure onely, which any other creature might, but of his att al- 
ſo, becauſe hee adhibits it as a repreſentation of the objeft, where 
unto his wor ſhip is direfted, and conſequently as an objett repreſent a- 
toe, whereon this Atl firſt refieftiag, paſſeth to the Archetype which 
though it be no mare, than to make it ovje:tum mediatum, or rela- 
tivum, 22 abſolutum & ultimum, y-r is #t more than Gods jealouſie 
will endure. But as for the other, te uſe a creature in the aft 0 
worſhip by way of inflrument or circumſtance, f meane of time 6+ 
places not unlawful. 


There is in this Seton a threefold diſtin&tjon, which being di- 
{indy cleared, will give good lightto the preſent buſineſſe, 1.The 
Crcature may be uſed in divine worſhip, either objeRively, or in- 
ſtrumentally and circumſtantially : Inftrumentally or circumitanti- 
ally, when the creature 15 uſed meerely as a crex'ure, without any 
Religious reſpect put uponit ; Ojettively, when the at of wor- 
$h1pis ſome way or other terminat<d in the creature, 2.When the 


Creature 
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creature is ufed objeRively, it may be conſidered, either as the ob- 
je& of our a of worſhip, or as the objeR of our poliure onely ; 
but this diſtinRion is coincident with the former, and almoſt the 
fame ; For to make the creature the abje of our polture oncly,is to 
uſe the creature onely circumſiantially ; 3.When the creature is 
nled as the ebjet of the at of worſhip, that is of our worſhip it 
{elfe, it may admit of this diſtinRion ; Itis uſed either as the abſo- 
lutc and ultimate objeR of our worſhip, or relatively,and mediate- 
ly, as Papiſts doe diſtinguiſh, to avoid the cenſure of Idolatry, in 
worſhipping of Images, Now apply this to our preſent cauſe ; 
The Door acknowledges, that to uſe the creature as an objc& of 
our at of worfhip,whether abſolutely or relatively,is Idolatrons, 
becauſe it makes the creature to partake with God in his worſhip, 
by way of obje&, which God can not cndurc, no not when it 1s 
made objeftum mediatum, or relativan ; that is, when it is madean 
objec repreſentative of the Archetype, to which the worſhip is 
diretcd, But now TI ſhall adde my affamption to his propoſition ; 
thus: he adhibits the Table, inthe a of divine worſhip, as an ob- 
jc repreſentative, or as a repreſentation of the obje&t whereunto 
his worſhip isdireRed, ( as they doc, who adhibit or uſe it, with 
attending it,as the mt holy, and moſt preſentsall place ) that man 
uſes acreature objectively, relatively, if 110t abſolutely ; mediatly, 
if not ultimatcly ; making it not onely the obje& of his Poſture, 
which any other creature, any other part of the Church might be, 
but allo of his a& ; Therefore it is Idolatrous, and more than Gods 
jealoutic can cndure, in the Doctors owne words, But we procecd. 


_ 


SB CT, VIL 
Firſt it is not unlawfult to uſe the creature per modum inftrumenti, 
for then it will not be lawful, to w/e a booke when we pray, or ſing, or 
give thankes unto God or to wſe a T able or Chalicein the eel: brati- 
on of the hely ('ommunion, cc. | 
It is, no queſtion, lawfall to uſe the Creature in divine worſhip 
by way of inſtrument, Bu: I appcale the DoRors wiſdome and 1n- 
genuitie, whether, when he bowes towards or before the Table, as il 
Solium ( brifti, oras a place moſt holy, and repreſentative of ('hrifts ; | 
preſence,&c, heuſe the Table onely by way of infirument. We doe i 
indeed {ouſc it, when weulc it, to hold the elements, which are | 
conſecrated thereupon. Burt if ay put any religious reſpc&s upon 


it, 
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it, 28 Solium Chriſti, Throne of Majeſtic, preſentiall place 8c, What 
doe they Ifle than Papiſts, 1n worſhipping God or Chriſt, 5y or 
before an Image ; who ( as they ſay themſelves ) adhibit the Image 
onely as an ob repreſcntative, not terminating their worſhip ul- 
timately therein, but uſing it as a repr-ſcntation of the obje, and 
conſequently as an objeR repreſentative, whereon the AR of wor- 
ſhip firſt refleting, paſſethto the Archerype, If yet they will fay, 
they uſe the Table with thoſe reſpects had unto it, per wodnum initru- 
went; , they may goc on, and ſay , The-lewes uſed the Arke, Tem- 
ple, Cloyd,&c. whenthey bowed rowaras them, onely by way of 
iſtrument. And by the ſame reaſon or diftintion, they may bow 
not onely before the Font or Pulpit but alſo 


before a Crucifix or F- 
mage, and ſay, they uſe them not, per modum objetts, but onely per 
modum inftrumenti, © 


Sx c T. VIIL 
Secondly ,»ot per modum circum(iantize loci aut temporis ; fey ther 
5t ſhould not bee lawful to uſe Oratories or ('hwrches to worſhip tn, 
oy any certaine place theresn, appointed for the Prieff to officiate at ; 
or to appoivt any certaine dayes or times to worſhip God in, as Sun« 
dayes and Holy-dayes ; But all theſe, our prattiſe ſhewes, we eſteeme 
lawfull,8&c. 


As for this ſ-cond part of the Application of the diftintion, it 


is an{wered as the former ; and further, thus ; It 1s lawfull ro ufe 


Churches, as alſo houſes, cloſets, ficlds, c. ro worſhip God in ; To 
chooſe dayes or times convenient alſo for that purpoſe ; that 1s, as 
placcs,or as times meerely conſidered. But to worſhip God towards 
any p/ace, or in any time, ( if he have not appointed any ſuch ) as 
more holy, or efficacious to our worſhip, is 'a groundleſle, vainc, and 
ſuperſtitious praQice. All places, qua places, are alike indifferent,and 
meere cireumftances of worſhip. But to worſhip God, with rcla- 
tion or reſpeRto ſuch a place as more holy, or as a repreſentation of 
his pr-ſence, is more by much, than to uſe it by way of circum- 
ſtance,even to make it ob1etium mediatum,or relativum of our wor- 
ſhip, and by the Doors owne conclufion, morc than Gods,jcalou- 


fie can endure. 


SECT. IX, 
If then it be lawfull to uſe a creature for the abi, or place where, why 
nor alſo, verſus cuem , ubi & quo bemp alihe imadifferent circum- 
Peances of place ? And if this ſhoula not be lawfall, then would ir bee 


7 od 
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fauna, oſs, to loft up our hands and oyes to hoaven © or if the deternys 
Don onely, by a creatre, in worſhip, be [delatry, why 
wright we not juſtly ſerwple , left the poſture of our face and hand: r8 


heaven-ward, might make ms guvity of wor ſhipping the beaſt of hea- 
ves, ſunne, 6. 4s Idolaters did. 


By that which hathbeene ſaid already , this conclaſion need not 
tobefeared. For if we make them objetts of our poſture only,thero 
isno ſcruplc, of being Idolatrous, info doing : But if wee ſhould 
make them objects of aur worfhbip, although but medrtely or re- 
latively, as putting m re holineſſe, or efficacie in them, or in our po- 
Aure, by Gods or mans inſtitution , I ſyppoſe the DoGt. would not 
deny, but wee were ſuperſtitious, whether others Fu. ape us fo, or 
no. And this is their v=ry caſe, or lunderiiand not what they mean, 
when they call the £4b/e , the Throne of Chrift , moſt holy place, 8c, 
Although this alſo may be added, that Chrilts corporall preſence is 
certainly confined to the heavens, by the Scriptures: and thrrefore 
to lift up our hands and cycs to heaven there 1s 200d reaſon, yet as 
mecre circumſianccs of our worſhip, For if we pray, as the Publi- 
can did, with hands hanging down,and cyes dejected to the ground, 
yet ſhould our Prayers be no leffe accepted. But they dare not yet 


fay, Chriſts bodily preſence is more confined to the Table , than to 
ethcr parts of ibs Church, 


SECT, 10. 
end for our ſeenrity borein, our bleſſed Saviour hath tawght 14, to ſay, 
inthe Lords Prajer , which he hath left xo the Church, Our Vather 
which arc in heaven,&c. For withour queſtion, if wee may detey- 
min the divine preſence thus, in eur ſpeecb, we may dos it likewiſe, at 
theſame time in our Poſture ; which 14 no more,than to expreſſe thax 
viſibly, by our geſture, which we miter vocally with our monthes. 


This inſtru&ion of our Saviour, in the Lords Praycr, both juſti- 
hes and ſceurcs us , in lifting upour hands and eyes to heaven. But 
when the DoRor would infcrre, that, if we may determine the di- 
vine preſence thus in our ſpeech, we may doc it, at theſame time in 
our polture, he ſpeaks both incongruoully, and impertinently in my 
judgement. Firſt incongruouſly : for 1. we determine not the di- 
vine preſence to heaven, but God himſelfc, and Chriſt hath done it, 
if it be done, 2, wee may indiffcrently determine our poſture to- 
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wards heaven , or any other place, as place, bur to make that place, 
or that poftwre (as wee ſaid) more holy and officacions to onr prayers, 
that wee take to be ſuperſtitious , and little better than Idolatrous, 
Sccondly, the DoQor ſpeaks impertinently to the caulc in hand ; for 
though wee grant that it is Jawful! for us to determine our poſture 
thither , where God hath pleaſed to determin © his owne preſence ; 
yet wee deniz, that it is lawfull for us to determine the divine pre- 
ſence, to what place we plcaſe, and then to determine our poſture of 
wor (hip towards that place, with that religious reſpeRt. And this 


the Doctor muſt prove, or he docs nothing, 


SECT. II. 

Now therefore to apply thu ro the Hypotheſir. The Table or Altar (for 
the difference # meerely verball ) in our C hriftian (hurches, anſwers 
ro the Ark or mercy ſeat in the Jewiſh Temple, bemg ſol1um Chrifii, 
and accordingly by antiquity, was acconnted of, as oculus Ecclcliz, 
and the molt ſacred thing ; as the place where the booke of the holy 

Gofpell, by ancient cuſtome, lay, parallelto the 2 T ables; The pot of 

Alanna, to the holy Eucharitt, that ts, theſarred monument of the 

New Teftament, as thoſe of the old Covenant. Why may not then the 

hike refpeft be bad to it, in the poſtnre of our ſacred Adoration, which 

the fewer, in theirs, had, not onely to the Ark but to the Altar which 
ſtood before it, even tothe Temple it ſelfe, when they could not come 
to performe their adoration there, as aſoreſaid. 


at of In thus Section, the Door beggs the queſtion more than once ; 
worſhip deing Firſt in gencrall,rto ſay, that our riltian Churches muſt anſwer to 
chanzed,itwas the old temple : whereas their temple being in all parts of it Typt- 
expccienr, Call, was ro cndin Chriſt, the Antitypz ; 2nd therefore ours ſhould 
that the out- teas little like theirs, as may bz. 2. In (pcciall , to ſay, that our 
whale "oc FJablemutanſwcrto their Ark, orm-rcy ſeat ; nay rather, if to any 
lace,and ſo- Thing, to their rableof ſhew-bread, asT would think ; but to their 
Hs times, Altay rather, if they would ſpeak congruouſly to their owne way ; 
ſhould be d.t- for ſo they ſhould finda parallel to their Altar, 3. He begs againe, 
Ins From In ſaying, The table is the moſt ſacred thing ; For wee denie the rab/e 
b w b, 4 f : to be more ſacred extra nſum, than other parts of the Church : And 
Tvcat. of Sab, Wthe uſe, the booke of the Goſpel] layd upon it. or the Holy clc- 
p. 269. ments conſcerated, arc wore holy than the table , Why then may xo! 
the holy elements, it any be left, cha)lenge to be the moſt ſacred thing, 

and be reſerved, and fo adoration tendered towards rhery, rather _ 
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towards the table ? 4, He begs once more, in ſaying, the #4ble is /o- 
liwm Chriſti , or oculus Ecclefie, For what ever Antiquity pleaſed 
to ſpeak, in their wanton and tranſcendent metaphors, Chriſt js not 
repreſented on the table, as in his Majeſtic (for which a Throne 1s 
neecflary) but as in his loweſt humility, broken, crucified, &c. for 
which a Croſſe were fitter thana Throne, And if any ſhall ay,why 
the very Crofſe was Chriſts Throne, on which he did triumph, ag 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks; there isa faire way opened now , to introduce 
a Crucifi« to be hung over the Table, (as ſome where ir is done)and 
then adoration pleaded for, towards that, as ſclimm Chrfts,8c. 5.1t 
our table repreſent th:ir Arke, our Churches may alſo repreſent 
their temple, and why may not the like reſpett be tenderad to them, 
as tothe temple, to pray towards them, when we arc far from them. 
Laltly then , his queſtion is cafily anſwered , The like reſpeRt may 
not be ſhew<d to our table, in our Poſture of Adoration, which the 
Jewes ſhewed to their Arke, Altar, Temple, &c. bccauſc they were 
media of worſhip , of Gods owne ordination : ours oncly inſtru- 
ments of decencieand converniencie, of humans inſtitution. 


SECT- 12. 

Laftly , all Nations and Relipions have beene wont tou (e ſome re 
verentiall geftmre , when they entred into their Temples. And oxr 
Saviour in the Goſpell , would not have hu Diſciples enter into an 
houſe without [a/utation,Math. 1 0. 1 2. 7 hen why ſhould not we think 
it a part of rel 4080748 manners to doe as much, when we enter into the 
houſe of God. Now of all geſtures in adoration, bowing the body ſeems 
zo be the moſt comely, jo ready for that purpoſe , and of all poſtares 
therein ( and [ome grſtures there muſt needs be )that u the beft, which 
:4 elirefFedtowards that whichu facred, and of moſt eminent re- 
lation to God 3n the Charch, being the holy Tallc or Altar, 


We arc now drawing to the concluſion ; and this wee have to 
ſay, I. That the GentiJcs uſed ſome reverentiall geſtures when they 
entered into their temples, the reaſon was ſhewed afore , becauſe 


they confined their Godsto their z2emp/es, which whoſocyer ſhould 
imagine of the eab/e, ſhould be ridiculous, to ſay no more, 2, Our 
Savioursdir:-&ion tor civillſalutations makes no rule (but fallible) 
to order our Religious worſhip by, when we come into our Chur- 
ches ; but wee muſt have recourſe to the revealed will of God. 
3. Rcligious manners require no more of us(tor ought I know Fo 

3 nat 
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that wee doe not profane the places and things imployed to Gods 
ſervice: But tha requite any pefitive reverence,(not having 
divine fanification) 1s yet to prove. 4, 1t is therefore another m1- 


ſerable begging, to ſay, there mult be lome religi..us poſture or ge. 
ſture oſed. when we ce into our Churches : unkſle the ſcrvice of 


God bethen in hand, and then the poſture mult be futable (as much 


as may conveniently be) tothe particular kind of wor hip, then m 
being ; ifat prayers, kneeling : ifreading, preaching, or ſinging, 
fitting, or ſtanding reverently 8c. 5. To lay, that of all peſtwres, 
thatis beſt, which is dircted rowards that which is ſacred , and of 
moſt eminent relation »o God, ec , ISA concluſion like the premiſes, 
For x, it istaken for granted, which 1s denicd, that the zable is the 
moſt [acred and of moſt eminent Relation to God : for which they can 
alledge no divine inflitution. 2. If that be the belt poſture which ts 
direRted towards that which 1s ſacred: then any ocher poſture, or 
gefture ſodirected , might be beſt, as well as bowing, It hee ſay, 
that is moſt ready,and moſt comely, he begs to the very cnd, and fo 
wil : doe (I think) overlaſtingly, or elſe hee cannot maintaine hig 
caulc, 


eA [wrvey of another Letter, written by a learned Authour 
Concerning the ſame things 


Frer I had finiſhed the former diſcourſe and cenſure, I light 
A uponanother Letter of a learned man ronching the ſame mar- 
ters, which becauſe it containes ſomething ot infilted on by others, 
and alſo bath prevailed much with ſome ( out of reverenceand re- 
fc to the Authour ) to ſway them, not onely to the opinton, bur 
the pra:tife alſo of the things in queſtion, I though it very necet- 
{arie to conſider briefly, the ftrength and reaſon of what hee writes, 
Whercin I (hall procccd, as 1n the former, taking onely the ſuinme 
and ſubſtance of the particulars ; without tranſcription of the 
whole. | 
Sc T. I. 
Concerning Houneſſe of Charches, 


Relatzoe | 'olinefſe ( of which places are onely capable ) is nothing elſe 
bur a ſtate of Relation of peculiaritze to God-wards, either inreſpett 
of preſence,or proprietic & Dominion, of preſence , when God's after 
a peentiar manner preſent, as when he appeared to Moſes in the fla- 

ming 
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ming buſo, Exod 3 5. Of proprietie , when a thing being dedicated, 
or conſecrated to the Divine Majeſtic, the proprictie thereof be- 
comes ſo hu, at it is no longer ours. For thus tobe Gods, is to bee his 
in a peculiar manner, and not as other things are ; For otherwiſe it 


true, the whole earth is the Lords, and the julnefſe theredf, &c, 


In anſwer whercunto, theſc things are very conſiderable : Firſt , 
his definition or deſcription of Relative Holmeſſe may bee admitted, 
if he ſpeake of Relatrve holineſſe, properly ſo called; For ſo ſome 
learned uſe for to dillinguiſh, Re/ative Holineſſe is, in reſpett of de- 
ffination tothe uſe of holy things : And that relation proceeds exthey 


from Divine or humane [Inſtitution ; If it be done by God, it 15 true and 


proper relative holineſſe, inreſpeft of the Divine will ; if by men, hols- 
neſſe cannot any wayes be attiy:buted, but onely in reſpett of the ( holy ) 
things done in them. Where theſe things arc to be noted, 1 ,That he 
makes no relative Holineſſe, m reſpet of Divine preſence, bat onely 
in teſpe of divine deſtinationor taſtitution, 2. That he makes ds. 
vine inftitetion on] /j to make things properly holy ; humanegvery im- 
properly, if at all, onely wich refpe to the ends and uſcs of them, to 
holy imploym-nts, which this Authour takes no notice of. If hee 
Ipcake of proper holineſſe, that indeed is a relation of jeculiaritie to 
Godwards : For his (o»ſecrati.n, or ſfanctification being nothing 
elſc, but a ſeparation of things to his owne uſcs, mult needs produce 
ſuch a pecul:aritie or proprictie, as that they are no longer ours. But 
if he intend it of humane deaication,or conlecration ( as Ithinke hc 
doth ) the queſtion 1s too boldly begged, to ſay, that thac makesany 
ſuch peculiaritic, or gives ſuch a pWprictic unto God , that the 
things are perpetually his, and may never bee alicnatcd unto other 
uſes, as (ha]l appearc anon, 

Secondly, his dittinction of things Relatively holy, cither in re- 
ſpc& of divine preſence, or proprietze, 1s not diſtin enough. For the 
preſence of God being diverſly exhibited, may alſo be diftinguiſhed 
into /e/ible, Symbelicall, and ſpiritual , Whereas this Authour by 
the in{iance that he gives of Gods extraordinary, ſenſible, viſible 
apparition inthe bufh to Moſes, feemes to take no notice of the reſt, 
and to thinke that this preſence onely makes a place to be holy , It fo, 
he is firſt deceived ; for the Sywbolicall preſence alſo made the Tem - 
ple holy ; and ſecondly , that kind of preſence being not now extant, 
18 nothing to his purpolc, which isto prove Rolincfl: in our Chur- 
ches, whereno ſuch preſence can be found, 


Thir'ly, 
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Thirdly, whercas he ſeemes to fay, That dedication or counſecra” 
tion of a . Ot to the divine Majeftic,gives God ſuch a proprierieha* 
the thing becomes ſo his, as it is no longee ours : this is contrary to 
the Churches praQtile if he ſpeak of humane dedication: For it is cvi- 
dent thatChurches themſclves dedicated to holy uſcs,and other things 
thercunto belonging, have ccaſed to be Gods, and conſequently to 
be holy, and have returned unto common ulcs , that 1s, to bee ours 
againe, Nay morethan ſo, Things conſecr ated by Goa, that 1s, by his 
inflitution,now under the Goſpell, after the uſe 18 over, doc returne 
againc tobe ours, and common ; as for cxample ; the warey after 
Baptifine, the breadand wmeafter the Lords Supper is ended.,accor- | 
ding to the judgement and practice of all reformed Churches; Ther- 
forc Humane dedication or conſecration deth muchleſs giveuod ſuch 
proprierie, as that things fo become his, that they arc no longer ours, 

In thoſe pla- *Fuurthly,it is point a worthy a further ſerious confideration, whe- 

| ces and things ther Humane dedication, or conſecration, doc give any ſuch proprectie 


& thereis ſucha to God, in rhings dedzeated, as that they doe become fv his, that they 


| (elativepro- greno longer ours. And uponTthis,the Holineſſe of them now plea- 
penny > bur <4 for doth depend : For things are therefore faid to be #07, be- 
"les them Cauſc they arc Gods by ſpeciall proprierse and ſeparation of them to 
alwayes holy, him ; not therefore Gods, becauſc they are made Holy. Hence it is, 
and alw2ycs that whereas in the law of the firſt borne, it is ſaid, Exod. 13. a, It 
his, » corny ſhall be mine : In the Goſpell, Luek.2.2 3 it 15 ſaid i ſhall be holy 
ey ve ecu tothe Lord: And ſoin the law of Tythes , Zevit, 27. 30, All the 
apa Swann. Tythes of the land are the Lords, holy to the Lord: Virli appropria- 
Reade debitum. rea unto him, and then conſequently holy, that is, ſo his,that they are 
Pe 12.4, no longer ours. Now the ation is, whether hamaene conſecration 
or dedication doth make things properly Gods,and conſcqu:ntly holy: 
For the refolurion whereof, that. which hath already been faid,con- 
cuces much : 22. the practice of the Church and State, alicnativg 
things and p'aces, dedicated by men, to other uſcs, than fir(i th:y 
were devorcdto : which argues, that in their judgement, therc is 
no ſuch propriety given to God,that the things doe ſo become his, as 
rhat thcy areno longer ours : But this is an «argument « poſteriori, 
and perhaps the practice may be unlawful ; at leaſt this man, and 
his copartners muſt, for once, ſay ſo : wee will therefore argue it a 


little further. And thus wee doe proceed unto ſome conlideratiors 
and proofes about ir. 


1. Confa. 


I, Inthe timcs of the Law, God had propriety by a double1ight, 
firſt his ownc atthoritativc appropriation ot them tohimſclfe. 2. By 
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voluntary dedication by the people. For there were not onely $a- 
crifices commanded by God, but free-w1ll offerings alſo devoted by 
the people. And thelſc latter fort (as well as the former) were fo 
madc Gods,and conſequently holy ,that they were no longer theirs, 
nor might be alienated, without cxpreſle licence (rom God,upon ſuch 
conditions as he was plcaſcd to preſcribe : which arc evidently to 
be found in Levie, 27. where there are many Lawes, for there- 
demprtion of their Tithes, and things voluntarily devoted and fanci- 
ficd by the people. 

+ 2 Thercafon of the holineſſe of things freely devoted, Rood not 
inthe deabcationor conſecration of them by men , but in the accepra- 
tion of them as his, and fo holy , by God himſelte, both allowing 
them ſo to doe, and giving Jawes to receive and order them, Which 
without thoſe lawes, had beege will-worſhi>, and fo not accepta- 
ble unto God, For which cnd God had a Treaſurie appointed to 
receive things thus off:red, as his. 

3. It isnow in the time of the Goſpell , Jawfull for men to de- 
vote things, td pious (as well as to charicabl=)uſes, But with much 
diff-rence from thoſc times of the law. 1. That then, the things 
were immediately devoted unto God; now mediately dy men;For they 
arc given, ſappolc, to ſuch a Church, ſucha Pariſh, or ſucha Mini- 
ſer, for their caſe of charge, for their maintenance, &c.and ſo doe re» 
motely, & at lalt redound to the honot of God,(as alſo things given 
to charitable uſcs doc) but not immediately and next]y as thole free- 
wil oft-rings in the tine of cheJaw,did. 2.Then it was aft wu Religie. 
165,& a part of worſhip,now itis att religioſus,or homins religiofs, 
not Religions ; and rather at py affeftw than pr-tarir, And though 
the keeping of that promiſe or vow, to devore ſuch a thing to pious 
uſcs, was to him that made it,an a& of Religion, as a promiſe made 
to God : yet, neither was the making of that promiſc,any at of Re- 
ligionproperly,or any partof worlhip, nor the ehing by promiſe de- 
voted, any part of worſhip. And 3. Then it was utterly unlawfall, 
not onely forthe perſons devering, without cave, but for any other 
perſon, private or publick, to al:cnate the thing devoted unto God : 
but now , though it cannot be alienated by the perſon devoring, yer 
the Statc, upon ſufficient reaſons, may aicnate it, which appeares by 
that law of our Jand, that if any man devote any land to the Church, 
without the leave and allowance of Parliamenc , after the Incum- 
tents death, it becomes a Mort, and falls into the hands of the King: 


which could not be done, without Sacriledge, if the private dedica- 
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:10n did give God ſuch propriety in the thing,that it ſo became Gods 
that it was no longer mans, Now from hence wee may conclude, 
that the dedication or conſecration of any thing by men, doth not 
makeit ſo peculiarly to be Geds, that it 1s no Jonger ours: which 
may thus be cleared. Firit, God hath now no ſtanding Treaſuric to 
receive ſuch things, erected inthe New Teſtament, as he had in the 
Temple of old. 2. He hath not commanded, nor that I find allows« 


cd, any dedication of any thing to him immeazarly, For though a pri-+ 


vate man may givea Cup to be uſed in the Sacrament , a Cuſhion, 
Table-cloath, &c. which he cannot, as a private man, altenate : yet 
in propricty of ſpeech, I denic it to be giyen immediatly to God, * but 
rather to the Pari/h : And theugh they may not, needleſly alicne, or 
alter that gift , yet if it be battered and unſerviccable, they may : 
and the new one needs not be made af the fame Individuallflyer, 
nor juſt of that value, and proportion. 3. This argument is to mee 
unanſwerable. Ifir be not 1n the power of men, to make any thing 
a part of worſhip,then it 1s not in the power of humane conſesr ation, 
to give God ſuch propriety in the thing dedicated, that it becomes ſo 
his,and is no longer ours ; the reaſon of the ſ:quell is, becauſe that is 
to inake it a part of worthip. Butthe Antecedent 19 moſt true, by 
the ſecond commandement. It belongs to God onely to preſcribe 


the parts and particulars of his owne worſhip. Ergo, But more of 


this againe anon, Wee goc on. 


Of this holineſſe, any thing is capable, that is capable of peculiar re. 
lation unto God, perſons, places, times, and things, As Temples and 
(hurches,in which (N.B. ) both theſe relations concurre, of divine 


preſence, and divine propriety. For it 1s both Gods houſe, as dedicated 


to his name, And the place alſo wherein Goa us wont to be preſent with 
them, in his word and Sacraments : Tempora Sacra, as the Loyds 
day, and ether Holy and Feftivall times : Perſonz Sactz, as Prieft's 


and (1 lergie,hc, 


Bur to this wee ſay, Firſt, hee confounis things that differ very 
much, in regard of holineffſe : as the Lords dayes, with other Fefii- 
valls : the MiniHters & Temple with Churches ; the one fort where- 
of are properly holy , by divine inſtitution, the other properly, by hu- 
mane conſecration, 2, Hecisas indiſtinct in application of his Rela- 
tive Holinefſc unto Churches, For neither doth hee diRinguiſh of 


Gods preſence there, nor yet of dedication, yyhether he meanc, djvixe, 
or 


Saperſtition revived. 

or kymane conſecration : If hee think that Gods ſpiritual preſence 
makcs the Church to be holy, it is denicd ; unlefſe he will yeeld,that 
where cver God 1s ſpiritually preſe ent, the place 18 preſently made h9- 
ly ; and that, not onely during th: time of the ordinances,kis word 
and Sacraments, but alſo extra »{um, which he intends, as we ſhall 
perceive afterwards ; If he meanc humane dedication;it is alſo denied, 
that this doth ſo make the places to be holy , that they become ſo 
Gods, that they are no longer ours. This, wee take it, is the diffe- 
rence | etweenc the Temple , and our Churches, in regard of Holi- 
neſſe : That the one was not onely conſecrated by God , but alſo 
made the place of his Symbolicall preſence , whereas ours are con- 
ſecrated by men, without command, that we know of; and he is on- 
ly ſpiritually preſent there : and conſequently the former was proper- 
ly holy, with relation to Gods, both conſecration and preſence , the 
lan onely improperly , with reſpeit to the holy duties there per- 
formed. And therefore we may truly fay, This Holineſfſe had place 


under the Law, but not under the Goſpell : whichthus hee replyes 


upon. 


/ any ſhall except , that in the Old TeStament indeed, this holinsſe 
ad place, but in the New, there is no ſuch thing, I would encounter 
him thus, If any place under the Goſpell may be more peculiarly the 
place, of divine preſence than every place : If any thing in the Goſpel! 
may be more peculiarly Gods , than every thing, then ſuch holmeſſe 
hath place in the New Teftament as well as inthe Old, Sed verum 
prius, Ergo. 


In an{wer whereunto,we muſt firſt diftinguiſh of divine preſence 
asafore ; It is /en/pble,\[ymbolicall,and ſpirituall,The two firſt are not 
tobe found in our Churches :For neither did God ever ſer/ibhy appear 
in our Charches, as to-oſes in the Bulh ; and if he had, it had made 
them onely holy for that time of apparition , which will not ſerve 
his turne, Nor is there in our Churches, any ſtanding /5mbole of his 
preſence,ag was in the old Temple, which made it properly koly. And 
as for his ſpir3t#all preſence, as it 15 there,onely during the time of the 
holy afſemblics, and ordinances there adminiftred ; fo it makesnot 
the place holy, if at all, longer than the time of thoſe performances; 
which will ſtand him in little {iced , to his maine purpoſe ; which 
13,to prove holnefſe there,extrau/am,when there isno publick wor- 


ſhip. Yethe proceeds. z 
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Jy this, you may judge, what tothink of Do, Burgeſke his aſſerti- 
on, T hat Temples were holy,only in the holy ſe of them, If his mean« 
ing be, they are holy no longer, than during ſuch aſe ; would hee ſay, 
that Miniſters are ſacred perſont , onely while they are officiating in 
preaching,cc. andat other times differing nothing from Lay-men ? 
world he ſay, the Lords day is holy onely for the time that drvine ſer- 
vice gontinues and no longer ? Par enim cſt ratio. / confeſſe I beard 
one not long ſince preach ſo ; But he was not aware , that by this aſ- 
(ernioy, he blew up the foundation of his owne Tenet , Concerning the 
reverence due to ({ burches and Altars,&c. 


To this we ſay theſe things. Firſt, there arc ſome who will not 
yecld ſo much, as D.B yo that Churches arc holyeven in the 
uſe. And that not without probable reafons ar leaſt, 1. It 18not 
found in the New Teſtament,that cv« r the places of Chriſtian aflem- 
blics are called Holy. 2. They arc perſwaded, that the fpirituall 
prelence of God makes no place holy, nor ever did,no not in the old 
Teſtament, 3, Nor (fay they ) hath the Place any influence at all 
into the Religious Duties (which it ſhould have, if it were, m pro- 
per phraſe, to b:ſtiled holy, even during the uſe thereof) but 1s only 
a phyficall AdjunR of the Dutics,and at moſt,but helpfull co th: bo- 
dics conveniences. Let theſethings be conſidered ; and we add, 

Secondly, he againe confounds things that diff:r much : perſons 
and Time conſccrated by God, and places conſecrated by men : The 
former are ſacred, extra uſum, ſo arenot the latter, for ought hee 
hath ſaid. 

Thirdly, h- could not tut know, th tthere were many , beſide 
the man whom hce heard pre. ch, that hold, that the Lords day is 
holy, no longer than the publick divine ſervice continues, who, (a8 
he truly faycs) are not aware, that by this afſ-rtion they blow upth: 
foundation of their owne Tenet, concerning the Holineff: of Chur- 
ches, extra uſum publicum, andthe Reverence due tothem and Al- 
tars, at all times, when thzre is no publick worſhip, But ie 1+ qult 
with God to infatuate men, and confound their tongues agarn(t 
their owne opinions : For I have often wondered,how men ſhould 
pe {o injurious, as to deny the Lords Day, to bs wholy Holy, and fo 
to.be obſcrved, in privacc as well as publick,and yet to affirme,that 
the Church is Holy alwayes, when there 13 no publick worſhip : 
par enim eſt ratio, ſayes our Author : If any ſay , the reaſon of the 
tormcr 18, becauſe th. y hold the Lords day tobe onely an ___ 

ica 
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Aica)l inftitution ; the Cime may be ſaid much more of the latter ; 
For Churches arc, without all doubt, but of hamane conſecration ; 
butthe Lords day is by many learned Divines maintaincd to be of 
Divine inſtituticn, And ſeeing this Author ſecmes here to be of this 
opinion, hz might cafily have ſcene the difference, that there is not 
par ratis, in things conſecrated by God, and thoſe which are conſe- 
crated by men : Or if he think , the Lords Day ta be of Ecclefiaſti- 
call conſtitution too, as * after he ſeemes to doe, he alſo blowes up * Sf. 3. Thy 
the foundation of his owne preſent Tenct, concerning Holincſle in ws oY x 
Churches, extra #/3m, as well as the Preacher did : unlefle hee can © en in haig 


h ; X lowinz cycry I 
give us ſome better ſatisfation, which thus he offers to doe. fiſt d of heli 


wceekz&c. 
I woulddefire you toconſider well this propoſition, That a place may 
be ſaid vo be Holy, relation to arvine preſence, not onely where God 
#5 in ſuch manner preſent attually, but where be ts wont to be, yea or 
bad wont to be, T herefore Danicl prayed towards Jeruſalem, when 
the Temple was defaced, and burnt, and the Ark of the covenant was 
gone. Teacven there, where he hath once beene,in ſome illuſtrious and 
extraordinary manner. Witneſſe mount T abox, which onely for the 
glorious trans figuration of Chriſt thereon, having never had any other 
divine relation, 1 by $, Peter, 2 Pet.1.1 8, termed the holy Mount. 
Beit ſo, that the Sacraments are no longer Sacraments, than in the 


uſe of them, yet are they holy, as long as they are for that uſe. 


Here are many things lyable to jul exceptions. Firſt, if this pro- 
poſition might paſſe, the day were his. But I pray conſider, how he 
beggs the queſtion, and (teales upon us, to grant him what hee can- 
not prove, thata place is tray ſaid, not to have beene, but to be ho- 
ly, when God i; not actually preſent :; which 1s moſt falſe, bothin 
rcſp<c of the {en'ible preſence, for the buſh was not holy, after that 
apparation, and alfo in reſp<& ofthe Symbolicall preſence, for the 
place of the Temple was not holy,after the Ark and Altar was quite 
Lone , and the typicall uſe expired ; And as for the ſpirituall pre- 
lence, it doth not make the place holy , when aRually exhibited, 
much lefl , after it is .cnded, for then more places than the Church 
ſhculd be holy, where God hath bin aCtually,but ſpiritually preſent, 
which I think ke would not have granted.God was wont tobe pre- 
ſent, atually,and Symbolically in the Temple, in Jeruſalem ; ther c= 
forcthoſs places-may be faid,to have bin holy ut to fay they are ti] 
holy, and morc holy than other placcs, is Popiſh Superſtition. 

G3 Secondly, 
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Superſtition revived. 

Secondly, his proofe is not ſufficient. For Damel had another 
ground for what he did, in praying towards the Temple, vis.a pro- 
miſe ( which was to laſt till Chriſtcame, who was typified by the 
Temple Taos any did pray towards that houſ:, in any place of 
the world, God would heare in heaven, 1 K:ng.8. But if this Au- 
thour, while he lived, or any now ſhould pray towards the Tem- 
ple of /eruſalem, or any Churchot ours, with reſpect of more holi- 
nefle there, the werld would Jaugh at his. ſuperſtitious folly, yer 
certainly God had wont to be preſent in the Temple, 

Thirdly, the like may be ſaid for Mount Tabor ; St. Peter calls it 
the holy Mount, not becauſe 1t was {o then when hee writ, but be- 
cauſe it was ſoduring the Transfiguration ; as if one ſpcakin 2 of the 
buſh, or the Temple, ſhould call chem the holy Buſh, or the holy 
Temple. Or if he thinke it was holy in St. Pecers tune, let him tell 
us whether it be ſo till, or when 1t ceaſcd fo to be. 

Laſtly, his conclulion ſpoiles his projet, Bee it ſo ( (ayes he ) 
that Sacraments arc no longer Sacraments, than in the uſe of them ; 
yet arc they holy, as long as they are for that uſc : But firſt, the dit- 
ference betweene the Sacraments, or Sacramentall e'ement;,and the 
Church, is manifeſt, the one arc conſecrated by Gods inſtitution, 
the other by men. Next, the Application mult be this ; So churches 
at moſt are but holy in their uſe (for fo are the Sacramentals ) during 
thetime of the holy imployments ; but after that rerurne to be as 0+ 
ther places, for ſo the Sacramentalls doe, after thcir uſ>, return= to 
be common, though properly holy in their uſe by divine infticution, 
and divine'preſence with his owne ordinances, which cannot ſo 
well be ſaid of Churches. Vnleſle therefore he can prove ſome other 
preſence of God in the Church than fp! ritual], namely Symbolical], 
he cannot for ought I ſee prove that there 1s any Holincs in Chur- 
ches, extra uſum publicum, it at all : And this heſcems to undertake 
to doc, in that which followes, 


SECT. IT. 
Whether the holy Table may be rightly called 

Solium Chriſts. 
lexpefled no ſcruple at that fpeech, For if the holy Table be ſedes 
corporis & ſanguinis Chrifti, why not lolium Chriſti? har 7% 
ſoltum, but ſcdes, nempe Regia 3 Ard # not the body of Chriſt 
Burihuorowus? Hence eAntiquitia Called the holy Table, 0: d'y.or, 
and the place where it ſtood <1axr2;ty, Euſeb. hiſt .cecl. 1.10.0 4+ us 
X : OAdOr. 


Superſtition revived. 


odor, lib. 1. c.1 7. T heſe two places T thought not unfit ro cite, that it 


might appeare, how farre the conceit of the Ancients, and ours dife 
fer m this poant, 


Any ſober conſcience might well ſcruple that ſpeech, which at 
belt, is moſt improper, at worſt, ſcandalous and offenſive, it not {u- 
perſtitious and :doJatrous, For firſt, the Table is not properly ſedes 
Corporis,&c. but as it is the place of the Sacramentall elements, and 
they are more likely to be ſedes corporis &c. yet they are improperly 
{o called,for they arc not ſedes,but Signa,fignes Sacramental and figu= 
rative,2. Chrifts body is indeed &a0iautr ot ue, But I pray,is Chris 
budy properly apon the Table at any time ? Heaven 1s my throne, 
is here applyablc, ſo is not the Table, 3. But ifhe take it properly, 
it is not onely ſcandalous but Idolatrous, and fſavouts firongly of 
Romith Tranſubſtantiation : the Bread and Wine being in their op1- 
nion turned into the very body and bloud of Chriſt, no maryell if 
they ſay, the Altar is /olirm { hriſti. 4. They much miſtake the mat- 
ter : For Chriſt isnot repre{ented in tho Sacrament upon the Table, 
as In his Majeltie, but rather as in his lowelt humilitic, and humilia- 
tion ; and therefore the Table is moſt improperly called his Throne'; 
rather repreſenting his Croſſe whereon hee was crucified, than his 
Throne whercon hee ſits as glorified. Laſtly, thoſe hyperbolicall 
expreſſions, and wanton metaphors of the Ancients, have (unawares 
to them good men ) filled the Church with ſuperſtition, Itmatters 


not therefore how neercthes Ancients and ours doe come in their ex- 


preſſions, buc how neere they come to the truth, and holy Scrip- 
tures, which never ſpeake in ſuch a language. 


SB cT,1L. 
How, in the New Teſtament, God or Chriſt can be ſaid to have his 
T hrone or place of preſence in our Churches, when they ave not 
by divine ( as were the Tab. and Temple) but knmane ap- 


pointment, and without any ſuch Symbolum, as the Arke 
there was. 


1 anſwer ; Toerett or (et apart a place for Divine worſhip, and the 
exerciſe of the rites of Religions juris naturx,and approved by God 
from the begining ; It began nut with the Tabernacle or Temple, 
made by Gods ſpeciall appointmeat to Moſes, Abraham, lac, Ja- 
cob, erefted places of Divine worſhip whereſoever they came without 
@ny ſpeciall appointment from God, &C. This 


J 
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hig proofe is nat. ſufficient. For D4wel had another 
4 hath did, inprjng towards the Temple,vis.a pro- 
1 was to laſt till Chriſtcame, who was typified by the 
Temple , that if any did pray towards that houſ:, in any place of 
the world, God would A in heaven, 1 K:ing.8. But if this Au- 
thour, while he lived, or any pow ſhould pray towards the. Tem- 
ple of Terwſalem, or any Churchot ours, with reſpe&. of morcholi- 
neflethere, the werld would Jaugh. at his, ſuperſtitious folly, yer 
certainly God had wont to bepreſent in the Temple. . 

Thirdly, the like may be ſaid for Mount Tabor ; St. Peter calls it 
the holy Mount, not becauſe it was {o then when hee writ, but be- 
cauſe it was ſo during the Transfiguration ; as if one ſpeaking of the 
buſh, or the Temple, ſhould call chem.the holy Buſh, or the. ho] 

ple. Or if he thinke it was holy in St. Peeers time, let him tell 
us whether it be ſo Kill, or when it ceaſcd fo to be. 

Laſtly, his concluſion ſpoiles his projet, Bee 1t To ( (ayes he ) 
that Sacraments arc no Jonger Sacraments, than inthe uſe of them ; 
yet are they holy, as long as they are for that uſe ; Burt fiſt, the dif- 
ference betweene the Sacraments, or Sacramentall e'ements,and the 
Church, is manifeſt, the one arc conſecrated by Gods inſtitution, 
the other by men.. Next, the Application mult be this ; So churches 
at moſt are but holy in their uſe (for fo are the Sacramentals ) during 
the time of the ho p imployments ; but after that rcturnc to be as 0- 
ther places, for ſo the Sacramentalls doe, after their uſe, retutne to 
be common, though properly holy 1ntheir uſe by divine inftitution, 
and Ive tte cc with his, owhe ordinances, which cannot ſo 
well be faid of Churches. Vnleſle therefore he can prove ſome other 
preſence of God in the Churchthan fpirituall, namely Symbolicall, 
he cannot'for ought T ſec prove that there 1s any Holines in Chur- 
ches, extra uſa | publicum, it at all : And this heſcems to.undertake 
to doe, in tat which followes, | 


ST Er 
Whether the holy Table may be rightly called 
| | _ SoliumChriſts. | 
Iexpefted no ſcruple at that ſpeech, For if the holy Table be ſedes 
corporis & ſanguinis Chriſti, why nt loliuam Chulſti? xhar 7 
ſolium, bt ſedes, nempe' Regia 3 And # not the body of , Chriſt 
BzTinuov ww tf Hence eAntiquitie called the holy Table, £001 LY1Or, 
and the place where is ſtoog «14670504, Enſcb, hiſt ce). 1.10.6 4+ Tipe 
| | its | . : odor: 
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odor, lib. 1. c.1 7. Theſe two places I thought not wunfit r0 cite, that it 


might appeare, how farre the conceit of the Ancients, and ours aif- 
fer m thr point. 


Any ſober conſcience might well ſcruple that ſpecch, which at 
beſt, is moſt improper, at worſt; ſedhd3lous and offcriſive, it not (u- 
perſtitious and :doJatrous, For firſt, the Table is not properly ſedes 
corpoyis,&c.buit as it is the place 6f the Sacrimientall elements, and 
they are more hikely to be ſedes corporis &c. yet they are improjrerly 
ſocalled,for they are not ſeder,but $igna,fignes Sicramental and figu- 
rative.2. Chrifts body is indeed &a51autr 03a, But I pray,is Chriſts 
body properly upon the Table at any time ? Heaven 1s my throne, 
is here applyable, ſo is not the Table. 3. But ifhe take it properly, 
it is not onely ſcandalous but 1dolatrous, and 1avours firongly of 
Romitfh Tranſubſtantiation : the Bread and Wine being in their opi- 
nion turned into the yery body and blond of Chriſt, no maryell if 
they ſay, the Altar is /oltwm { hrift3. 4. They much miſtake the mat- 
ter : For Chriſt isnot repre{entetin tho Sacrametit upon the Table, 
as in his Majeſtic, but rather as in his lowelt hnmilicic, and humilia- 
tion ; and therefore the Table is moſt improperly called his Throne'; 
rather repreſenting his Croſſe whereon hee was crucified, than! his 
Throne whereon'hee ſits as glorified. Laſtly, thoſe hyperbolicall 
expreſſions, and wanton metaphors of the Ancients,have (unawares 
to them good men ) filled the Church with ſuperſtition, Irmattcrs 
not therefore how neercthe Ancients and ours doe come in their cx- 
preſſions, but how neere they come to the: truth, and holy Scrip- 
fures, which never ſpcake in ſuch a language. 


C36 TM 
How, in the New Teſtament, God or Chriſt can be ſaid to have his 
T hrone or place of preſence in our Chnrches, when they ave not 
by divine ( as were the Tab. and Temple) but knmane ap- 


pointment, and without any ſuch Symbolum, as the Arke 
there Was. 


1 anſwer ; Toerett or ſet apart a place for Divine worſhip, and the 
exerciſe f the rites of Religions juris naturz,and approved by God 
from the begining ; It began nit with the Tabernacle or Temple, 
mae by Gods ſpeciall appointment to Moſes, Abraham, Ifaac, Ja- 
cob, ereted places of Drvine worſhip whereſoever they came without 
ny ſpecial appointwent from God, &c. This 
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This ſhall quickly be diſpatched, That conyenient places ( in 
times of peace ) ſhould be {cr apart, tor the d-cent and orderly per- 
formance of Gods ſervice, ſeemes to be a diftate of nature ; but that 
thole places ſhould ever after be holy, cven extra #{nm publicumand 
made the Thrones and places of Gods ſpeciall preſence, when there 


is no publick worſhip there, is not yet proved. Yet thus hee goce 
about it, 


For the nature of thoſe places, wee tan no where learnt it better, 
than from that of the Lord to Moſes, Exed,20, immediatly after he 
bad pronounced the Decalogue , where premiſing that they ſhonld not 
, make with him, God: of filver,&c, he addes, In all places where [ 
record my name, | will come unto thee. Here is contained the defini- 
nition of a place ſet apart for Divine worſhip , It is the place where 
Ged records his Name, and communicates to men to bleſſe them, 
T he memorial of Gods Name is any Symbell or token, wherby he te. 
ſtifies his Covenant, and as it were commerceth with men, — Now } 
arke, did not Chriſt ordaine the holy Euchariſt, to be the memoriall 
of his Name, in the New Teſtament ® Doe this, (aith he in remens- 
brance of me, And there be theſe that will nc ſticke to ſay, that 
Chriff is as much preſent here, as the Lord was upon the Mercy- 
Seat, betweene the (herubins. Why ſhould not then the places Appoin- 


red for the flation of his m:moriall under the Goſpel, have ſome 
ſemblable Santline to that of old? 


To this Ianſwer ; Firſt, the deſcription and definition is exten= 
ded heretoo far, For they arc-intended onely of ſuch places,as arc by 
God himſclfeſet apart for his worſhip,with reſpec cſpzcially to the 
Tabernacle andTemple,though neither of them as yet creed. In the 
places where I ſhall place the memoriall of my Name : not in all 

laces that men ſhall ſct apart. But God hath not (ct apart any place 
in the New Teſtament, where to record his Name. The promilſe of 
Gods coming unto them,and blefling them, was made not only to 
the ſacrifices and ſervices, but to the very places : but now God 
hath not made any ſuch promilſe to any place, but to the daties 
whereſocver performed, and the perſons wherefoever aſſembled. 
Where cver two orthree arc gathered together in my Name, there 
I will be in the midſt of them. And therefore the caſes are not alike. 
2, Thc Euchariſt indeed 1s appointed to be celebrated, for a memo- 
riall of Chriſts death; but that,as at firſt it was done ina common 
roome, as is conf:fled hercaftcr, fo it may bs done in any place fic 


and 


ind convenient, which the Sacrifices of old might not : and that's 
enother difference, 3.Though the Sacramentall elements be Sym» 
boles or tokens, whereby he teſtifies his Covenant z yet ſo is not the 
Church or T«ble , Therefore all that can becefaid, is but this, That 
the Sacrament hath ſemblable ſan&itic, to thoſe of old ,and that the 
Sacramental clementsare the Throne,or of ſpiritual preſence , 
where ever the Sacrament is adminiftred; but fill with this diffe- 
rence, that this memoriall is not alwaycs preſent onthe Table, as at 
lcaſt ſome of thoſe were in the Law, and therefore the Table can at 
moſt be ſaid to be holy, and the place of Preſence, but onely during 
the time of Adminiſtration of the Sacrament, which will not doc 
him ſervice engugh, to prove the places holy, when there is no pub- 
lick worſhip. Yet ſomething he layestothis. | 

Tos will ſay, T his Chriſtian memorial ss net alwayes there preſent, 
as at leaft ſome one or other of thoſe in the Law were, ] anſwer, it 
is enough, itis wont to bee. As the Chaire of eſtate loſes not bis re- 
lation and due refpeft, though the King be not alwayes there. And 
remember, that the Arke of the Covenaut was not in Jeruſalem, 
when Daniel opened his windowes,and prayed thitherwards, and was 
wanting all the time of the ſecond Temple, 

This is ſtifficiently anſwered before ; For firſt, it is not ſufficient 
to make a place perpetually holy, that God was wont to be preſent 
there 4: And then ,Gods ſpirituallpreſence ( which onely 1s now in 
the Sacrament ) never mide any place holy. But we adde, 1:By the 
ſame reaſon he may conclude, that the Font or Prlpir are Gods 
Throne and place of. preſence, and alike holy with the Te, be- 
cau 
ChaiteSf eſtate will not hold in matter of divine worſhip. Men 


may put what relations-and reſpeRs they: pleaſe ; but no man can 


ſcite. If he command. a place tro'bee {;t apart;as aiplace of memoriall 
of his Name, thatis-ſuffcientito meke-1r+ perpetually holy during 
his pleaſure ; but no ſuch command 18 now cxtant 1n the Goſpel]; 
and thats a recall difference + For lo he fayes. 
Tos will ſay, In the Old Teſtament theſe rhings wire appointed and. 
Communided by the Law ; In the New we find no ſuch thing, } an- 
fower,; Puthings for which wee \finano new Rule given 'in-the' New 
Teftawent, there we are referred to the' Analogie of the old; Wit- 
 neſſe rhe! Apofiles proofes raken thence for ithe maintenance of the 
miniſtry, 1Cor.g.1., And the pratiice of the Church, in Baptizing 
| H Infants 
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3od is wontto.bee pretent there. 2. The fimilitude of the 2<th any 
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r-tainc any rc» 
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put a proper Relative holimeſſc upon a place;but onely God him- King hes not 
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This ſhall quickly be diſpatched, That conycnient places ( in 
times of peace ) ſhould be ictapart, tor the d-cent and orderly per- 
formance of Gods ſervice, ſecmes to be a diftate of nature ; but that 
thole places ſhou)d ever after be holy, even extra #/nm prblicumand 
made the Thrones and places of Gods (peciall preſence, when there 
is no publick worſhip there, is not yet proved. Yet thus hee gocs 
about it, 


For the nature of thoſe places, wee tan no where learne it better, 
than from that of the Lord to Moſes, Exed,20, immediatly after he 
bad pronounced the Decalogue, where premiſing that they ſhanld not 

, make with him, Gods of ſilver &c, he addes, In all places where [ 
record my name, [ will come unto thee. Here #5 contained the defint- 
nition of a place ſet apart for Divine worſhip ; It is the place where 
God records his Name, and communicates to men to bleſſe them, 
T he memorial of Gods Name is any Symbell or token, wherby he te. 
ſtifies his Covenant, and as it were commerceth with men, — Now 
arke, did not Chriſt ordaine the holy Euchariſt, to be the memoriall 
of his Name, in the New Teſtament ® Doe this, (aith he, in remems- 
brance of me, And there be theſe that will nc: ſticke to ſay, that 
Chrift is as much preſent here, as the Lord was upon the Mercy- 
Seat, betweene the (herubins. Why ſhould not then the places appoin= 
red for the ſtation of his m:moriall under the Goſpell, have ſome 
ſemblable Sanftine to that of old? 


To this I anſwer ; F:rſt, the deſcription and definition is exten= 
ded here too far, For they arc intended onely of ſuch places,as arc by 
God himſclfe ſet apart for his worſhip, with reſpc cſpzcially to the 
Tabernacle and Temp le,though neither of thzm as yet creRed. In the 
places wh:re I ſhall place the memoriall of my Name : not in all 
placesthat men ſha]l ſct apart. But God hath not (ct apart any place 
in the New Icltament, where to record his Name. The promiſe of 
Gods coming unto them,and bleſſing them, was made not only to 
the ſacrifices and ſervices, tut to the very places : but now God 
hath not made any ſuch promiſe to any place, but to the datics 

whereſocver performed, and the perſons wherefocver aſſembled. 
W here cver two or three arc gathcred togethcr in my Name, there 
I will be in the mid(t of them. And therefore the caſes are not alike. 
2, The Euchariſt indeed 1s appointed to be celebrated, for a memo- 
riall of Chriſts death; but that,as at firſt it was done ina common 
roome, as is conf :fled hercaftcr, fo it may bz done in any place tic 
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ind convenient, which the Sacrifices of old _ not : and that's 
enother difference, 3.Though the Sacramentall elements be Sym- 
boles or tokens, whereby he teſtifies his Covenant z yet lo is not the 
Church or T ble , Therefore all that can beefaid, is but this, That 
the Sacrament hath ſemblable ſanRitic, to thoſe of old ,and that the 


Sacramental elements arc the Throne,or ; qe of | pry preſence ; 
» but (1 


where ever the Sacrament is adminiſtre with this diffe- 
rence, that this memoriall is not alwayes preſent onthe Table, as at 
lcaſt ſome of thoſe were in the Law, and therefore the Table can at 
molt be ſaid to be holy, and the place of Preſence, but onely during 
the time of Adminiſtration of the Sacrament, which will not doc 


him ſervice enough, to prove the places holy, when there is no pub- 
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lick worſhip. Yet ſomething he layes tothis. 

You will ſay, T his Chriſtian memoriall is not alwayes there preſent, 
as at leaft ſome one or other of thoſe in the Law were, ] anſwer, it 
is enough,itis wont to bee, As the Chaire of eſtate loſes not his re- 
lation and due refpeft, though the King be not alwayes there. And 
remember, that the Arke of the Covenaut was not in Jeruſalem, 
when Daniel opened his windowes,and prayed thitherwards, and was 
wanting all the time of the ſecond Temple, 

This is ſtafficiently anſwered before ; For firſt, it 1s not ſufficient 
to make a place perpetually holy, that God was wont to be preſent 
there ;' And then Gods ſpirituall preſence ( which onely 1s now in 
the Sacrament ) never mide any place holy. But we adde, 1:By the 
ſame reaſon he may conclude, that the Fort or Prlpit are Gods 
Throne and place of.preſence, and alike holy with the Table, be- 


conlohns is wontto bee preſent there. 2. The ſimilitude of the 2<th any 
Chaire6f 


eſtate will not hold in matter of divine worſhip. Men 


ſcite. If he command a place to bee {et apart;as a.place of memoriall 
of his Name, thatis ſutficient-to 'make 1r- perperually holy during 
his pleaſure ; but no ſuch command 18 now cxtant inthe Goſpel]; 
and thats a reall difference : For lo he fayes. 
You will ſay, In the Old Teſtament theſe things were appointed and 
commanded by the Law ;, Inthe New we find no ſuch thing, } an- 
fwer, Jn-things for which wee ifind no new Rule given in the New 
Teftament, there we are referred to the Analogie of the old; Wit- 
neſſe the' Apoftles proofes taken thence for the maintenance of the 
miniſtry, 1 Cor.g.1, And the prattice of the Church, 4n Baptizing 
H Infants 
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7nfants, from analagie of (wr cumcor ſion: In hallowin firſt day of 
the weeke, as one s ply from Wo Analogie » m—Py 
bath,&c. 

But tothis,I ſay, Firſt this is a dangerous Rule to goe by, eſpeci- 
ally in the ſervice of God - for thus we might revive a great part of 
the Ceremoniall Law and ſome have done it in_fome particulars, 
2. The things inanced in,arcnor grounded meercely upon Analogic 
of the Old Teſtamcnt;bur arc faircly deduced from grounds of Scrip. 
Cure; As Pad baptiſme from divers places of the New Teſtament, 
Aarc.1o.:At. 2 The obſervation of the firit day. of every wecke, 
hath the fourth Commandement for the — ground of it, as 


one in ſcven, and the Apoltles deſigna' ion, as the firlt day of the 
weeke : And as for the maintenance of the Miniftrie, how ever the 
Apoſtle allud«s ro the Old Teſtament, yerit is cxprefiely comman- 
ded in the New ; God hath 6rdained, that they which preach thc 
Goſpcll, ſhould live of the Goſpel] : And, let him that is taught, 
make him that teacheth him partaker of all his goods,Ga/.6, which 
1s more by farre than Analogic of the Old Teſtament. 


Sx CT. IT'I, 
Why in the poſt ure of our adoration of the droine Majeſtic, more re- 
fpeft ſhould be had tothe 1 Altar, or holy Table, than either to the 


Font or Pulpit, ſeeing they are places of Gods preſence, as well as 
the other, 


Suppoſe they be ſo, yet when there are many, why ſoould not that 
which 5s principall draw-this reſpeft untoit ? A man is preſent where 
any part of him is, yet wh-n we ſalute him, or ſpeake unto him, wee 
are wont to dire our ſelves unto his face,as that wherein his pre- 
ſence is principally exerted, not to his backer parts, &c. perhaps it 
was this principally, which the Doftor intended, when he ſaid, That, 
Hoc eft corpus mcum, was more with him, than hoc clt verbum 
mcum. 

This may thus be anſwered, Firſt, it is a meerc begging of thc 
queſtion, that one place in the Church is more principall than ano- 
cher : and that God is more preſent at the Table, when there 1s no 
Sacrament there, than at the Font. or Pulpit, when thoſe ſervices arc 
ina, for ſo he muſt aſſert it, or it ignot to the purpoſe : wee fay, 
God is no more preſentat one place than another, which yer he ſup- 
poſcs, by the ſinulitude of a mans face : Gods face is ſcene as much 

in 
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in one ordinance as in another. 2.The preſence of Ged, is not now 
Symbolicall,asof old in the Temple, more exhibited in one place 
than another, which was therefore callcd th: Face and preſence of 
God, but onely ſpiritual], and that equally i all his holy ordinan- 
ces ; andſo doth not make one place more principall, or morc hol 
than another ; and ſo no reaſon tor our adoration to be dirctted to 
one place more than to another, 3. He that ſaid, Hoc eft corpus me- 
#79,Was more with him, than hoc eft verbum meum, ſaid (as I ſup- 

ſe) he knew not what. For firſt God is as ſpiritually preſent with 
bis Word, as with his Sacrament. 2.1t is hoc eft verbum meu, that 
makes it corpm meny : Accedat verbum,&c. & fit Sacramentum. 
But theſe compar1ſons are fancies of men, without any ground of 
Scripturcy and if there be any principalitic among(t them,the Word 
may ſeeme to have the preheminence. But he ſayes, 
I thinks, for my part, firſt that the compariſon of the Pulpit with the 
Sacraments, and their places, ts here too generall, Secondly, that nei- 
ther the Pulpit, nor the Font, are tn this point, or for thus purpoſe wee 
ſpeake of, of the ſame nature with the eAltar. For it Low! 4 to bee 
conſidered ( though it bee a thing now adayes quite forgotten ) that 
the Enchariſt according to the meaning of the Inſtitution, u the Rite 
of our addreſſe unto God the T ather, 1n the New Teſtament, where 
with we come before him to offer unto his divine Majeſtic, our thankeſ- 
ging, ſupplications, and praiſes, in the name of his Son Ieſus ((brift 
crucified for us; that 14,it 1 nat onely a Sacrament, but as the ancient 
{huych uſed to ſpeake,a Sacrifice alſs,\'or that Sacrifices were Rites 
wherby they invocated and called upon Gods a truth undeniable, 8c, 
To this I anſwer ; Fir(t, how the compariſon of the one with the 
other is too generall, I underſtand not. But the compariſon is 111 
laid,as I conceive. For it ſhould not be made betweene the P#lpsr 
and the Sacraments ; but ( if he will needs be making compariſons) 
either betwcene the Prlprr, Font,and Table,or betweene Preaching, 
Baptiſme, and the Ewcharift : And conſideration ſhould bee had in 
what ſenſe the compariſon is made, whether he meanc in the poſture 
of our Adoration,more reſpe& ſhouid be had to the Altar or Table, 
than to the Fort or Prlpit when the particular ordinances are actu- 
ally performed,or when there arc none of the ordinances a&ually in 
being, And in both conſiderations, I conceive ny are equal], and 
there need be no compariſon, For we have ſaid aforc, that to dire&t 
our poſture or face towards th: place where any ordinance is in at?, 
ſcemes very reaſonable,as tending much to cdification, not with re- 
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ſpeR tothe place as wore holy, 8c. but to the ordinance there in be. 

ing. But to have reſpeR to one place more than another as more 

1,0r God more preſent there, when no ordinance 18 there, 15 juſtly 

rn as ſuperſtitious. Bur Ictus con(ider his reaſon of the dit- 
CTcnce, 

The Euchariſt ( fayes he ) isthe Rite of our addrefſeto God the 
Fathcr,&-c. wherewith we come þcfore him to off.r,ce, Par is, it 
15 not onely a Sacrament but a S acrifice, And Sacrihces of old, were 
Rites of invocation, To which ſay : 1.That Sacrifices of 01d, were 
Ritcs of Invocation, is a truth vulgarly knowne, but hee mult not 
begge the queſtion and ſay, the Euchariſt is (uch a Sacrifice, properly 
ſo called ; though the ancient Church were pleaſed (o to call it. 
2.Nor may he thinke to delude us by this conſequence. In the Eu- 
chariſt, we repreſent the death of Chrilt to God his Father, and be- 
ſcech him, tobe propitious unto us for his fake ; therefore the E#x- 
chariſt is a proper Sacrifice. For inthe a([miniſtration of Þapti(me, in 
our publike and private /»vocations and prayers, wee doc repreſent 
the death of Chriſt to his Fathcr, and delire him tor his fake, to bee 
propitious to us, yet is not there any proper ſacrifice. And this ig that 
which Mr. Pcrkzas,by him cited, {a, cs :; The ancient Fathcrs uſed to 
call the Supper of the Lord, or the whole aition of the Supper, a Sa. 
crifice, as for other cauſes, ſo for this ; By « Meronymie, becauſe it is i 
Commemorat jon, and alſo arepreſeutation wnto God the Father, of the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt offered upon the Croſſe. But ( ſayeshe) thes oblation 
14 intentional, not reall ; eAnd in thi ſenſe ( note it ) the faithful 1 
they prayers, doe offer (briſt as a Satrifice for their ſins in being whol 
ly carriedaway in their minds and affeÞ1095, unto that onely and true 
Sacrifice, to procure and obtaine Gods great favour unto them, Where 
note, that this Icarned man ſayes, They called it a Sacrifice by a Mc - 
tonymie, not a proper Sacr ifice,as ſome now ca)l it :; and then hee 
fayes, that all the faithfull off:-r this Sacrifice, not onely in the Ex- 
chariſt, but in their private prayers, intenonally, not really, and fo 
arc ſpirituall Prieſts ; which marres their plot of a proper Sacrifice, 
and a proper Prieſt,and proper Altar, which yetthey plead for, Let 
us heare how he applyes, that he hath faid to hispurpoſ:,toanſwer 
the doubt propounded. 

T heſe premiſes confidered, the anſwer ts your demand, why in the po- 
 ſtnre of our adoration of the divine CMajerſtie, more reſpeFt ſhoull be 

had to the eAltar Cc. 4 plaine and eaſie, namely, becauſe adoration 

:5 an alt of adareſſe and of tender of honour unto God, and therefore 


moſt 
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woſt fiely to be performed, at or toward the place of onr addreſſe which 
bs ay I agg Pmlpit «5 the place where God ſbeakes to ny, 
Mot we to him :The Font the place where he reacheth his favour wn« 


to us, in accepting us to be his ſervants , not where being initiated, 
we offer our ſþirituall ſervice and ſacrifice anto him, 


But this is little to his purpoſe,and little ſatisfaFion of the doubt: 
For firſt; ſnvocation 18 an aR of2ddrefie toGod, made in the reading 
Pew or P«lpit, and therefore,by the ſame reaſon,our adoration molt 
fitly to be pertormed at or towards thoſe places of our addrefle. 
Secondly; the Pulpit isa place, where, not oncly God ſpeaks to us, 
but we alſo ſpeak to him ; The Font alfo, a place, where, not onely 
God reacheth his favour to us, but wee allo ſpeak to him, and off:r 
up our prayers, and repreſent that very Sacrifice of Chriſts death up- 
on the Crcfl: to his Father, (Water hgnifying and repreſenting the 
blood of Chiilt, as well as the w:nein the other Sacrament.) Laſtly, 
the table alſo, is a place, where God reaches out his favour unto us, 
tendring and giving us the body and blood of his Sonne, repreſented 
in the bread and we : And therefore, there being little or no diffc- 
rer;ce betweene the places, there 1s litcle or no reaſon given, why in 
the poſture of our adoration , more reſpeR ſhould be had to the Ta- 
ble,chan to the Font or Pulpit, clpecially conſidering, that they are 
places of Gods preſence, as well as th: other , and (for ought ap- 
pearcs) as much , ſeeing God 138 ſpiritually onely preſent, in all the 
places. Bur for aconcluiion, wee (ay, all that long dilcourſe of his 
being granted, yet he cannot conclude the point in qu:{tion. For, 

I. This isno good conſcquznce : $acrificesare Rites of Invoca» 
tion (and the Excharift is called by the Ancients,a Sacrifice ) ergo, in 
cur poſture of adoration, more reſpect i; to be had to the Alzar,&c. 
For in the Temple , in the polture of their acloration , more reſpeRk 
was hadto the e-frk,, than to the Altar of burnt offerings, 

2, Nor is this any better : The Ezchari#t 1s the principall Rite 
of cur Addrefl: to God, ergo, in the poltu e of our adoration, more 
rc{pce is tobe had to th! Alray (fo called) than to the Font ar Pul- 
pit : For the mo't that can be concluded , is but this, that more re- 
ſp: is to bu: haiti ti) th: Exchariſt or Sacramentall elements , than to 
the Font or P»/pit, or to the water, in the one, and word n the other, 
Bur for my part, I ſhould hate ſuch compari{ns : And what is this 
to the places theinſe}v's, when there 1s no ordina: c: thzre1n being, 
unlcſle we fay, that the more principall R re , gives more Holin? ſe 
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to the place, ar-hath Gad more preſent, at all times,than other Rites 
and ordinances doc z which wee ſuppoſe to be a ſuperſtitious and 


groundleſſe conccit, without any proote or allowance of Scripture ; 
yct he adds, 


Whereas you ſeeme to queſtion, whether the fewer had 7 ſuch reſpeft> 
unto the Altar of burnt offering : 1 anſwer, they had ; for it was ſo 
placed, that when they turned and wor ſhipped towards the mercy ſeat, 
they wor ſbi1pped towards it alſo , but the denoininatum of their po=- 
ſhare is from the Arke, as the principall memoriall of the divine pre= 
ſence,yet ſometimes [rom the Altar alſo,as 1 King.8 22 31 2 Chro. 
6.13.&c.But the Altar of Incenſe better befits our holy T able,thau 
the Altar of burnt offering : thou h u: may truly be affirmed,if riohr- 
ly taken, that the Sucrament »f the body and blood of Chriſt is to us 
('hriſt1ans, both Arca ſcederis, Incenſun, and Holocaulium, being 
the commemoration of him, which 1s all theſe to us, 


To this we ſay. 1+ Theplacing of it ſo, argues not, that they had 
ſuch reſpeR unto it : as a man praying in his ſcat, before the + Alrar 
now, as they call it, dothitnot with any reſpe&to the ſcate before 
him, betweene himſelfe and the Altar. 2. Bur were it granted, it 
profits him nothing, becauſe the A/ray was a Type of Chriſt, and of 
Gods owne inflitution, and ſo a part of worſhip, none of all wh:ch 
can truly be (aid , of their eAitar now. 3. It there be a commemo- 
ration ſacrifice, as ſome ſpeake, and a repreſentation of the death and 
{acrifice 0: Chriſt upon the Crofle, it may ſceme , that the Altar of 
burnt off:rings, better behits our holy Table , than thar of Incenſe : 
and the Table of Shewbread better than cither : but all of them im- 
properly. 4. The Sacrament of the body and blood,may be affirmed 
to te to us Chriſtians, all thoſe above ſpecified, but figuratively, not 
properly ; being indeed the commemoration of him,who is all thoſe 
to us : but then there is no neceſſity of a proper Altar, proper /acri- 
fice, or proper Prieſt : and ſtill the reſpect, in our poſture of adora- 
tion, 1s not had to the Altar or holy Table, but rather to the Sacra- 
ment , as a Ritc of Chrilis owne infi1tution ; or, which is belt and 
fitteſtto be ſaid, to Chrilt himſelfe, in the uſc of his own ordinance: 
And ſo, no reſpect at al] is to be h:d, more to the Table, than to the 


Fort, or Pu'pit , when there is nc. ordinance in being, And with 
this I relt. | 
A. FINTIS. 
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